





EEN 


ERS 


sea tents CA pecs 


SSeaarecat 
ae 


SS) 
KRH} 


APPENDIX 


TO THE 


LoNDON MAGAZINE. 


Conclufion of the ProcrEpincs and Dezarzs in the Jaf 


Sefion of PARLIAMENT, 


mons refolved, Vem. 
} Com. to prefent a congra- 
tulatory Addrefs to his 
h Majefty on the happy 
m Nuptials of the Princefs 

Royal and the Prince of 
Orange. Alfo to con- 
gratulate the Queen on thefe happy Nuptials: 
And to fend a congratulatory Meflage to the 
Princefs Royal and his Highnefs the Prince 
of Orange, on this happy Occafion. (See the 
Anfwers returned to thefe Congratulations, 
by the King, Queen, the Princefs Royal, and 
Prince of Orange, p. 216.) 

The Houfe of Lords came likewife to the 
fame Sort of Refolutions on this Occafion. 

On the 19th a Bill for exhibiting a Bill 
for naturalizing his Highnefs the Prince of 
Orange (which was order’d to be prepared and 
brought in by Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Walpole, 
Mr. Sandys, Sir Will. Yonge, Mr. Trenchard, 
Mr. Gybbon, and Col, Mordaunt) was brought 
in and pafied in the Houfe of Commons, 
and was ordered to be carried to the Lords for 
their Concurrence, where it was likewife 
paffed, and returned to the Commons on the 
20th. (See the. Preamble to it, p. 155+) 





On the 21ft his Majefty came to the Hovfe C 


of Peers, and gave the Royal Affent to this 
and the other Bills mention’d, p. 154+ 

The fame Day a Bill was brought down 
from the Lords, intitled, 42 AG for natura- 
dissing the wmoft ferene Prince William Charles 
Henry Frifo, Prince of Orange and Naflau, 
which was that Evening three times read by 
the Commons, and pailed Nem, Con, 


continued from Page 635. 


De BATE in the Houle of L—«ds on bis 
Mayjefly’s Meflage for a Power to augment 
bis Forces, if necefjary, during the Want of 
@ Parliament, 


On the 28th, the Dake of N——/ pre» 
fented to the Houfe the following Medfiage 
from his Majefty, viz. 

That as the War which bad broke out in Eu- 
rope, unhappily continued, bis Majefy bad nom 
thing more at Heart than to fee that Flame ex 
tinguifoed, and to avoid, if pofible, the ene 
Raging bis Subje&s in the Hazards and Ex- 
pence of a War ; being at the fame Time defie 
rous, neither to give any jufi Alarm te other 
Nations, nor to fubje bimfelf to any unprom 
woked Infults. 

_ That to the End bis Majefly's Endeavours, 
in ConjunGion with bis Allies, for procuring an 
Accommodation, might in due Time have the dee 
Jired Efe ; and that bis Majefly might be in 
@ Condition to make fuch Engagements as 
Honour, Jupice and Prudence male call 


any E ari, rom the pr Pofiure 
Pfr in Rare ebicb mitts nearly con 
eft and Safcty of thefe Kingdoms ; 
bis Moief 1 that be foould be enabled and 
fupport is Parliament, in.making fuch 
‘further Augmentation of bis Kanees, either by 
Sea or ran as might be abfolutely “he 
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Sor the Honour and Defence of bis Kingdoms, and 

in concerting fuch Meafures as the Exigency of 
Affairs might require. 

That whatever Expence foould be thereby 
eccafioned, fhould be made in as frugal a man- 
ner as poffible, and that an Account thereof 
foould be laid before the next Parliament. 

On the next Day, the Houfe proceeded to 
take the faid Meflage into Confideration ; and 
the Deke of N——/e ftood up and {poke as 
follows, wiz. 

My Lords, as his Majefty has been always 
carefyl not to put his People to. any greater 
Expence, that what was abfolutely neceffary 
for their own Safety, fo in the Beginning of 
this Seffion of Parliament, he asked for no 
greater Augmentation either of Land or Sea 
Forces than what he thought was neceflary 
for the Defence of this Nation ; and after the 
moft mature Deliberation, his Majefty’s De- 
mands upon ‘that O€cafion were thought fe 
jut and reafonable, that they were agreed to 
by both Houfes. 

There was then, my Lords, a War broke 
out in Europe, which made it neceflary for 
us to make fome little Addition to-our Naval 
Force at home, and to the Garrifons of our 
fortified Places abroad ; but as we did not 
ftand obliged by any former Engagement to 
take any Share in that War, therefore the 
Expence we have as yet put ourfelves to on that 
Occafion is but very inconfiderable ; and as his 
Majefty has not yet engaged himfelf upon ei- 
ther Side of the Queftion, as there has not 
fince any Alteration happened with refpeét to 
the Circumftances of Great-Britain in parti- 
cular, fo his Majefty dees not think it necef- 
fary for us to put ourfelves immediately to any 
greater Expence than what was then judged 
to be neceflary ; but as the Fate of War is 
very uncertain, and as the Liberties of Europe 


There is not indeed any Occafion at prefent to 
fear fuch Attempts ; there is not the leat Ap- 
pearance that any of the Powers now engaged 
in War will attempt to offer us any Infult ; 
but as the Politicks and Refolutions of Foreign 
Courts are not to be depended on, as no Perfon 
can pretend to forefee every Thing that may 
happen, his Majefty is willing to have it in 
his Power to providein Time againft the wort ; 
aud 1 think we are in Duty bound to enable 
aS to do fo; therefore I hope your Lordthips 
will agree to the Motion I am to make, 
which is, That an bumble Addrefs be preferted 
to bis Majefly, declaring our Duty and Fide- 
lity to him, and the entire Confidence we repofe 
in bis royal Care and Wifdom, and in bis En- 
B deaviurs for the Security of bis Kingdoms, and 
for refioring the Peace of Europe ; to expre/i the 
jupt Senfe we bave of bis Majefty’s Attention 
to the true Intereft of bis People, in previou/ly 
taking the Advice of this Houfe, in order to 
make the necefjary Provifions againft any Emer- 
gencies arifing from the prefent Poflure of Affairs 
in Europe, efpecially during the Interval of 
Parliament ; to defire bis Majefty to make fuch 
Augmentation of bis Forces by Sea or Land, as 
bis Majey frail judge necefJary, and to concert 
Juch Meafures as the Exigency of Affairs foall 
require ;.and to affure bis Majefly, that this 
Heafe will not be gn in their Duty, in ¢f- 
feGually enabling bis Majefty to make good all 
the extraordinary Expence that may be incur- 
red, and to fulfil all the Engagements that may 
D be entered into by bis Majefy, for the Honour, 
Interef and Defence of bis Kingdoms. 
L—dC——t. My Lords, as no Sort of 
Information has been given to this Houle a- 
bout the prefent State of our foreign Affairs, 
or about the Engagements we now lie under 
with refpeét to all or any of the Powers en- 
gaged in War: As every thing tending to give 





very much depend upon the Event of the pre- us fuch Information has been denied, it can- 


fent War, therefore it is impoffible to forefee 
but that his Majefty may be obliged to take 
fome Share in the War, in order to preferve 
the Balance of Power, on which depend the 
Liberties of Europe, and confequently of this 
Kingdom, 

If then, my Lords, upon any future and 
fudden Emergency, his Majefty fhould find 
himéfelf under a Neceffity of immediately join- 
ing either one Side or the other, we may moft 
certainly expect, that thofe he joins againft will 
endeavour to infult or invade this Nation, efpe- 
cially if they know that we are no way pre- 
pared for our own Defence: Nay, I do not 
know but that our continuing neutral may dif- 
oblige both Sides ; and if either can expec to 


not be expeéted that I, or any other Lord, 
who has a had the Honour to be admitted 
into that Secret, fhould fpeak fo fully to the 
prefent Queftion as we might otherwife have 
done. As for myfelf, I think I cannot fpeak 
properly to it, in any other Way than as it ree 
lates to our own Conftitution, and in that 
Light I cannot but be againft it ; for it muft 
be admitted, that the Demand now made up- 
on us is a Demand of a very extraordinary N¥- 
ture ; it is fuch an one as ought heat 
complied with, but when the Nation is in _ 
moft imminent Danger, and even then, t : 
Reafons for apprehending fuch a Danger ough 
to be communicated to this Houfe in a 
Manner, before we can either in Honour or 


engage this Nation in their Favour, by produ- G Duty comply with it. 


cing a Change in our Government, they will 
probably for that Purpofe attempt to invade us, 
if they thould be encouraged to make fuch an 
Attempt by our prefent Government's not be- 
img in a proper Condition to refit them: 


It has always, my 
‘that Speeches from the Throne 
éd on as § 
State : Upon this foo 
has always, with a 
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that of the Minifters for the Time being. 
Iam, my Lords, fincerely of Opinion that 

the Nation ought to be put in a much better 

State of Defence: It is what ought to have 


been done before now ; but why was not this 
propofed at the Beginning of the Seffion ? ds 
there any Thing has happened fince that Time 


which can alter any Man’s Opinion in this 
Refpeét, or can make him believe that it is 
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taken fuch Speeches into their Confideration ; 
and I muft be of Opinion that Meffages from 
his Majefty to this Houfe are to be looked on 
in the fame Manner ; for which Reafon I 
hope, the Duty or the Refpect we owe to his 
Majefty will not be mentioned in the prefent 
Debate. No Man can be more ready than I 
am to grant every thing to his Majefty that 
fhall appear to be neceflary for the Support of 
his Crown and Dignity ; but whatever is to 
be granted for that Purpofe, ought to begrant- 
edin a regular Manner, and according to thofe 
Methods and Forms which-our Anceftors have 
laid down fer the Prefervation of our Conftitu- 
tion ; and even in that Way, it is inconfiftent 
with the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe 
to makeany fuch Grant upon.a meer Suggeftion 
from the Minifters that it is necefiary. No, 
my Lords, the Reafons, the Caufes of that 
Neceflity ought to be laid before the Houfe, 
and then every Lord may depend upon hisown 
Judgment ; whereas he who agrees to fucha 
Grant without any fuch Information, cannot 
be faid to depend upon his own Judgment, but 


Why may we not take Time to bring in a 
Bill for doing whatever fhall appear to be 
neceffary for providing againft any {uch Emer- 
gency? By fuch a Method of proceeding both 
Houfes will have Time to call for and exa- 
mine fuch Things as may be neceflary for 
giving them an Infight into our Circumftan- 


A ces both abroad and at home: And if from 


fuch an Enquiry it fhall appear abfolutely 
necefiary to give his Majefty the ample and 
unlimited Power now demanded, is it to be 
fuppofed that any Lord in this Houfe, or 
any Member of the other, will be more a- 
verfe to the granting of fuch a Power, when 
the Neceflity for fo doing is made appear to 
him, than he was before that Neceflity was 


B made apparent, or indeed any the leaft Rea- 


fon for it affigned ? 

I will grant, my Lords, that the Fate of 
War is uncertain ; I will likewife grant, that 
the Event of the prefent War is of the ut- 
moft Confequence to the Liberties of Europe, 
and confequently to this Nation: But his 
Majefty has teld us, that he is not engaged 
as yet totake any Share in the War: Sup- 


‘pofe then that this Parliament were diffolv- 


ed, and a new one fummoned ; that new Par- 
liament may meet in two Months Time, 
and in that Time it is impoflible any Emer- 
gency can happen of fuch Confequence as to 
oblige his Majefty immediately to join either 
of the Parties now engaged in Ware The 
Balance of Power in Europe may be over- 


now become more neceflary than it wasat that PD) turned, but it cannot be fo fuddenly over- 


Time? If any fuch Propofition had then been 
made, both Houfes would have had Time to 
have taken the State of the Natioh, with re- 
fpect both to our foreign and domeftick Af- 
fairs, into their Confideration, and might ea- 
fily have provided in a regular and ufual Man- 
ner for putting the Nation into a proper State 
of Defence ; but the neglecting to make any 
fuch Propofition at that Time, and the bring- 
ing it in now -by Way of Surprife upon us, 
when it cannot be fo much as pretended that 
we have any Thing now to apprehend which 
we ought not then to have.apprehended, real- 
ly feems as if fome Gentlemen were afraid 
left we thould refolve to examine narrowly in- 
to the prefent State and Condition of our Af- 
fairs ; and this, I think, ought to be a Rea- 
fon rather for our refufing than agreeing to any 
fuch irregular and precipitate Refolution as is 
now propofed to us, 

But, my Lords, fuppofe it was not, then 
neceflary to put the Nation into a better 
State of Defence than was at that. Time 
propofed ; fuppofe it is not even now necefiary 
to make any new Addition to our Forces, 
either by Sea or Land, but that the fame 
may become neceflary in a little Time; why 
may we not provide for fuch an Accident, 
according to the regular Courfe of proceeding 
in Parliament? What Neceflity is there for 
putting fo speedy an End to this Seffion? 


turned as not to give his Majefty an Oppor- 
tunity of having the Advice and Afliftance 
of a new Parliament, before he declares 
himfelf of either Side of the Queftion: In 
which Cafe that new Parliament may, and 
certainly will provide both for the Safety 
and Honour of this Nation, in that proper 
and regular Method which ought to be ob- 


E terved by every Parliament. 


The Safety and Defence of the Nation is 
always to be provided for ; but as there is at 
prefent no Neceflity for doing it in any ex- 
traordinary Manner, do not, my Lords, let 
us do it in the unprecedented Manner now 
propofed.' Our agreeing to this Propofition, 
would, in my Opinion, my Lords, be a moft 


F certain Prelude to Slaverys "Twould be a 


giving up of all our Liberties at once; “twould 
be a putting an abfolute Power into the Hands 
of the Crown, to continue till next Seffion 
of Parliament, which would be a moft dan- 
gerous Precedent; for as. fuch are generally 
improved, it may foon after be granted for a 
longer Term, and fo may at laft be made 
perpetual. I call it, my Lords, an abfolute 
Power, becaufe we not only give a Power of 
raifing Forces both by Sea and Land, with- 
out Limitation, but we give an unlimited 
Credit for borrowing Money, and we pro- 
mife to make good whatever thall be fo bor+ 
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rowed, Il hope your Lordthips will confider, 
that the Liberties of this Nation do not fo 
much depend upon our Charters or our Sta- 
tute Hooks, as upon that of the People’s 
keeping the Purfe in their own Hands 5 and 
if once the Pecple thould be brought into 
the Way of giving anticipated Promites, they 
may at laft be induced to give the Purfe en- 
tirely out of their Hands, which would put 
ah End to all our Liberties at once. 

It has always been reckoned, my Lords, 
one of the chiet Safeguards of our Confti- 
tution, thet the King cannot raife and keep 
up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, 
without the Confent of Parliament ; but if 
the Parliament thould onee come into the 
Way of granting, from Time to Time, an 
unlimited Power to raife and keep up what 
Number of Forees, by Sea or Land, the Mi- 
nifters for the Time being may think pro- 
per, Lwould be glad to know of what Ufe 
thie Limitation upon the Crown can be of, 
with refpect to our Conftitution? And if by 
Means of fuch a Power our Conftitution 
fhould ever be overturned, would not the Par- 
liament which had granted it be juftly deem- 
ed the Betrayers of thofe who had trufted 
their All to them? We have not, thank 
God, my Lords, any Thing to fear from any 
Vower that may be granted to his prefent 
Majetty ; but if foch a Precedent thould be 
made, and in any future Reign a Set of Men 
fhould be at the Head of the Adminiftration, 
who had difobliged the whole Nation, who 
had Reafon to fear that fuch a new Parlia- 
ment would be chofen as would call them 
to an Account; would not they, in Purfu- 
ance of this Precedent endeavour to get fuch 
a Poweras thie from the lalt Seflion of the 
expiring Parliament?) They would then let 
the new Elections go on, they would ufe all 
Means and Methods to corrupt and influence 
them ; but if after all they thould fee fuch 
a new Parliament chofen ae would eall them 
to an Account, and punith them for their 
Wickednefs, what then can we fuppofe they 
would do? Would not they make ule of 
the Power fo treacheroufly granted to them, 
aad raifefuch an Army as might enable them 
ro govern without any Parliament ac all? 
So that 1 mutt look upon the Propofition 
now before ve, as laving a Foundation for 
fome future Adminifration to trample upon 
ovr Conflitution by the Power of an Army, 
whenever they thall find they cannot tram- 
pe upon it by the Power of Bribery and 
Corruption. 

Befides, my Lords, Tdo not think that what 


ts now propofed is legal: Or that any Thing G very Cafe at prefent? What 


ean be legally done in Purfuance of it, if it 
fhould be agreed to; for ie is certain that no 
Forees can be raifed or kept up in this Na- 
tion in Time of Peace, but by Confent of 


Parliament 5 and the only proper Wey of obs 
3 


B 


D 


taining that Confent always was fy 

be by Act of Padieninn.” We “toe a 
my Lords, paffed the Mutiny Billy and if 
any new Forces thould be raifed in Purfuance 
of this Refolution, 1 do not know if t 
could be comprehended under that Law ; for 
as a certain Number is thereby limited, if 
any more fhould be raifed, 1 dowbt much if 
they could, without a new Aét of Parlia- 
ment, be fubjeéted to the Martial Law. 

I have faid, my Lords, that the Propofi- 
tion now before ua, is a moft unprecedented 
Method of providing for the Defence of the 
Nations It is fo; it is a Method which was 
never before practifed. In all former Times, 
when this Nation has been threatened with 
any great and imminent Danger, which made 
it neceilary that fome extraordinary § 
fhould be taken, if it happened in'Time of Par- 
liament, the King always came or fent to 
Parliament, and not only told us we were in 
Danger, but how we were in Danger, that 
from thence we might judge whether the 
Danger was fo imminent as to make fome 


C extraordinary Steps neceffary 5 and when it 


was judged fo, proper Meafures have always 
thereupon been immediately concerted for ob- 
viating that Danger; but now it feems, my 
Lords, we are to agree to a moft extraordi- 
nary Meafure, without any Reafon afligned, 
or fo much as a Pretence that we are in any 
imminent Danger; nay, we are even told 
that we are not in any imminent Danger’; that 
we are not at prefent in Danger of any Infults 
or Invafions ao abroad, and I am fure we 
are not in Danger of any Infurredtions at 
home, unlefs they thould be decafioned by our 
agreeing to this Propofition: ‘Therefore, my 
Lords, as no Reafon has been affigned, as I 
fee no Reafon for our coming into any extra- 
ordinary Meafure at prefent, 1 cannot but be 


; againft the Motion. 


D--ke of Au—le. 1 have, my Lords, 
confidered the Motion now before us with all 
poflible Attention, and 1 cannot fee that there 
is any ‘I'hing in it, or in the Motion the 
noble Duke has made ut, fo very extraor- 
dinary or unprecedented as the noble Lord 
has + pleafed to reprefent. It is certain 


. that fuch Mefihges have been feveral ‘Times 


fent to Parliament, and likewife that fuch 
Returns have always been made to them as 
the noble Duke has now moved for, on oe 
cafion of the fent Meflage. Te ie trove, 
that fueh Meflaget have never been fent but 
upon extraordinary Occafions, and the Rea- 
fons for fending them have always been com- 
munieated to Parliament ; and is not thistha 
more extraordi 
nary Oceafion can be fuppofed? The noble 
Lord who fpoke laft admits, that oe 
ties of Ewrepe are deeply concerned hey 
Fate of the prefent War, and may be 
lowed up by the Events and cam we im 
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that the Liberties of this Nation are fecure, 
when the Liberties of Europe are in Danger? 
it mult therefore be allowed, my Lords, 
that the Oceafion of this Mellage is of the 
utmoft Confequence 3 and the Reafons for our 
being neceilarily obliged to come to fome 
immediate Refolution, are not only in them- 
felves apparent, but are fully exprefled in his 
Majetty’s Meflagee The Fortune of War 
we all know to be extremely precarious, and 
the Changes that happen are often as fudden 
as they are unlooked for: Some of thele may 
lay his Majefty under an indifpenfable Neceflity 
of fending immediate Affiftance to the unfor- 
tunate Side, in which Cafe we may depend 
on it, that fome defperate Attempts will be 
made upon this Nation by the other Side now 
engag'd in the Wart Our Neighbours have 
now great Armies in the Field, and fome of 
them have powerful Fleets ready to put to 
Sea: ‘They are already prepared to execute any 
Attempt, and when they are in fech Cireum- 
ftances, we may depend on it, that the Refo- 
lution, as foon as taken, will be carried into 
Kxecutionn Weall know, that this Parlia- 
ment mult be foon diffolvyed, and many Weeks 
mutt intervene before a new Parliament can 
allembles In the mean Time, his Majefty 
may be obliged to declare himielf, and upon 
that, forme Attempts may be made, which 
may be of the moft dangerous Confequence 
to this Nation, before his Majefty can have 
the Advice and Affiftance of a new Parlia- 
ment, which makes it abfolutely neceflary for 
us, before we now feparate, to give his Ma- 
iefly a Power to provide againft the wort. 
| will agree with the noble Lord who fpoke 
latt, that all Meffages from the King, as well 
as Speeches from the Throne, when they 
come to be confidered in this Houle, are to be 
looked on as coming from the Minifters ; 
therefore we may, with all imaginable Free- 
dom confider them, and whatever may be 
faid om that Occafion, is always to be pre- 
fumed to relate only to the Minifters, and 
not to the Crowns for which Reafon, our 
Duty and Refpeét to his Majelty, is never 
upon fueh Occafions to be brought any Way 
into the Queftion. But as to the Meflage 
now before us, my Lorde, it is fo far from 
being an extraordinary one, that I muft look 
upon it rether asa Piece of Condefcenfion in 
the Crown; for it is certain, that upon any 
fudden Emergency, his Majefty has a Power, 
which always has been, and mutt be vefted in 
the Crown, to provide for the Security of his 
Crown and Kingdoms, by raiding Forces either 
for Land or Sea Service, and borrowing ~d 6 
applying Money for that Purpofe, even with- 
out waning for the Confent of Parliament ; 
and whatever the King may on fuch Occa- 
fions be obliged to do, will always be ap- 
proved of, and for by Parliament, as 
foon as they meet, in Cafe nothing has been 
doney nor any Expences incurred, but what 


C 


E 
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their 
from Parliament to do fo? It is certain they 
cannot: They muft anfwer for what the 


Addrefs had ever been propofed. 
Part, my Lords, | am no Minifter, 1 never 
was, nor ever will be a Minifter s but on all 
fuch Occafions as the prefent, I muft think 
they have a moft dangerous Tafe: The 
Danger of not providing in Time for the Safety 
and Defence of Ne as vee 
ger of running the Nation into Expences, w 

may be hereafter thought unneceflary, ere 
two 
Minifters ought to be afraid of + 
will always find it difficult for them to Meer 
the 
Extreams: And we muft conclude it to be the 


fhall appear to be nece(lary 5 this is the Power 
his Majefty has by our Conftitution, and this 
ig all he afks for by the prefent Meffige: He 
afks only for a Power to make fuch turther 
Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea or 
Land, as may be ablolutely mevefTary for the 
Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms, 

Thi, in my Opinion, my Lords, is ag 
modeft a Demand, as ever waa fent to Parlia- 
ment: It thews how cautious his Majetly ig 
of putting his People to any extraordinary 
Expence; confidering the prefent Potture of 
the Aflairs of Europe, 1 believe this Houle 
would have thought it but reafonable, if his 
Majefty, at the Beginning of the Seflion, had 
afked for a much greater Augmentation of 


B his Forces, both by Sea and Land, than be 


did at that Time: Nay, if his Majefty had 
now afked for an immediate Augmentation, 
inftead of afking only for a Power to make it, 
in Cafe: it thall hereafter appear to be abfo- 
lutely neceflary, 1 do not doubt, but your 
Lordthips would have complied with it; but 
his Majefty, defirous not to put his People to 
any Expence, or at leaft to delay it as long as 
he can, and yet folicitous about the Quiet and 
Safety of his People, defires only the latter 5 
and that Power he applies for to Parliament, 
tho’ he knows it to be vefted in him without 
any fuch Application. This is the Light 
which the prefent Metlage ought to be confi- 
dered in, and therefore whether we thould 
grant fuch a Power as is now afked for, can- 
not, I think, be properly made a Queftion. 
Indeed, if the Minifters thould make a bad 
Ule of the Power now propofed to be granted 
to his Majefty, if they should augment the 
Forces, either by Sea or Land, without any 
Neceflity for lo doing; if they thould put the 
Nation to any greater Expence, than what 
fhall appear to be abfolutely neceflary, there 
would be then fome Ground for a Queflion 5 


but in fuch a Cafe, can the prefent Meilige, 
or the Addrels propo 


fed in Anfwer to the 
Mellage, be of any Weight on either Side of 
that Queftion? Can the Minifters plead in 
uftification, that they had a Power 


have done in the fame Manner, as if no 
For my own 


and the Dan- 


Rocks, which even the wifeft 
They 


oppofite 


Courfe, fo as to avoid both the 
more 
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more difficult, when we confider, that to the 
Bulk of Mankind Dangers feem huge in their 
Approach, but diminith vaftly in their Retreat. 

4 am perfuaded none of your Lordthips 
are afraid; I cannot indeed fee the leaf 
Reafon why any Man fhould at prefent en- 
tertain any Fears about the Liberties of 
his Country, I am fure there is no Ground 
for fuch Fears. If any Incroachments had 
been lately made by the Crown, or by the 
Minifters of the Crown, upon the Rights and 
Liberties of the People, we thould have Rea- 
fon, my Lords, to be jealous of every Pro- 
pofition that came from that Quarter,; but 
there has been no fuch Attempt lately made, 
and I believe there never was a Time, when 


private Men enjoy’d their Property with B Minifterial Schemes, 


more Eafe and Security; therefore I can fee 
no Reafon for us to take the Alarm; and 
the prefent Meiffage is fo far from affording 
any Foundation for an Alarm, that I muft 
look upon it as one of the greateft Pieces of 
Condefcenfion that was ever made by any 
King to his Parliament.’ As for the Cla- 
mours that may have been lately raifed egainft 
the Minifters of State, if ever there were any 
fuch, they ought to be defpifed, becaufe they 
were without any juft Caufe, and were very 
far from being general. There have been 
fome Clamours againft all Minifters, and a- 
gainft all future Minifters we may expect 
there will be Clamours raifed: Even in the 
Reign of Q. Elizabeth, which has been fo 


pears to me to be the moft extraordinary that 
was ever fent to this Houfe. I believe no 
Man wil! doubt of my Affeétion to his Ma- 
jefty, or of my Readinefs to agree to every 
Thing I think abfolutely neceflary for the 
Support of his Crown and Dignity; but as 
all fuch Meffages are prefumed to be framed 
by the Advice, and upon the Suggeftion 
of thofe in the Adminiftration, therefore I, 
and every other Lord of this Houfe, not only 
have a Right, but we are in Daty bound to 
examine them narrowly ; and from thence 
if it appears that what is demanded by fuch a 
Mefiage is not at all neceflary for the Support of 
his Majefty, or the Safety of the Nation, 
tho’ it may be neceflary for the Support of 
and. perhaps for the 
Safety.of Minitterial Perfonages, we are both 
in Duty and Honour obliged not to comply 
with fuch a Demand, efpecially if it appears 
to be inconfiftent with the Conftitutiun, or 
contrary to the ufual Form of proceeding in 
Parliament, which is plainly the Cafe with 
refpeét to the Demand now made; for 
it moft certainly be allowed to be contrary to 
the ufual Form of proceeding in Parliament ; 
and as it vefts an abfolute Power in the Crown, 
for as long a Time as the Crown, or rather 
the Minifters, may pleafe to continue it, | 
cannot think it confiftent with the Conftitu- 
tion of our Government: I muft think it 
the moft extraordinary Demand that ever was 
made on any Parliament in this Kingdom ; 


often applauded by thofe who had a Mind to D and it is the more extraordinary that it comes 


refle upon the preient, there were Cla- 
mours among fome Sorts of People during her 
whole Reign: Even that great Minifier Bur- 
feigh, who with fo great Wifdom and Mode- 
sation, and for fo many Years, during her 
Reign, manag’d the publick Affairs of this 
Nation, could not efcape: Nay, there were 
not only Clamours and Difcontenis in that 
Queen’s Reign, but there were many Plots 
too, and even fome Rebellions raifed againft 
her ; therefore we are not immediately to con- 
cluce, that Minifters are guilty, becaufe there 
have been fome little Clamours and Calum- 
nies raifed againft them. 

Tis true, my Lords, we have already paff- 
ed the Mutiny Bill, and in that Bill I muft 


likewife grant, that a certain Number of F 


Land Forces is mentioned; but, in my Opi- 
nion, the Mutiny Bill always did, and now 
does extend, not only to the Number of For- 
ees therein mentioned, but to all the Land 
Forces that fhould be raifed within that Year: 
However, Iam no Lawyer, tho’ 1 am in the 
Neighbourhood of a very good one, to whom 
J thall leave the Determination of this Point, 
and I hope he will be fo good as to rife up 
and give the Houfe his Opinion upon it. 

E—] of C ld. My Lords, netwith- 
ftanding what the noble D-ke who {poke laft, 
has been pleafed to fay in Favour of the Mef- 
Sage now under our Confideration, it ftill ap- 


now at the End of the laft Seflion of a 
long Parliament: It really appears to me in 
the fame Light, as if an Application thould 
be made to a Man on his Death-bed, a Man 
in his utmoft Cadueity; to bequeath all he 
has in the World, to thofe who are utter 
Strangers to him; nay, to thofe who have 
been generally. reputed his greateft Ene- 
Miles 

I cannot agree with the noble D-ke that 
fuch Meflages have been frequent: It is cer- 
tain they were never heard of till of late 
Years; I doubt if fuch an unlimired Power 
was ever before afked for; Iam fure fuch a 
Power was never afked for but when the Na- 
tion was in imminent as well as great Dan- 
ger; for to tell-us that the Liberties of Zu- 
rope may be fwallowed up by the prefent 
War, and that therefore this Nation is 19 
great Danger, is no Excufe for our breaking 
thro’ all the Forms and Methods of proceed~ 
ing in Parliament, by agreeing to the extra- 
ordinary Step now I cannot think 
that the Liberties of Europe are in fo great 


G Danger of being fwallow'd up in the Event 


the prefent War as fome People fem willing 
we thould believe ; but granting they were, i 
is but a confequential Danger to this Nation j 
and to exeufe fuch an ex Step the 
Danger ought not enly to be great, ened 
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nent; I do not think that any Thing ought 
to force us to make fuch a Step, but when 
we are in immediate Danger of a powerful 
Invafion from abroad, or of a very terrible 
Infurreétion at home. With refpec to all 
other Dangers, we may deliberately provide 
againft them, according to the ufual Methods 
of proceeding in Parliament ; and if Prece- 
dents fhould be fearched into, I believe it will 
appear, that no fuch Meflage as the prefent 
was ever fent to Parliament, but when we 
had good Reafon to apprehend one of the 
two immediate Dangers I have mentioned. 
Now, my Lords, in the prefent Cafe it is 
not fo much as pretended that we are in any 
imminent Danger; on the contrary. we are 
told, that no material Alteration has hap- 
pened fince the Beginning of the Seffion ; 
therefore if we are now in any imminent 
Danger, we were in the fame State at the 
Beginning of the Seffion ; and if we were fo at 
that Time, why were we not then made ac- 
quainted with it? If we had then been made 
acquainted with it, we might have long before 
now taken the Circumftances of the Nation 
into our Confideration, and might have fuffi- 
ciently provided againft the greateft Danger that 
can be fuppofed in a regular parliamentary 
Way: But fuppofe, my Lords, fome confide- 
table Alterations have happened fince the Be- 
ginning of the Seffion, which this Houfe can- 
not, I think, pretend either to affirm or deny, 
becaufe we have been kept in utter Darknefs 


of the Powers upon the Continent, while it 
is engaged in a dangerous and heavy War with 
another Power, will do any Thing, or at- 
tempt any Thing that may in the leaft tend 
to draw the immediate Vengeance of this Na- 
tion upon its Head? Is it poffible to imagine 
any Nation on Earth fo weak, or rather fo 
mad in their Politicks ? I have not, "tis true, 
the Honour to have been made acquainted with 
the feveral Engagements we may be under at 
prefent to foreign Powers; but if I can judge 
from fuch of them as have been made pub- 
lick ; if I can draw any Conclufion from the 
many Treaties and Alliances lately made, I 
muft conclude, that at prefent we are in good 
Terms with all the Powers in Europe at leaft, 
therefore I muft conclude we cannot be in any 
Danger from any of them; and I hope no 
Danger we may have'to fear from any other 
Quarter of theWorld, can be of Weight e- 
nough to prevail with this Houfe to agree to 
fuch an extraordinary Meafure. 

I fhall grant, my Lords, that we might 
perhaps have offended the Imperial Court, by 
the Treaty made at Hanover with the French 5 
but furely we have made up that Breach by 
our late Treaty of Vienna, by which we ge- 
neroufly, and without the leaft valuable Con- 
fideration, became Guarantees of the Prag- 
matick Sanétion. As to France, we have of 
Jate Years heaped fo many Favours upon that 
Nation, that I cannot think they have any 
Reafon, or indeed any Inclination to do us 


with refpeét to the Situation of our foreign JP) an Injury: Did not we by the Treaty. of 


Affairs ; fuppofe fome new Dangers are now 
to be apperhiended, which could not be 
thought of or forefeen at the Beginning of 
the Seffion, what Neceffity is there for pro- 
viding againft them in a Manner fo incon- 
fiftent with our Conftitution? Are they fo 
imminent that we have Reafon to apprehend 
their coming upon us in a few Days? It is 
impoffible to fuppofe any fuch ; and if no fuch 
Dangers can be fuppofed, what Reafon have 
we to break thro” all the Forms of Parlia- 
ment? Is there any Neceflity for putting an 
immediate End to the prefent Seffion? No, 
my Lords, by the Septennial Law this Par- 
liament may continue fitting till September or 
OGober next; before that Time the Dangers 
we are now threatened with may blow over, 
or if they fthould approach nearer, we may 
provide againft them in that Manner, and ac- 
cording to thofe Forms which the Wifdom of 
our Anceftors has contrived for the Preferva- 
tion of our Liberties. 

We are told our Neighbours are at War, 
they have great Armies in the Field, and pow- 


erful Fleets ready to put to Sea: What is all G 


this, my Lords, to us ? Does not this add to. 
the Security of this Nation, inftead of fub- 
jecting us to any Danger ? If we are no way 
engaged in the War (and we are told we are 
not) if we have done nothing to give any 
jut Alarm, is it to be fuppofed that any one 





Hanover, which was made for pulling down 
the overgrown Power of the Houfe of Auffria, 
and the following Treaty of Seville, breale 
that clofe Union which had been contracted 
between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
fo much to the Prejudice of the Court of 
France ? And did not we thereby oblige Spaix 
to throw herfelf entirely into the Arms of 
France, by which we again united the two 
great Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon? 
And can we imagine that France will difturb 
us, while the is making the beft of that U- 
nion which we were fo good as to reftore? 
And as to Spain, my Lords, we did perhaps 
difoblige them likewife by our Treaty of Ha- 
nover, and fome other Meafures which wete 


F the Effeéts of that Treaty ; but have we not 


fince procured them the rich Dutchies of Tu/- 
cany, Parma and Placentia, for their Son 
Don Carlos? Did not we, at a great Expence 
to this Nation, fend a powerful Fleet into the 
Mediterranean, to conduét that Prince with 
the greater Pomp and Ceremony to the Do- 
minions we had procured for him in Italy? 
*Tis true, he did not make ufe of that Fleet, 
but was that Fault of ours, or can it be 
faid we had any felfith View in what we did, 
fince the Whole was tranfaéted without any 
Stipulation in our own Favour? By this we 


opened a Way for the Spaniards into "an 
. ’ - 
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nay, I donot know but that by our Manage- _ declare himfelf, or at leaft that fome of the 
ment we have likewife thrown the King of Powers engaged in War may become jealous 
Sardinia into the Arms of France, and have that heis to declare againft them, and’ confe- 
thereby opened a Way for the French likewife | quently may attempt to’ invade this Nation be. 
into Italy. Befides all thefe Favours heaped _— fore his Majefty can have the Affiftance of a 
upon our Neighbours, have not we, by the new Parliament, to enable him to provide a- 
moft full and explicit Treaties and Stipula- = gainft fuch Invafion. 
tions, fecured all our Rights and Pofleffions 4 This is an Argument I am forry to hear 
both abroad and at home; and in fuch Cir- “* made ufe of in this Houfe, and } am per- 
cumftances, after fo many glorious Treaties,  fuaded the noble Lords who make ule of it, 
can it be imagined that we are in Danger of do not mean fuch a Conclafion as feems na- 
being invaded or infulted by any of our  turailly to flow from it; for, in my Opinion, 
Neighbours ? it plainly feems to carry this Infinuation, that 
This, my Lords, I take to be the Cafe as _—‘ the granting of fuch a Power at the End of 
to our paft Management; but it is faidthe every Parliament, will be always necefiary 
prefent War may take fuch a Turn as may _ hereafter. If that were really the Cafe, I 
lay his Majefty under a Neceffity of fending B fhould be very apt to conclude, that the Pow- 
immediate Affiftance to the unfortunate Side, | er would then be made ufe of, not to defend 
in order to prevent the Balance of Power in the Nation againft foreign Invafions, but to 
Europe from being quite overturned. This is defend the Minifters againft the Danger they 
a Suppofition which really to me feems as might have Reafon to apprehend from an an- 
extraordinary as the Meéfiage now under our _ ti-minifterial Parliament, in cafe the new one 
Confideration. I will readily allow, that the fhould appear to be of fiich a Complexion ; 
Fate of War is precarious, but I cannot eafi- and I am very fure, that a Minifter with 
ly admit that a whole Campaign, even the re fuch a Power in his Hands, and fuch a Par- 
moft unfortunate that can be fuppofed, can ~ liament againft him, would never allow that 
make the Emperor abfolute Mafter of France, Parliament to meet. 
Spain and Sardinia, or can make France ab- We are now told, as I have already taken 
folute Mafter of the whole German Empire; Notice, that our Neighbours are deeply en- 
for we know that France has ftood out many _g@ged in War one againft another, that they 
unfortunate Campaigns againit the united have great Armies in the Field, and powerful 
Powers of Germany, England, Holland, Por- Fleets ready to put to Sea; that they may 
tugal and Sardinia ; and tho’ Spain and Sar- _ conceive a Jealoufy that we are to join againft 
dinia now make ufe of France to enlarge their D them, and may confequently invade us before 
Dominions in Italy, yet if France thewed the the King can have the Affiftance of a new 
leaft Inclination to make a Conqueft of Ger- Parliament to enable him to provide againft 
many, they would both turn their Arms a- that Invafion; therefore before we draw our 
gainit her, becaufe they muft preferve Ger- _ lait Breath we muft, it is faid, for our own 
many in order to preferve their own Dominions Safety, put an abfolute Power into the Hands 
of the Crown, to continue till the Minifters 
he new Parliament. 
far from being the fame they were at the Be- 
ginning of the late War; the King of France 
was then abfolute Mafter of Spain, and could 
make that Nation do whatever he had a 
Mind; but now France muft a& very cau- 
tioufly, in order not to give that Nation any 
Jealoufy of her aiming at too great an Increafe 
ot Power, otherwife the Spaniards may foon as great Armies and as powerful Fleets ~s 
become as deadly Foes to the French as ever _ they have now; and may we not then 
they were heretofore: I muft therefore F told, Your Neighbours are now n° Way &n- 
think, my Lords, that the Liberties of Eu- gaged elfewhere, their Armies ate q be 
rope are not in fuch Danger of being fwallow- very near the Sea Coaft, their Fleets may 
ed up in the Event of the prefent War; but made ready to put to Sea ina Month's 
if they were, they cannot be fwallow’d up fo they may conceive a Jealoufy that 
foon, even by the moft fudden and moft fatal _ to. invade them, 
Accident, but what his Majefty may have 
‘Time enough to apply in a regular Manner to ry this 
his Parliament for Advice and Affiftance, be- G into the Hands of the Crown ? Will not a 
fore he can be under a Neceffity of declaring ~ Argument be then fironger than the ABO 
himfelf of either Side of the Queftion. ment now made uf of? It will, ™ 
_ But, my Lords, we are told that this Par- in my Opinion, be 
liament muft be diffolved ; and before a new _ certainly in 
ene can meet his Majefty may be obliged te invaded by our Nei 
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their Troops unemployed, and quartered upon 
the Sea Coafts, than when all their. Troops 
are marched many 100 Miles from their Sea 
Coaft, and employed againft another Enemy ; 
and furely they may more fuddenly fit out 
a Fleet proper for that Purpofe, when none of 
their Ships of War are employed elfewhere, 


than when they are obliged to keep many of A 


them in. Seas very far diftant from this Ifland. 

The Diétatorial Power was, my Lords, a 
Part of the Roman Conftitution, even from 
the very Beginning of their Republick ; but 
while they preferved their Virtue, while they 
preferved their Liberty, this Power was never 
granted but upon the moft important, the 
moft urgent Occafions, and was never granted 
for a longer Term than fix Months; when 
the Virtue and the publick Spirit of that once 
brave People began to decay, this Power was 
often granted upon trifling Occafions; it then 
began to be granted for a lofig Term, and foon 
after was granted for Life: With this laf 
Grant they granted away all the Liberties of 
their Country for ever: The Diétator might 
die, but the Power was handed down imme- 
diately to another; the Tyranny became per- 
petual.e The Power now afked for is in fome 
Meafure a Diétatorial Power, it has but of 
late Years crept into our Conftitution, it was 
never yet granted but on the moft urgent Oc- 
cafions; but if we once begin to grant it for 
a Time indefinite; and on fuch Suppofitioris 
and May-be’s, I can eafily ferefee what will 
be: It will at laft, nay, it will foon be ei- 
ther granted or taken for Life, and then adieu 
for ever to the Liberties of Great Britain. 

I will allow, that by our Conftitution our 
Kings have always had, during the Interval 
ef Parliament, a Sort of Diétatorial Power, 
a Power to take Care that the Common- 
wealth may be no Way injured; and there- 


fore in cafe of any fudden and unexpected E 


Danger, the King may raife Forces, or may 
fit out a Fleet, for preventing that Danger; 
and where the Danger is apparent, it is cer- 
tain the King never did, nor ever will want 
Money as long as there is any in the Nation ; 
for upon fuch an Occafion no Man will refufe 
to lend his Money to the Government; and 
the Parliament will certainly approve of what 
has been done, and provide for the Re- pay- 
ment of what has been borrowed, providing 
it be made appear to them that there was a 
Neceffity for putting the Nation to that Ex- 
pence; but the afking for fuch a Power be- 
fore-hand, looks as if fomething were in- 
tended which could not well be approved of : 
It looks as if the Nation were to be put to 
an additional Expence without any apparent 
Reafon for fo doing, and as if this anticipated 
Credit were afked for from Parliament, in or- 
der to encourage People to lend their Money 
to the Publick, tho’ they fee no Neceffity for 
any fuch publick Expences No Man will ree 


fufe to let an Infant of a good Eftate have 
whatever may be neceflary for his Subfiftence 3 
for this he has no great Occafion for any Let- 
ter of Credit from his Guardians ; but if his 
Guardians fhould be fuch Fools, or rather 
fuch unfaithful Guardians, as to give him an 
unlimited Letter of Credit for borrowing 
whatever he himfelf might think neceflary 
for his Subfiftence, it would certainly tend to 
throw him into Extravagance, and might 
make him a Prey for Ufurers and Extore 
tioners. Rete: 

I am very well convinced, my Lords, that 
the Safety of the People will not be any Way 
better fecured by the Refolution now pro- 
pofed; but I am very far from thinking that 
the Power of the Crown will be no Way 
enlarged ; if it were really thought fo; I am 
fure no Minifter would ever give himfelf the 
Trouble of perfuading uhe King to fend fuch 
a Meffage to Parliament ; but fuppofe I were 
convinced that no additional Power .is by this 
Propofition to be granted to the King; that 
very Confideration would with me be a moft 
prevailing Argument for beiog againft it; for 
it muft be allowed that what is now propofed 
is fomething very extraordinary, and contra- 
ry to all thofe Forms and Methods of pro- 
ceeding in Parliament, which long Experience 
has taught us to be necefiary for the Prefetva- 
tion of our Liberties ; why then thould we 
make fo great an Incroachment upon our Con- 
ftitution, if neither the Safety of the People, 
nor the Security of the Crown, be thereby 
any way improved ? This Reafon, I fay, my 
Lords, if there were none other, would pre- 
vail with me te be againft agreeing to the 
Propofition now before us ; but as I think it 
of the moft dangerous Confequence to the Li- 
berties of the People, as Ithink that a Pow- 
er is thereby to be granted to the Crown, 
which ought never to be granted but in Cafes 
of the utmoft, the moft imminent Danger; 
therefore I fhall moft heartily give my Negae 
tive to it. 

L—d H——ck. I think, my Lords, it is 
now admitted by both Sides, that during the 
Interval of Parliament his Majefty has by 
Law, and without any previous Authority 
from Parliament, a Power to provide for the 


F Safety of the Kingdom, and confequently be 


muft have a Power of doing whatever fhail 
appear to be neceffary for that End; therefore 
I hope it will be no longer infifted on, that 
there is any thing very extraordinary either 
in the Meffage now under our Confideration, 
or in the Propofition that hag been made to 
us in Confequence of it-. His Majefty only 
asks for a previous Authority for doing. what 


G he certainly might do without any fuch Au- 


thority ; and we by the Addrefs propofed to 
us, only promife to fupport his Majefty in 
what fhall appear to be neceffary for the 
Safety of the Nation, and for the Support of his 

4U Crown 
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Crown and Dignity. If the Nation fhould to be as‘much a Part of the Laws of Eny- 
be unneceffarily put to Expence, ifanyextraor-  dand as any other Part of the Common Law 
dinary Meafures fhould be purfued, without a = nay, as any Statute exprefly enacted by King, 
Neceffity for fo doing, the Minifters will be Lords and Commons. "Tis trve, my Lords, 
anfwerable for it, and may be punifhed inthe _ there is not, J believe, any express Statute for 
fame Manner as if no fuch Addrefg had ever _—direéting the Method of obtaining the Con- 
been propofed; and as there is no extraordina- _—_fent in Queftion ; but there is never an exprefs 
ry Power asked for, or propofed to be granted, A Statute made in any Cafe, but whete the 
the Method of doing it cannot be of any “* Common Law js either doubtful or deficient ; 
Weight in the Debate, nor can it be attend- and as this Part of the Common Law, a 
ed with any iJ] Confequence. this Cuftom of Parliament was never before 
As to the giving his Majefty a Power by _— called in Queftion, ft ‘was never thought 
an Addrefs or a Vote, to raife Land Forces, neceflary to make any exprefe Statute 
there is certainly nothing illegal in it; for for regulating the Method of obtaining 
tho’ the King cannot by Law raife or keepup the Confent of Parliament ; but in this 
& Standing Army in this Nation in Time of Age we feera inclined to call in Queftion every 
Peace without Confene of Parliament; yet, B Cuftom and every Maxim eftablifhed by our 
my Lords, I know of no Law that direéts  Ancettors, efpecially when it interferes with 
how that Confent isto be obtained ;-it may, any favourite Point our Minifters have in 
in my Opinion, be had by a Vote or an Ad- = View. 
drefs from each Hovfe of Parliament, as well I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed, that 
as by an Act regularly paffed in Parliament. no Tax cam be impofed or levied upon the 
And as to the Mutiny Bill which we have People but by Confent of Parliament: This, 
already paffed, it is the fame with former I hope, will be allowed t» be one of the fun- 
Bills of the like Nature 5 tho’ there be a par- -, damental Maxims of our Conftitotion, and 
ticular Number of Land Forces mentioned in© the Meaning of this Maxim I atways took to 
the Preamble, yet the enaéting Part is ge- be, that no Tax could be raifed but by A@ 
neral, and comprehends all the regular Forces of Parliament; but as there is no exprels 
that then were on Foot, or that thall be raif- Statute for regulating the Method of obtain- 
ed in this Kingdom during the Continuance of -ing the Confent of Parliament in this Parti- 
that Ad. cular, I do not know but it may now be 
Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing  faid, that Taxes may be impofed, or the King 


illegal or extraordinary in the Meflage, or in may be enabled to impofe a Tax by a Vote, 
the Propofition now under our Confideration ; ED) or by an Addrefs from both Houfes of Parlia- 
as from the prefent known Circumftances of | ment; I am fure it may be faid, that this 


Europe fome Accidents may happen that may Method of obtaining the Confent of Parlia- 
put this Nation under a Neceflity of making a = ment is as fufficient for the raifing of Money 
further Provifion for Self-defence ; andas thofe _as it is for the raifing of an Army: Indeed if 
Accidents may fall out fo fuddenly and founex- = we agree to the Propofition now before us, it 
pectedly, that there may not be a Poffibility will feem to infinuate as much ; for tho’ we 
for his Majefty to have Time totake the Ad- do not thereby exprefly impower his Majefty 
vice and Affiftance of a new Parliament, Ik to impofe a Tax, yet we are to impower him 
cannot but be for agreeing to the Propofition ~ to borrow Money, for the Re-payment of 
now made to us. which fome Tax or another muft be impofed 
L—j B———/?. My Lords, Ihaveavery next Seflion of Parliament; and I do not 
great Regard for the Opinion of the noble know but the Gradation will be found more 
Lord who fpoke laft, efpecially in fo far as —_—eafy than fome People at prefent feem to appre- 
relates to the Laws and the Conftitution of  hend, for us to proceed from impowering the 
this Kingdom ; and therefore 1 am the more Crown, by way of a Vote or an Addrefs, to 
furprized to hear him declare, that he knows _raife Money by a Loan, to that of impower- 
of no Law which determines and directs the F ing the Crown by way of a Vote or Addrels, 
Method by which his Majefty is to have the to raife Money by any Tax the Crown thal! 
Confent of his Parliament. I will not pre- _— think fit to impofe. 
tend to be fo well acquainted with the Laws As to the Mutiny Bill, my Lords, Sore 
or the Statutes of this Realm as that learned _ did not take particular Notice of the Bill la 
Lord; but I am fure there is a Law which paffed in this Houfe : T hat Bill is now become 
determines the Method by which his Majefty fo much a Bill of Courfe, that I never once 
is to have the Confent of his Parliament, as doubted its being in the fame Words with - 
well with re(pe€t to the raifing and keeping _ ther Bills of that Nature formerly paffed " 
up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, as_ Parliament, and therefore I did pot von 
with refpe€t to every other Cafe where the G with that Attention which I ought to Bills 
Confent of Parliament is neceflary by our done; but I am fure that in ene forme once 
Conftitution: I mean, my Lords, the Lex of the fame Nature, the Number of com 
© Confuetudo Parliamenti, which I look upon to be kept up was mentioned to be fo mab?” 








and No more: Whether the Words Vo more 
be in the laft Bill I cannot determine ; but 
grant they are not, I am perfuaded fome. Lord 
of thie Houfe, or fome Member of the o- 
ther would -have taken Netiee of their hav- 
ving been Jeft out, if it had not been thought 
that they muft neceffarily be ynderftood: And 


I think every Man has good Reafon to fup- A 


pofe, that no greater Number of the Subjects 
of England can be fubje&ed to the Martial 
Law than the Number mentioned in that 
Bill, whether the Words JVo more be added or 
not. It is certain that no Part of the Come 
mon Law, much lefy Magne Cbarte, or any 
other exprefg Statute, can be repealed but by 
A& of Parliament: I hope it will not be 
faid that any one of the ftanding Laws of 
England can be repealed by a Vote or an Ad- 
drefs trom both Houfes of Parliament, tho’ 
I do not know indeed but even this Doétrine 
may hereafter be infifted on as a natural Con- 
fequence of the Doétrine this Day advanced in 
this Houle. 

However, my Lords, I hope we will not 
this Day advance fo far in our new Improve- 
ments; and therefore it muft be allowed, that 
no private Man can be ftript of thofe Liber- 
ties and Privileges which he enjoys by Magna 
Charta, and many other exprefs Statutes, 
without a new Law made for that Purpofe ; 
and I hope it will be granted, that whatever 
general Words are in any Statute, which are 
or may feem to be contrary to the Liberty of 
the Subject, are always to be taken in the 
moft confined Senfe ; they cannot be fo much 
as explained, much lefs extended, by a Vote, 
or by an Addtefs, of either or of both Hou- 
fes of Parliament. It will likewife, 1 hope, 
be granted, that all thofe who are by the 
Mutiny Bill fabjeéted to the Martial Law, 
are thereby ftript of a great many of thofe Li- 


berties and Privileges they are intitled to as F 


Subje&ts of England ; and therefore if there 
are any general Words in that Bill, for fub- 
jeGting all thofe to the Martial Law who fhall 
thereafter inlitt in his Majefty’s Service ; 
thefe general Words muft to the 

cular Number of Men mentioned in the Bill, 
and when that Number is compleat, no Man 
that lifts thereafter can be fubjected to the 
Martial Law either by a Vote or an Addrefs 5 
there muft be a new Bill for that Purpofe, other- 
wife there is not a Man in the Kingdom but 
may be fript of moft of the valuable Privileges 
he enjoys as a Subject of England, by.a fin- 
gle Vote in Parliament ; for if we can by a 
Vote or an Addrefs, impower his Majefty to 
raife as many Land Forces a8 he pete, and 
fubject all the Forces fo raifed to 

Law, we certainly can, by the fame Method, 
impower the Crown to imprefs Men intothe 
Setvice ; and if fuch a Vote thould be paffed, 
what Man in the Nation could fay he had ap 
Hour's Certainty of enjoying thofe Liberties 
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and Privileges he is intitled to as a Subj 
of England. aust 
My Lords, till this Day it has always been 
held for an undoubted Truth, that the Con- 
fent of Parliament cannot be obtained any 
other Way than by a Bill brought into either 
Houfe, and regularly paffed through both: By 
the Cuftom of Parliament this Bill muft be 
twice read, then committed, and then read @ 
third Time in each Houle, before it can be 
prefented to the King for his Confent; and 
then at laft it muft have the Royal Affent be- 
fore it can be looked on as a Law of this 
Kingdom, or a9 a Regulation to which the 
Parliament has given its Confent. Thef 
Forms and Methods of ing in Parlia- 
ment were wifely eftablifhed by our Anceftors, 
to give Time to every Gentleman of either 
Houfe to be fully apprifed of what he was 
about, to confider maturely all the Confe- 
quences of what was propofed, and even to 
confult and advife with his Friends, before he 
fhould be obliged to determine himfelf as to 
either Side of the Queftion; and if ever this 
Method fhould be altered, if ever the Doc- 
trine fhould take Place, that we may do as 
much by a Vote as we can do by a Bill, our 
Conftitution will be wpon tht moft precarious 
Footing ; both Houfes of Pa:liament may be 
furprifed into a Thing which it will never be 
in the Power of the Nation to retrieve ; nay, 
I do not know but fome Day or another borh 
Houfes may be brought in by Surpige to fur- 


D render up to the Crown all the Rights, Li- 


berties, and Privileges of their Country by one 
fingle Vote. 

There is a very great Difference, my 
Lords, between anticipated Promifes and fu- 
ture Provifions. The firft is a running in 
Debt, the other is a paying of ready Money 
for what we have; and the Nature of Man- 
kind is fuch, that moft Men are apt to be 
more extravagant when they live mpon Credit 
than when they pay ready Money for every 
Thing they have. This Nation has already 
fuffered feverely by the former Pragtice, and 
therefore J with we would begin to think of 
following the Jatter only for the future: But 
there is this further Difference between 
the Parliament's providing afterwards for 


F what the Nation has been obliged necef- 


farily to expend, and promifing before-hand to 
provide for what the Adminiftration may 
thereafter think themfeves neceflasily obliged 
to expend, that in the firft Cafe the Honour 
of Parliament is no Way engoged to the 
Creditors of the Publick ; and if the Nation 
fhould be idly and extravagantly run into Debt, 
I believe the Parliament would not think 
themfelves any Way obliged to pay the Debrs 
which had been fo contracted, efpecially, be- 
caufe in fuch.a Cafe it may be fupp fed, thar 
thofe, who! had upon fach an Account be- 
come the Creditors of the Publick, wovid 
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generally confift of the Creatures and Favou- 
rites, perhaps the Truftees of the Minifters ; 
but in the latter Cafe the Parliament ftands 
engaged for all the Debts that ‘thall be con- 
trated, whether the Expence was ‘neceffary 
or not: The giving of anticipated Promifes is 
giving a previous Credit to Minifters, it is 
putting a parliamentary Truft in them, it is 
really vefting in the Minifters a parliamen- 
tary Authority, by which many innocent 
private Men may be encouraged and drawn in 
to lend them their Money, and therefore the 
Honour of Parliament  ftands engaged to re- 
pay that Money to the publick Creditors, 
without any Regard whether it has been ne- 
ceffarily expended for the Benefit of the 
Publ ck or not. 

’ | fhall readily grant, my Lords, that if in 
Confequence of fuch anticipated Promifes the 
Minifters fhould run the Nation into an un- 
neceflary Expence, the next Parliament 
might punith the Minifters who had advifed 
fuch Meafures; but fuppofe fuch Minifters 
were actually hanged up, as they certainly 
would deferve, would that make good the 
Damage the Nation had fuftained? Their 
Sufferings might perhaps make fome Holy 
Days for the Populace: But can we foppole 
that their Eftates would be fufficient to reim- 
burfe the Publick, or to fatisfy the Debts 
with which they had loaded the Publick, by 
Means of the Credit imprudently given to 
them by Parliament ? Surely there is more 
Wi dom in not putting it in a Man’s Power 
to betray his Truft, than there is in foolifhly 
and needleisly repofing a great Truftin a Man, 
whereby he is not only enabled but perhaps 
tempted to cheat one; and then hanging him 
for doing fo. This is really the prefent Cafe ; 
the giving fuch an unlimited Credit to Mi- 
nifters, is laying them under avery great 
‘Temptation to defraud the Publick. We 
know, my Lords, how natural it is for Men 
to hope for Impunity; nay, we know how 
difficult it is even for Parliament to bring great 
and high Criminals to condign Punifhment ; 
and fuch a Power and Credit as are now pro- 
pofed to be given, may afford a Precedent, 
by which fome future Minifter may be enabled 
to put it abfolutely out of the Power, both of 
the Parliament and the People, ever to punith 
him, or any fuch as him thereafter. 

The Power and Credit now propofed for ns 
to give are, my Lords, at all Times dangesous, 
but much more fo when granted at the very 
End of a Parliament, and juf before a new 
Election. I do not believe that any bad Ufe 
wil pe made of the unlimited Credit now 
propo‘ed to be givens it is not to be fup- 
pefed that a bad Use can be made of any Powers 
we give under his Majefty’s wife Adminiftra - 
tion; but F do not know what may happen 
hereatter: If we thould ever chance to have 


en ambitious Prince upon the Throne, or a 


weak Prince under the fole Management of 
guilty and wicked Minifter, a Precedent ios 
unlimited Powers may be then obtained from an 
expiring Parliament, under Pretence of de- 
fending the Nation againft i and un- 
known Dangers, but really in order doubly to 
arm that Prince or Minifter againft our Con- 
ftitution: That is to fay, to furnith him 
with Money: to be laid out in procuring a 
Majority of the Creatures and Slaves of the 
Adminiftration to be returned for the enfuing 
Parliament ; but in Cafe he fhould fail of 
Succefs in that Attempt, to furnith him with 
fuch a Standing Army as might be fufficient to 
protect him againft the higheft Refentinent of 
B the new Parliament, or to fupport him with- 
out any Parliament atall. if the firft Pro- 
je& thould fucceed ; if he thould by Bribery 
get a Parliament to his Mind, fuch a Parlia- 
ment we may believe would certainly conclude 
with a like Vite of Credit, in order to chufe 
the next; and thus a tyrannical Adminiftra- 
tion, anda flavith Parliament would for ever 
be entailed upon this Nation. But fuppofe he 
fhouid fail in his Project of Bribery, he would 
then have Recourfe to his Army, and might 
thereby fupport himfelf without any Parlia- 
ment at all ; for furely no Man can fuppole 
that a Prince or Minifter, with a numerous 
Standing Army entirely under his Dire¢tion, 
and commanded by fuch Officers only as he 
fhal! pleafe to appoint, will ever want Money 
to fupport that Army, or to anfwer the other 
Demands of his Government: As long as the 
Parliament complies with all his Requefts, he 
will accept of what Money he wants ina legal 
Way ; but if the Parliament thould once be- 
gin to refufe, he will then refolve to raife 
that Money in an illegal Way, which he 
finds he cannothave in a legal. 

This, I hope, my Lords, is not the Defign 
at prefent; bat as what is now propofed may 
give Encouragement to the forming of fuch 
Defigns, and may be made a Precedent for 
rendering that Defign fuccefsful, therefore I 
muft be for difagreeing with the Motion. 

The E—I of P——~tt fpoke next in Fa- 
vour of the Motion; then the E—! of 
A—~—rd, and after him the D-ke of M—/ 

{poke both againft it ; and next, 

The Ld Ca——or. My Lords, the 

fent Situation of the Affairs of Exrepe is {0 

well known to every Lord in this Houfe, that 

it is very unneceflary to give any particular 
count of them : Confidering the Pas 
heavy War now actually begun, and 
many Powers engaged in it, it is certain 
fome Accidents may occur 
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Mefflage ; but as by that Meffage his Majefty 
defires no Powers but what were before vefted 
in him, therefore we are to look upon it only 
as an Application from his Majefty for the 
Advice of his Parliament, with Relation to 
what may be thought moft proper to be done 
at fuch a critical Junéture; and the Addrefs 
propofed by the noble D—ke is, in my 
Opinion, the moft dutiful and the moft pro- 
per Return we can make to fuch a gracious 
Meffage. 

If without fending any fuch Meffage to 
Parliament, the Minifters, in Cafe of an 
abfolute Neceflity, had augmented our Forces 
both by Sea and Land, and had borrowed 
Money for that Purpofe, can it be doubted but 
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to fee the Flame of War extinguithed ; and as 
it is to be hoped his Majefty will fucceed in 
his Endeavours that Way, before the Flame 
comes to fuch a Height, as that we may be 
neceffarily obliged to involve ourfelves in it, 
there is nothing can tend more towards making 
his Majefty’s Endeavours fuccefsful, than to 
convince all the Powers now engaged in War, 
that there is a perfeCt Harmony fubfifting 
between his Majefty and his Parliament; that 
we repofe an entire Confidence in his Majefty’s 
Wifdom and Conduét; and that we will be 
ready upon all Occafions to fupport thofe Mea- 
fures which his Majefty may find himéelf 
obliged to take: And is there any Thing can 
be a greater Teftimony of all this to Foreign- 


that the next Parliament would have approved B ers than our agreeing to the Addrefs now pro- 


of fuch Meafures, and would have provided 
for fuch Expence? But if they thould aug- 
ment our Forces either by Sea or Land, or put 
the Nation toany Expence, without an apparent 
Neceflity for fo doing, is there any Thing in 
the Addrefs propofed than can tend to juftify 
them for fuch a Piece of Mifmanagement ? 
Will not the next Parliament be left as fully 
at Liberty to punith them, as if no fuch Mef- 
fage had ever been been fent to Parliament, nor 
any fuch Addrefs prefented to the King? 

I will grant, my Lords, that by the Ad- 
drefs propofed the Minifters may have a little 
more Credit among the People than otherwife 
they might have had. I will allow that the 
Honour of Parliament will, by the Addrefs 


propofed, be engaged to provide for the Expence D 


that may beincurred, and to repay the Money 
that may be borrowed on that Account, whe- 
ther it thall appear that fuch Expence was 
neceffary or not; but this is the very Reafon 
that I am “for the Propofition made to us: 
Surely in fuch a dangerous Situation as the 
Affairs of Europe are in at prefent, the Na- 


tion is not to be left defencelefs, for fear a bad E 


Ufe thould be made of the Powers granted for 
providing for its Defence. Shall we refufe a 
reafonable Credit or reafonable Powers to our 
Government, and thereby expofe the Nation 
to be invaded or over-run by a foreign Enemy, 
and our Government perhaps entirely fubverted, 
only for fear that by granting fuch a Credit the 


Nation may perhaps be brought intoa little ¢ 


unnecefiary Expence, or for Fear our Mi- 
nifters fhould make a bad Ufe of that Truft 
which we repofe in them? My Lords, it is 
abfolutely neceffary at all Times and in all 
Countries, to pet fome Truft in thofe who are 
appointed to adminifter the Affairs of the 
Publick ; without fome fuch Truft it would 
be impoffible for any Government to fubfift ; 


and the greater Danger a Country is in 
T , :G rendering his Majefty’s Endeavours for re- 


the more Truft muft the People neceffa- 
rily repofe in their Governors. =~ 

But there is another Confideration which is 
of greater Weight with me: His Majefty 
tells us, he hae nothing more at Heart then 


pofed? This will convince every one of 
them, that in cafe any of them by their 
Obftinacy fhall provoke his Majefty to declare 
againft them, he will fall upon them with 
the whole Power of this Nation; and when 
the united Force of this Nation is thrown 
into the Scale, the Weight of it is well 
known to all the Powers in Europe. 

As to the Method of granting the Power 
or the Credit now afked for, there is nothing 
new in in it; it is what has been often prac- 
tifed before, and it is now the more neceflary, 
becaufe it is proper the Parliament thou!d be 
foon diffolved, and we do not know what 
may happen before it may be poffible for the 
new one toafiemble. °Tis true, the prefent 
Parliament does not of itfelf expire by the 
Septennial Bill, rill September or Ofober next, 
fo that there is not any abfolute Neceffity for 
calling a new Parliament before that Time ; 
but the fooner a new Parliament is called I 
believe it will be the better; for tho’ a new 
Parliament can do nothing but what the pre- 
fent may do, yet there is fuch a Thing as 
the Complexion of a Parliament to be confi- 
dered; and if the new Parliament thal] ap- 
pear to be as much devoted to his Majefty as 
the prefent, it will thew that a perfect Har- 
mony fubfifts between his Majefty and his 
People in general ; and the new Parliament 
being to continue for 7 Years, it muft add a 
much greater Weight to his Majefty’s Coun- 
cils, and to his Negotiations abroad, than 
can be expected from a Parliament that is to 
expire in 6 Months. 

Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing 
new or extraordinary in the Addrefs propofed, 
as I think it the moft proper Return can be 
made, and fuch a Return as we ought in 
Duty to make to his Majefty’s moft graci- 
ous Meffage ; and as I think it abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for the Safety of the Nation, and for 


eftablithing the Tranquillity of Europe fuc- 
cefsful, I thall give my Confent to it. 

L—d C———s again. My Lords, it is 
not to be deny’d, it has ‘not in this — 
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been deny’d, hut that the Parliament may 
grant, and have formerly, tho’ but very fel- 
dom, granted fome extraordinary Powers to 
the Crown when it has been made appear to 
them that the Nation has actually been in any 
great and imminent Danger; but to take fuch 
an extraordinary Step, to grant fuch exten- 
five and unlimited Powers to the Crown, 
when it is not f& much as pretended that the 
Nation is in any imminent Danger, I will 
aver to be not only anew, but a moft dan- 
gerons Precedent. ‘To tell us that the Nation 
may be in Danger, and therefore we muft grant 
fuch a Power as is now demanded, is certainly 
fomething very extraordinary: It is a Rea- 
fon for granting fuch Powers that will always 
exift, and in my Opinion it always will, 
and always ought to be more prevalent when 
our Neighbours are all at Peace with one 
another, than when they are deeply engaged 
in a War; for if ever any Quarrel fhould a- 
rife between us and any of them, if ever any 
of them fhould conceive Hopes of Advantage 
from making an Invafion upon us, it is cer- 
tain they will be in a better Condition, and 
more eafily induced to revenge that Quarrel, 
or to make an Invafion, when they are no 
way engaged elfewhere, than when they are 
deeply engaged in a War with fome other 
Nation, and have Ufe for all the Forces they 
can raife, in a quite different Part of the 
World. 

Ido aot know, my Lords, but that there 


tion were threatened with any imminent Dan. 
ger, his Majefty may immediately iffve oy: 
the ' and neceflary Orders for augment. 
ing Forces both by Sea and Land, and he 
may borrow what Money may be immedi- 
ately neceflary for that Purpofe; but upon 
any fuch Occafion it is certain, that his Ma- 
A Jetty ought at the fame Time to iffue a Pro- 
clamation ordering the Parliament to affem- 
ble forthwith, and whoever fhould advife 
him otherwife would be to the higheft De- 
gree criminal, and would deferve the fevereft 
Punifhment. As upon any fuch Occafion 
the Parliament might meet in a very few 
Weeks, we cannot fuppofe that any extraor- 
dinary Sums could be wanted in fo fhort a 
B Time: And as his Majefty enjoys the Hearts 
and the Affeétions of the People, their Pur- 
fes will always be open to him on any E- 
mergency, when the Danger is apparent, ef- 
pecially when they fee the Parliament fum- 
moned to meet, from which they may ex- 
pect immediate Reimburfement: Indeed 
when pretended and imaginary Dangers are 
C invented by Minifters, only for their own 
Ends, it is not to be fuppofed that they can 
borrow much Money from the People with- 
out a previous Authority from Parliament for 
doing fo: Therefore as there never can be 
any Occafion for fuch a previous Authority 
in the Time of real Danger ; as the granting 
of fuch a previous Authority can ferve only 
for enabling Minifters to load the Publick, 


may be Occafion for putting the Nation intoa D when there is no real Danger to be appre- 


better State of Defence than it is in at prefent ; 
but Iam convinced that Occafion is not now 
jo prefling but that it may be done in a re- 
gular parliamentary Way. ‘To pretend that 
the putting of an abfolute Power into the 
Hands of the Crown will give Weight to his 
Majefty’s Councils, and to his Negotiations 
abroad, is to fuppofe that Foreigners know 
much lefs of our Conftitution, or of the 
Temper of our People than they really do: 
Perhaps Ways and Means may be found to 
prevail upon a Parliament to do fo, but our 
Neighbours know that it is contrary to the 
Nature of our Conftitution ; from thence they 
will moft juftly conclude, that fuch a Mea- 
fure will render the Generality of the Peo- 
ple difaffeéted, and this of courfe will di- 
minifh the Weight of his Majefty’s Negoti- 
ations abroad, and will make Foreigners 
much more ready both to infult and invade 
ps, than we can fuppofe they would otber- 
wife be. 

i will admit, my Lords, that his Maijefty 
nas a Power of providing for the Safety of the 
Nation during the Interval of Parliament ; 


but that Power muft be very moderately ufed, G 


gud certainly in Cafe of any fudden Danger, 
the Parliament is to be called together as 
foon as poflible. Jf during the Recefs of Par- 
Lament it thould be difcovered that the Na- 


hended, as the granting of fuch previous 
Authorities may fome Time or other enable 
a Prince or Minifter to overturn our Contti- 
tution, no fach ought ever, in my Opinion, 
to be granted; but if ever any fuch is to be 
granted, it ought to be granted in a regular 
parliamentary Manner, and pot in the Man- 
F, ner now propofed, efpecially when even thole 
that afk for it, in fuch an extraordinary 
Manner, cannot fo much as fay that the 
Nation is in any imminent Danger. 
The E—I of Sm——gh {poke next for 
the Queftion; and then the E—I of I—a 
fpoke thus. My Lords, the Affair now be- 
fore us 1 take to be of the utmoft Confe- 
. quence: It is an Affair in which the Safety 
F of this Nation, and the Honour and Dignity 
of the Crown are, I think, very deeply con- 
cerned, and therefore I am furprifed to hear 
it treated by fome Lords in fo ludicrous a Man- 
ner: Such a Method of treating any Sv 
ought never, I think, to be made ule of, oF 
admitted into any of the Debates 12 this 
Houfe, but is ftill more improper whea made 
ule of foie, toes af fo very great Cone 
fequence as the prefent- 
‘Tho’ this Nation, my Lords, my = 
perhaps at this very Inftant be expoled to any 
immediate Danger, tho” we are ane 
any way engaged to take @ me 
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prefent War, yet it is highly probable we 
may at laft be obliged to engage ourfelves, in 
order to preférve that Balance of Power upon 
which the Liberties of Eurcpe, and confe- 
quently of this Nation, abfolutely depend ; 
nay it is certain, that we muft at laft engage 
in the War, in cafe his Majefiy cannot by 
his Authority, and by the Weight which his 
Councils say have in foreign Courts, oblige 
the contending Parties each to yield up fome of 
their Pretenfions, and all to fubmit to the 
juft Propofals which he may think proper to 
make, for reftoring the Tranquillity ot Ea- 
rope. Therefore, my Lords, in order to in- 
creafe his Majefty’s Authority, and give his 
Councils that Weight which they ought al- 
ways to have in foreign Courts, we ought 
to agree to the Propofition now made to us; 
for if the Powers now engaged tn War fee 
that his Majefty has an entire Confidence 
put in him by his Parliament, and that this 
Nation is in all Events well provided not only 
for its Defence, but for falling with great Vi- 
gour upon that Power, or that Side, which 
fhall by their Obftinacy provoke his Majefty’s 
Refentment, it will add a prevailing Weight 
to thofe Negotiations which his Majefty thall 
find it neceffary to enter into, and thereby the 
Balance of Power may be preferved, the Tran- 
quillity of Europe may be reftored, without 
this Nation's being at all obliged to take any 
Share in the War, and perhaps without lay- 
ing his Majefty under a Neceffity of making 
any great Ufe ef thofe Powers which are now 
propofed to be granted to him: Whereas if 
the Powers now afked for fhould be refufed, it 
will make Foreigners believe that nether the 
Parliament nor the Nation can put any great 
Confidence in his Majefty’s Conduct, and con- 
fequently they will have little or no Regard 
to any Propofition his Majefty may make to 


on either Side till he has had Time to take 
the Advice and Affiftance of a new Parlia-~ 
ment, and to make proper Provifions for the 
Defence of the Nation ; but it is impoffible 
to forefee how or when fome of our Neigh- 
‘bours may begin to fufpeét that we have fuch 
a Defign, and therefore it is neceffary for us 
immediately to prepare, at leaft to put our- 
felves in a proper Pofture of Defence, and to 
furnifh his Majefty with the Powers nece/- 
fary for that Purpofe, 

Iam furpris’d to hear it faid, that our 
Neighbours will always, even in Time of 
Peace, be in as good a Condition to execute 
a Defign fuddenly againft us, as they are at 
prefent. in Time of Peace, forme few of 
their Forces may perhaps be quartered upon 
their Sea Coafts, but then thefe Forces. are 
always, for the Convenience of Quarters, fe- 
parated and difperfed in fuch a Manner, as to 
put it out of their Power toaflemble any great 
Number at any one Place upon their Coaft, 
without giving us juft Ground for taking the 
Alarm, and fufficient Time to provide againft 


C them: Whereas, at prefent, they may march 


a great Detachment from their Army, and 
that Detachment may be atrived at @ proper 
Place for embarking, before it is poffible for 
us to know what Rout they have taken, or 
to fufpe&t that they are defigned againft us. 
In Time of Peace, their Men of War are all 
laid up in their Harbours, their Seamen are 
difperied, and many Materials are wanting be- 
fore a large Fleet can be fitted out ; and there- 
fore it is impoffible to imagine, that any of 
our Neighbours can then be in fuch Readi- 
nefs to make a fudden Invafion upon us, as 
they are at prefent, when moft of their Ships 
of War are ready fitted out, well mann’d, 
and provided with every Thing neceilary fur 
failing upon any Expedition. 


them ; by which this Nation will at laft be Ff For thefe Reafons, my Lords, I muft con- 


nece(farily drawn into the War, and will there- 
by be expofed to great Dangers and many Lof- 
fes, and put to an infinite Expence. 

The Eyes of all Europe are fix'd, my 
Lords, upon the Meafures to be taken by 
this Nation in the prefent Conjunéture, and 
if either of the Parties now engaged in War 
thould begin to fufpeét that we were to fall 
in with the other, to oppofe any of their De- 
figns, or to put a Check to the Succefs of 
their Arms, they would immediately, and 
with as much Difpatch and Secrecy as pofli- 
ble, attempt to make an Invafion upon us, 
elpecially if they faw that we were no Way 
provided aginft them: Thefe Sufpicions and 
Jealoufies may arife without any Foundation, 


they may begin to fufpect that his Majefty G 


has refolved and is preparing to join againft 
them, before any fuch Refolution be really 
taken, or any Preparations made for that 
Purpofe. *Tis"true, his Majefty may not 
perhaps be obliged to declare himéelf openly 


a 


clude, that we are now in greater Danger of 
being invaded, than we can ever be in Time 
of Peace, and if I thould refafe to grant the 
Powers now afked for, I thould really think 
myfelf criminal: If a Servant, who knew 
that his Mafter’s Houfe were in Danger of 
being attacked by Thieves, fhould leave the 
Doors open, in order to give them an eafy 
Opportunity of entering, to murder the Fa- 
mily and plunder the Houfe, I fhould think 
fuch a Servant more guilty than any of the 
Thieves themfelves ; and if I thould refule to 
give my Confent to the Refolution propofed, 
and an Invafion fhould be afterwards fuddenly 
made upon us, and this Nation thereby in- 
volved in War and Confufion, I thould look 
upon myfelf to be in the very Cafe of fuch 
a Servant, and therefore guilty of one of the 
moft heinous Crimes that can be committed 
againft my Country. 

E--] of Wo———ed. The noble Lords who 


have {poke in Support of the Refolution , 
pole 
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pofed to us, have all fpoke, as if this Na- 
tion were no Way provided for its Defence, 
which really tome, my Lords, feems to be: 
fomething very furprifing. 1 cannot compre- 
hend what we have been doing in all the 
former Part of this Seffion, if we have not 
already provided fufficiently againft any In- 
vafion that can be fecretly and fuddenly made 
upon us. Have we not refolved to keep up a 
very numerous Army of Land Forces in this 
Ifland, befides the numerous Army kept up 
in the neighbouring Ifand, which may be 
brought over upon any Emergency to our Af- 
fiftance ; and from all thefe, cannot we ina 
few Days form an Army of regular Troops? 
I am fure much greater than any Army of 
Foreigners that can be fent by Surprife to in- 
vade us. Surely no Lord in this Houfe can 
imagine, that fo numerous an Army muft al- 
ways be kept up in this Ifland, even in the 
Time of the moft profound Tranquillity : Nay, 
if we were actually engaged in War, I hope, 
it would not be thought neceflary to keep 
always fuch a Number of regular Forces at 
Home, in order to guard our own Dominions 
again{t Invafions ; 1 hope it would in fuch a 
Cafe be thought, that we might fafely fend 
a great part of them Abroad, in order to 
carry the War into the Territories of our 
Enemies, otherwife any War we may here- 
after engage in, muft become very chargeable 
and burthenfome to the Nation. But befides 
the Land Army we have already provided, 
have we not already made a very great Ad- 
dition to the Number of our Seamen, and have 
not we thereby already enabled his Majefty so 
fit out a Fleet much fuperior to any Squadron 
that can be fent againft us? From all which 
{ moft conclude, my Lords, that we have 
aJready fufficiently provided for the Safety and 
Defence of the Nation, againft any fudden 
and unexpected Attack thac can be made up- 
on us; and if his Majefty fhould think fit 
to join either of the Parties now engaged in 
the War; if any Foreign Power fhould de- 
clare War againft us, or if any of our Neigh- 
bours fhould openly prepare to invade us, his 
Maijefty would have Time enough to call the 
Parliament together, and thereby we fhould 
have an Opportunity of providing in a re- 
gular parliamentary Way for whatever thould 
be thought proper either for Offence or De- 
fence. 

I hope, my Lords, I thall always be as rea- 
dy asany Lord in this Houfe, to put all pro- 
per Confidence in his Majefty: I am on the 
prefenc Occafion extreamly willing to ftrength- 
en his Majefty’s Hands as much as poffible, 
in order to add Weight to his Negotiations, 
and to enable him to reftore by his Influence 
the Tranquillity of Europe, or to preferve by 
his Power the Liberties of Europe; but is 
there na Way of preferving the Liberties of 
Europe, without making a Sacrifice of the 


rae Great Britain? 
uch a Fretence to give up the Ri 
Parliament ? Are we to aoe an iene 
an unlimited Power, and by fuch.an extraor- 
dinary Method too, into the Hands of his 
Majefty’s Minifters? No, my Lotds, no fuch 
Power can ever be neceflary; 1 hope this 
Houfe will never agree to any fuch Minifte- 
rial Demand ; for the preent I muft look up- 
on as fuch: J fhall always look upin fuch ex- 
tenfive Demands as coming from the Mini- 
{ters only; they may be neceflary for the 
protecting of guilty Minifters, but they can 
never be neceffary for preferving the Honour 
or the Dignity of the Crown. 

The King has, no Doubt, a Power to 
make what Treaties, and to enter into what 
Negotiations he may think proper; and if 
the Nation fhould happen to be threatened 
with any immediate Attack, he may, and I 
hope always will take the proper Meatures for 
Preventing or defeating that Attack: In all 
fuch Cates it is not to be doubted but the Par- 
liament will approve of what has been done, 
when they come to examine into the Mea- 
fures fo taken, and find that they were wife- 
ly concerted, and neceflary for the End pro- 
pofed ; but if the contrary fhould appear ; if 
it fhould appear that difhonourable and incon- 
fiftent Treaties have been concluded ; that ri- 
diculous Negotiations have been fet on foot, 
and ridiculoufly carried on; that the Nation 
has been fometimes expofed to Dangers and 
Infults without any ju Caufe, and often put 
to great Expence when no Danger could pofli- 
bly be apprehended ; has not the Parliament, 
in fuch a Cafe, a Power? Are they not in 
Honour, in Duty to their Country, bound to 
enquire into fuch Mifccnduét, and to punith 
the Authors of fuch knavith or fuch foolith 
Councils? And fhall we, my Lords, thus be- 
FE, fore-hand approve of whatever Negotiations 

or Treaties the Minifters may be pleafed to 

advife his Majefty to enter into or conclude ? 

Shall we thus give an anticipated Promife to 

provide for whatever Expence the Minifters 

may pretend to think neceflary for the Na- 
tion’s Defence? No Minifters ought to de- 
fire fuch an implicit Faith to be placed in 
their future Management, and I cannot think 
that the prefent, by their late Conduct, de- 
ferve any fuch extraordinary Confidence. 
With refpeét to thofe who may become 

Creditors of the Publick, the Difference be- 

twixt an anticipated Promife and a pofterior 

Approbation hasbeen already fully explaines 

It has by both Sides been admitted, that the 

Honour of Parliament in the firt Cafe ftands 

engaged to the Creditass of the Publick, whe- 

ther the Expence incurred may be thought 
neceflary or not ; but in the laf Cafe the 

Honour of Parliament does not ftand engaged, 

unle(s it appear to them thagethe Expence w2® 


neceffarily incurred, But 1 muft likew!® 


Are we under 


B 
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take notice, my Lords, that it is the fame 
with refpeet to any Treaties that may be en- 
tered into: When the Parliament grants be- 
fore-hand fuch full Powers as ate at prefent 
demanded, the Honour of Parliament ftands 
engaged to fee fuch Treaties pun<tually per- 
formed, whether they be confittent with the 
Honour and Intereft of the Nation or not ; 
but when Treaties are concluded without any 
fuch full Powers from Parliament, the Ho- 
nour of Parliament is no way engaged to per- 
form them, unlefs they approve of them ; 
the moft that the Parliament or the Nation are 
in Honour obliged to do in that Cafe, is, to 
make a Sacrifice of thofe Minifters, who en- 
gaged their Country in fuch difhonourable or 
difadvantageous Treaties; but in the firft 
Cafe, Ido not fee how the Nation could get 
off from the Obligation, unlefs it were by 
making a Sacrifice of all thofe Members of 
either Houfe of Parliament, who confented 
to the granting of fach Powers, as well as of 
the Minifters themfelves. 

I will agree that the Queftion now before 
us isan Affair of the utmoft Confequence ; it 
isan Affair in which the Safety of the Nati- 
on, and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown 
are deeply concerned ; but I am convinced that 
the Safety of the Nation, and the Prefervation 
of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, 
confift in reje€ting the Propofition now before 
us: In this the Safety of the Nation certainly 
confifts, becaufe our agreeing to the Propofiti- 
on would, in my Opinion, be, to bring the 
Nation into a real domeftick Danger, under 
the Pretence of providing againft a foreign 
Danger, that is either altogether imaginary, 
or fo diftant that it may eafily be provided a- 
gainft without making a Sacrifice of our Con- 
ftitution ; and as the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown of Great Britain confifts in our 
King’s being the King of a free Peop'e, there- 
fore every Thing that may tend to encroach 
upon the Freedom of the People, which this 
Propofition direétly does, muft derogate both 
from the Honour and the Dignity of the 
Crown. 

I fhall likewife grant that the prefent Sub- 
je& ought to be treated in the moft ferious 
Manner: I am really forry to hear fuch Ar- 
guments founded upon fuch pretended Dangers 5 
for I may venture to prophefy, that if ever 
the Parliament of Great Britain fhould come 
into the Praétice of raifing Phantoms in the 
Air, as an Excufe for their granting extraor- 
dinary Powers to Minifters of State, the Li- 
berties of this Nation will then begin to ftand 
upon a very precarious Footing : They will 


D 


and as the future Safety of Minifters of State 
may very probably foon come to depend upon 
the Overthrow of our Conftitution, after our 
Liberties come to depend upon fuch Guardians, 
I am afraid they will be but thort lived. 

The noble Lord who {poke laft told us, 
that the Servant who left his Mafter’s Door 
open for the Thieves to entet and fteal, wz8 
as criminal as the Thieves themielves: In 
this I agree with him ; but in the prefert 
Cafe who is the Criminal, the treacherous 
Servant ? We are told, that the Nation is 
now in no greater Danger than it was at the 
Beginning of the Seflion ; therefore we are 
now either in no Danger, and confequently 
under no Neceffity of granting the Powers 
afked for, or we were then in great Danger, and 
theCriminal, the treacherous Servant muft be 
he who then knew of that Danger, and yet 
has concealed it from us, has concealed the 
Defign and the Approach of the Thieves, till 
it is become impoflible for us to fhut our Doors 
againft them, till it is become impoffible for 
us to guard againft the Danger from withou’, 
but by expofing ourfelves to as great Danger 
from within. 

L—d H——ey. My Lords, as fo much has 
been faid in Favour of this Queftion by the 
noble Lords who have fpoke before me, I thall 
Rive you but a very little ‘Trouble on the Sub- 
jeét. I thall fuppofe, my Lords, that the 
Danger we may be in is now neither greater 
nor more imminent than it was the very firft 
Day of the Seffion ; yet I think a very good 
and fufficient Reafon may be afligned, . for 
his Majefty’s being now obliged to make an 
Application to his Parliament for further Pow- 
ers, which he did not think himéelf under any 
Neceffity to make at the Beginning, or during 
the Continuance of the Seffion. 

Tho’ this Nation was in Danger at the Be- 





E ginning of the Seffion, yet, my Lords, his 


Majefty did not think the Danger fo imminent 
as to oblige him to put his People to any great- 
er Expence than what was at that Time pro- 
pofed, and has been provided for by Parlia- 
ment. While the Parliament continued fit- 
ting, his Majefty had no Ufe for any further 
Power, becaufe if the Danger fhould have ap- 
proached nearer, or begun to appear more for- 
midable, his Majefty could have immediately 
applied to his Parliament for further Afiift- 
ance ; but as an End is foon to be put to this 
Seffion of Parliament, as even the Parlia- 
ment itfelf will probably foon be diffolved, 
the Danger may become more imminent, 
and more formidable before the next Parliar 
rhent. can meet ; and as his Majeity canpot, 


depend entirely upon the Minitters for the G in that Cafe, immediately apply to Parliar 


Time being ; if they make a right Ue of the 
Powers granted them, our Conftitution may 
be, during their Time preferved ; but they 
may whenever they plea‘e turn thofe Powers to- 
wards the Overthrow of our Conftitution ; 


ment for further Affiftance, therefore, as he 
always has the Quiet and Safety of his Peo- 
ple much at Heart, he thinks himéelf obliged 
to ask for fome conditional Powers, that he 


roay be enabled, during the Interval of Pat- 
4X liament, 
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liament, to do that which the Parliament, I muft confefs, Sir, I had fome fort of De 
if it were fitting, would moft certainly enable pendence upon what they faid, but as they were 
him to do as foon as he thought fit to apply for | only the Words and Promifes of Minifters of 
the fame ; that is to make fuch further Aug- State, in which I never had any great Faith, 
mentation of his Forces, either by Sea or I begin now tobe afhamed even of that little 
Land, as may be abfolutely neceflary for the Confidence I put in them. I do not know 
Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms, andto indeed but that they may now find an Ex. 
concert iuch Measures as the Exigency of , cufe for their Breach of Promife in this Re- 
Affairs may require. fpect 5 for I muft grant that what they now 
If the Danger, my Lords, had become, or afk for is not properly a Vote of Credit, it is 
were now moreimminent, or more formida- an abfolute Surrender of all we have in the 
ble than it appeared at the Beginning of the World. This, indeed, is laying the Ax to 
Seilion, his Majefty would certainly haveap- the Root of the Tree, and may prevent our 
plied for an immediate Augmentation of his _ being ever troubled with any Demands for the 
Forces both by Sea and Land, and fora Pro- future: But as this is an Affair of the great- 
vifion’s being made by Parliament for that eft Confequence to the whole Nation, as well 
Purpofe ; and in fuch a Cafe whatever had B as to jthe Gentlemen now in this Houfe, | 
been done by Parliament muft have been done = hope fome longer Time will be given to Gen- 
by Way of Bill; but as there is no Neceflity tlemen to confider of fuch an extraordinary 
for any immediate Augmentation, his Ma- Demand, before they be obliged to determine 
jeity, willing to put off as long as he can what they are todo; for if they once agree 
charging his People with any new Expence, to fuch a Grant, it may be generoufly and vo- 
only defires a Power to make thac Augmen- _Iuntarily reftored, but it will never be in their 
tation, in Cafe it fhould become neceflary at Power to refume it. 
a Time when he cannot poflibly have the When we come to take the Meffage into 
immediate Affiftance of his Parliament. This, ~ our Confideration, I do not doubt, Sir, but 
my Lords, I muft think extremely reafonable, | the Hon. Gentleman who brought it us will 
nay even abfolute'y neceflary, confidering the not only give us the Reafons, why it became 
prefent State of che Affairs of Europe, and neceffary for his Majefty to fend us fuch a 
therefore I cannot refufe my Confent to the Meflage, but will likewife tell us why it was 
Propofition made to us. fo long of being fent, and therefore J thal] 





The Queftion was then put, and upon a not till then fo much fufpect his Candour, as 
Divifion was carried in the Affirmative. Of _ to think that there was any unfair Defignin 
Lords in the Houle there were 76 Contents D delaying it till fo many Gentlemen are gone 
and 39 Nit Contents ; of Proxies 25 Contents into the Country ; but as it has been fo long 
and 19 Not Contents. (See the Protefts on this delayed, 1 hope fome few Days will be grant- 
Occafion, in our Magazine for April, p.173.) ed before we take it into Confideration, that 


; . fome of thofe Gentlemen, at leaft, who are 
Desate in the Houle of C--ns, om bis Ma- gone into the Country, may have Time to 
Jefy’s Meffage, &c. return: I fhall not pretend to name any Day; 
The fame Day, viz. Tdurfday March 28. but if the Hon. Gentleman will be fo good as 
a Meffage to the fame Effect was prefented to withdraw his Motion, I doubt not of fome 
to the Houfe of Commons, by Mr. Co—or “ other Gentleman’s rifing up to propofe fome 
of the E——r, who mov'd that it fhould be —more diftant Day. 
taken into Confideration the next Day. Mr. C——or of the E r- Ihave not 
Whereupon, W- m Sh---en, Eig; flood forgot, Sir, what paffed in this Houfe the firft 
up, and fpoke as follows, wiz. When I re- Day of the Seffion: I remember that fome 
fect, Sir, upon what happened in this Houfe Gentlemen did then take Exceptions to fome 
the very firft Day of this Seffion, lam a good Expreffions in the Addrefs propofed, as if a 
deal furprifed at a Meflage of this Nature, and —— Promife af a Vote of Credit was couched un- 
the more that it is now brought in upon us F der thefe Expreffions: And upon that Occa- 
the very End of a Seffion, and that Seffion, fon I might for one take the Liberty to al- 
I fuppofe, the laft of a long Parliament. I fure the Houfe, that no fuch Ufe fhould be 
remember that J, as well as {ome otherGen- — made, or was intended to be made, of any Ex- 
tlemen, took Exception at fome Words pro- preffion then propofed to be put into our Ad- 
pofed to be in our Addrefs, in anfwerto his  drefs. This, I remember, was what 1 faid, 
Majefty’s Speech from the Throne at the and Ifaid no more: Nor can I believe that any 
Opening of this Seffion, becaufe they feemed more was faid by any Gentleman in this 
to bear fomething like a Promife of a Vote of -, Houfe; for as the Neceflity of demanding 
Credit; upon which Occafion the Hon. Gen- G Votes of Credit depends upon future Events, 
tleman who has made you this Motion, and it would have been ridiculous for any Gea- 
his Friends, pretended to be greatly aftonifhed _ tleman to have pretended to have 
at our Sagacity, and feemed, as Ithenthought, _no fuch Thing fhould be defired. 


to give us Affurances that nothing of that As to the Meflage itfelf, it is not now pro" 
Kind thould be afked for in this Seflion. m ‘ , pe 
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per to enter into the Merits of it, or into the 
Caufes which have produced it; but in all 
the Time I have had the Honour to fit in Par- 
liament, I remember no Inftance where a 
Meifage figned by the King has not been next 
Day taken into Confideration: This is a Re- 
{pect which has been always paid to the 


Crown, and I am fure his prefent Majefty A 


has never done any Thing to merit lefs Re- 
{pet being paid by the Parliament to him, 
than what has been paid to all his Prede- 
ceffors: 1 am perfuaded, when we come to 
enter into the Merits of the Meflage, there 
can be no Reafon found for making a Diftin&i- 
on between this and former Meffages of the 
like Nature; and the Neceffity of fending it 
at this Conjunéture will be made fully ap- 
pear; therefore, as 1 have already moved, I 
hope the Houfe will take it into Confideration 
To-mortow Morning. 

Sir W-----m W-----m. 1 muft own, Sir, 
my Surprife is as great as my worthy Friend’s, 
that a Meflage of this Nature fhould be fent 
to this Houfe fo near the Clofe of this Seffi- 
on ; for whatever Promifes were or were not 
made the firft Day of the Seffion, I am very 
fure that moft Gentlemen expected that every 
Thing of Confequence had been over long be- 
fore this Time, and upon this general Pre- 
fumption, a great many Gentlemen who have 
not the Honour to be let into minifterial Se- 
crets are gone into the Country, it being at 
prefent more neceflary, perhaps, than ufual, 


B 


C 


no Inftance to the contrary: "Tis true, S'r, 
fince I have fate in Parliament, I remember 
many, but too many, Metlages fomething of 
this Nature; and I believe they have always 
been taken into Confideration the next Day ; 
but that did not proceed fo much from the 
Refpect we owe to the Crown, as from the 
Caufe of fending the Meffage: There never 
was a Meflage of this Kind fent from the 
Crown, but when the Nation was threatened 
with fome fuch Thing as an immediate Inva- 
fion or Infurrection, which in the Body of 


the Meflige was exprefied to be the Reafon or | 


Caufe of fending fuch a Meffage; and as in 
fuch Cafes the near Approach of the Danger 
required the immediate concerting of proper 
Meafures to prevent it, we may fuppofe that 
this was the chief Reafon of their being fo 
immediately taken into Confideration by this 
Houfe: But as we are generally apt to improve 
upon bad Precedents, 1 will be bold to fay, 
there never was fuch a Meflage fent to Par- 
liament as the prefent, cither with Refpect 
to its Nature, to the Reafon of fending it, or 
to the Time of its being fent. By no Mef- 
fage that was ever fent to Parliament, was 
there an abfolute and unlimited Power de- 
manded by the Crown, which to every Gen- 
tleman muft appear, at firft Sight, to be the 
Demand now made upon us: There was ne- 
ver fuch a Meffage fent to Parliament but 
what informed us of fome immediate Danger 
impending, and juft ready to fall upon the 


for fuch Gentlemen to return to their re- D Nation; by the prefent Meflage we are told 


fpe&tive Countries, in order to prevent their 
being bought and jobbed out of that natural 
Intereft by which only they can expect to en- 
joy the Honour of reprefenting their Coun- 
try in Parliament: But however neceflary 
their Prefence there may be at this Time, 
yet if Time be allowed them, I doubt not 


but moft of them will think it their Duty 7 


to return to the Service of their Country in 
this Houfe, when they hear that a Matter of 
fo very great Importance is to come before 
us: It ise, I think, Sir, a Matter of the high- 
eft Importance: It is, as my worthy Friend 
called it, an abfolute Surrender of our All; a 
Surrender of the Rights, and a delegating 
the Power of Parliament to the Crown: 
This abfolute Power, "tis true, is now de- 
manded but till next Seffion ; but if it were 
not for the great Confidence I repofe in his 
prefent Majefty, I fhould be much afraid the 
next Seffion would never be allowed to meet, 
unlefs upon the new Eleétion a Majority of 
the Members fhould appear to be fach as 
would be ready to confirm or to renew that 
Surrender. 

The Hon. Gentleman on the Floor has told 
us, that it has been always ufual to thew fo 
much Refpeét to the Crown, as to take fuch 
Meffages as the prefent into our Confideration 
the very next Day, aad that he remembers 


of no fuch Thing, nor do I believe that any 
fuch Thing can be pretended: And I remem- 
ber no Inftance of a Meflage any Way re- 
fembling this, that ever was fent to this 
Houfe the very End of a Seffion, and that 
Seffion the laft of a Parliament. 

I cannot indeed, Sir, form to myfelf a 
Reafon why any fuch Meflage fhould have 
been at all fent, and much Iefs why it thould 
have been fent at fuch a remarkable Time, 
and therefore I muft think that Gentlemen 
will certainly expeét to be informed by thofe 
who are able to inform them, what Neceflity 
there was for this Meflage, and from what 
fudden and, till now, unforefeen Change in 
our Affairs the fending of fuch a Meflage has 


F now become more neceflary, than it was at 


any Time during the former Part of the Sef- 
fion: But whatever may be told us as to this 
Particular, confidering that almoft one half of 
the Houfe are, for Reafons we all know, re- 
tired to the Country, in Decency, I think, 
and out of Regard to our own Proceedings, 
as well as out of Refpeét to the Crown, what- 
ever is to be done in Confequence of this Mef- 
fage, ought to be done in a full Houfe. Whe- 
ther you fhould order a Call, or which may 
be a fhorter and a more effeétual Method, di- 
reét Letters to the Sheriffs, I thall leave ta 
Gentlemen to determine, but one of the two 
4X2 ought 
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ought certainly to be done, unlefs the Hon. 
Gentleman who brought us the Mefflage will 
riie up and inform us of fome imminent Dan- 
g-r we are now threatened with; and, even 
in that Cafe, I think fome few Days ought 
to be allowed, that thofe Gentlemen, at leatt, 
who are at no great Diftance may have Time 
to come up, and attend the Service of the 
Houfe upon this important Oceafion, other- 
wile it will look like ficaling a Refolution of 
the Houfe when Gentlemens Backs are turn- 
ed, which Iam fure can teftify no great Re- 
{pe&t to the Crown. 

Sir, if we are really threatened with any 
immediate Danger, 1 thall propofe the taking 
of this Mefflage into our Confidetation on 
Monday or Tuefday next, and Iam fure, let 
the Necefflity be never fo prefling, Jet the 
Danger be never fo great, fo thort a Delay 
can be attended with no great Inconvenience, 
and whatever Refolution you may come to, it 
will carry the greater Weight, aud will be the 
more effeétual for obviating any impending 
Danger. 

Sit W----m Y----gex I remember, Sir, 
no Promifes or Affurances given the firft Day 
of the Seffion, other than thofe which the 
Hon. Gentleman by me has fully and sightly 
ftlated to you; and as no Gentleman has 
drawn, or, I believe, will draw any Argu- 
ment in Favour of the prefent Queftion, from 


any Words or Expreffions in the Addrefs then 
agreed to, I do not think that either the Pro- 


mifes then made, 
given, can have any Relation to the prefent 
Debate: But Gentlemen are very apt, I find, 
to wander from the Affair in Hand, and in 
particular the Hon. Gentleman who {poke hf, 
has entered a good deal into the Merits of the 
Queftion, which I cannot think either proper 
or neceflary at prefent; for, in my Opinion, 
all that is now before us, is, Whether we 
fhould take the Meffage into our Confideration 
To-morrow, or put it off for a longer Day, 
and therefore I thall confine myfelf entirely to 
this, without anticipating your future Debate 
with relation to the Meflage it{cif. 

As to the Queftion now before us, the 
Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft owns, thet 
he knows of no Meflage from the Crown 
that was ever fent to Parliament, but what 
was next Day taken into Confideration; and 
by this, I really think, he feems to give up 
the Queftion ; but then he has endeavoured to 
make a Dittinétion between this Meiflage and 
thole formerly fent by the Crown to Parlia- 
ment: Whether any fuch Diftinction can be 
made Or not, is, in my Opinion, a Queftion 
that cannot be refolved till we come to take 
the Meffage into cur Confideration, and then, 
i believe, every Gentleman inthis Houfe will 
tee that there is no material Difference be- 


tween this and former Meflages of the like 
Nature. 


or the Affurances then D 


As to the Time of fending this Mefiage, 
it is certain that the Crown never docs fend 
fuch Metiages but when fome Exigency of 
Affairs, in a Manner, forces them to do fo: 
It is always the Neceflities of State that 
obliges the Crown to afk for any extraordina- 
ry Powers from Parliament, and whether the 
A Neceflity falis out early or late in.a Seffion, 

or in the firit or laft Seffion of a Parliament, 
feems not material: It is by the Neeeflity 
there is for granting fuch Powers that Gen- 
tiemen are to be induced to grant the Powers 
demanded, and not by any Confideration as 
to the Time of making the Demand. And 
as it cannot appear to us, whether the Ne- 
ceflity for granting what is now afked for be 
urgent or not, till we have taken the Mef- 
fage into Confideration, as it cannot till then 
appear whether the fhorteft Delay may not be 
attended with great Inconveniencies, therefore 
the fooner it is taken into Confideration the 
better ; for which ReafonI muft think that 
the Motion made by the Hon. Gentleman 
near me, for taking it into Confideration 
To-morrow Morning, is a proper and right 
Motion: And whoever has a Mind to thew 
us the contrary, will, I hope, confine him- 
felf to that only, without entering into the 
Merits of the Queftion. 

Sir f——n B—-rn——d. The Hon. Gentle- 
man who fpoke laft has been pleafed, Sir, to 
find Fau't with my worthy Friend by me, 
for entering, as he call’d it, into the Merits 
of the Queftion; but that Gentleman ought 
to confider, that there is a very great Diffe- 
rence between fpeaking to the Nature of a 
Queftion, and entering into the Merits of it 
My worthy Friend {poke indeed as to the 
Nature of the Meflage now before us, and I 
would gladly know from the Hon. Gentle- . 
man over the Way, or any other, how itis 
poflible to fpeak to the prefent Queftion, a8 
to the Neceflity of its being taken into Con- 
fideration To-morrow, without explaining a 
little the Nature of what is to be taken into 
Confideration ; but no Gentleman has yet 
entered into the Merits of the Meflage, which 
I take to be, whether it ought to be complied 
with or not? 

I hope neither the Hon. Gentleman, nor 
any other Gentleman, will lay itdown as an 
infallible and unalterable Rule, that this 
Hout is to take every Meffage immediately 
into their Confideration that may be here- 
after brought from the Crown; and if we 
have any Liberty in this Refpett, furely we 
muft examine a little into the Nature of the 
M-fiage fent us, in order to determine, whe- 
ther we are immediately to take the Melfiage 
into our Confideration, or defer it to a longer 
Day. If upon the Face of the Melee 
had appeared, if his Majefty had thereby 
much as infinuated, that the Nation had been 
in any immedjate Danger, I thould —— 
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dily agreed to the Motion now made to us; 
but as no fuch Thing is infinuated, nor can, 
I believe, be fuppofed, I cannot think there 
is any Neceflity for our entering fo immedi- 
ately into the Confideration of a Queftion of 
fo great Importance ; it may perhaps be the 
lait Queftion that can ever be taken into 
Confideration by a legal and free Parliament 
of Great-Britain ; and therefore, I think, it 
is extremely reafonable to give a few Days to 
thofe Gentlemen who are here to confider of 
it, and that thofe who are abient, at leat 
fuch of them as are near the lown, may 
have Time to return. 

The L--d C———ne fpoke next againft the 
Motion ; and then, 

W—r Pl—-—r, Eiq; Sir, I thall always 
be as ready as any Gentleman in this Houfe, 
to concur on all Occafions in ftrengthening the 
Hands of the Crown in a proper Manner, 
and when it fhall appear necellary ; but as the 
Powers now demanded are of a moft extra- 
ordinary Nature, as the granting of them 
will certainly be a giving up, in a great Mea- 
fure, the Power of Parliament for a Time ; 
if we are to make fuch a Grant, I think it 
ought not to be precipitantly made. It 
ought to be done with the greateft Cau- 
tion, and in as full a Houfe as can poffibly be 
had. 

As tothe Refpe&t we ought to thew to the 
Crown, it has nothing to do with the prefent 
Queftion: Our Refpect to the Crown, Sir, 
has nothing to do with this Meflage, or any 
Meffage that can come from the Crown; 
for tho’ they bear the King’s Name, yet, 
when we come to confider them in this 
Houfe, we are to look upon them as coming 
from the Minifters, and we may treat them 
in {uch a Manner as we think theyedeferve, 
without incroaching in the leaft upon that 
Refpe€&t we owe to the Crown. Are we to 
be told, that, out of Refpeét to the Crown, 
we muft always take fuch Me(lages immedi- 
ately into our Confideration? Sir, if this 
Doctrine thould prevail, we thall next be 
told, that, out of Refpeét to the Crown, we 
ought always to comply with fuch Meflages ; 
and then it will be in the Power of the Mi- 
nifters to advife the Crown to fend fuch Mef- 
fages, as may be very difhonourable for the 
Parliament to comply with, nay, inconfiften: 
with the real Intereft of the Crown, howe- 
ever neceflary they may be for the Purpoles 
of the Minifters at the Time. 

By the Law of England, Sir, we know, 
that when a Mna is dying and about to make 
his Will, if any real Eftate is thereby to be 


devifed, the Will muft be made before three G 


Witneffes, which is a greater Nomber than 
is neceflary upon any other Occafion: We 
are, Sir, a dying Parliament, and the Crown 
now defires we fhould make our Will, and 


leave them, by Way of Legacy, all we have 





in the World: If we are to do fo, I think 
we ought to call, at Jeaft, as many Wit- 
nefies as are ufual upon moft other Occa~ 
fions; and therefore we ought to delay the 
Confideration of this Meflage, till the abfent 
Members have Time to return. 

The Queftion, for taking the Meffage 
next Day mto Confideration, was then put, 
and, upon a Divifion, was carried in the Af 
firmative, by 211, to 121, 


Next Day the faid Meflage was accordingly 
taken into Contideration, when 

Mr. C ——-~r of the E r ftood up, 
and fpoke as follows, wz. As I had the 
Honour, Sir, to bring his Majefty’s moft 





B gracious Meffage to this Houfe, and likewife 


C 


F 


to move for your taking it this Day into 
your Confideration, I think it incumbent on 
me to offer what I judge to be proper, ad- 
vifeable, and even becoming this Houfe to do 
upon it. 

The Manner, Sir, in which his Majefty’s 
Speech at the Opening of the Seffion was 
conceived, the Difference that was obfervable 
in it from former Speeches, the Notice there- 
by given by his Majefty to Parliament of 
the Situation of Affairs abroad, muft have 
made every Gentleman who heard it expect, 
that fomething of this Nature might poffibly 
come before you fome Time this Seflion. 
His Majetty in that Speech told us, that the 
War which had begun in Eurcpe ftill continu- 


Ded; and tho’ his Majefty then declared that 


he had no Part, except by his good Offices, 
in thofe Tranfactions, which hag been declared 
to be the principal Caufes and Motives of the 
War, yet, I believe, there was not a Gen- 
tleman in the Houfe but fuppofed, that his 
Majefty might poflibly be obliged to take a 
Share in the War, in order to prevent too 
much Power’s being thrown into one Scale, 
whereby the Balance of Power in Europe 
would be overturned, and confequently every 
Gentleman muft have expeéted fuch a Mele 
fage as this, in cafe the Tranquillity of Eu- 
rope could not by way of Negotiation be 
reftored before the End of this Seffion. 

When Gentlemen expeét, Sir, to hear 
Reafons given why this Meflagc comes now, 
and was not brought fooner, and feem to in- 
finuate, as if this muft proceed from fome 
fudden and unforefeen Change in Affairs, all 
I can anfwer is, that we are now in the 
fame Situation we were in at the Opening of 
the Seffion, fome little Variation may per- 
haps have happen'd, but our Circumftances 
are in general the fame, and their remaining 
fo is, in my poor Opinion, a fufficient Rea 
fon for his Majefty’s making this Application 
to his Parliament, and for our coming to fuch 
a Refolution as J thall by and by have the Ho- 
nour to move to you. If any extraordinary 


Change had happencd in the Affairs of Eu. 
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¢, or with Refpect to our own particular 
Circumftances, during the Continuance of the 
Seffion, his Majefty could immediately, and 
without any Delay, have applied to his Par- 
liament for what was proper to be done upon 
fuch an Occafion ; but as the War ftill conti- 
mues, no Man can pretend to forefee what 
Changes may foon happen, or how foon his 
Majefty, in Conjunction with his Allies, 
may be obliged to give Affiftance where the 
Intereft of this Nation, and the Prefervation of 
the Liberties of Europe may call immediately 
for it ; and as this Seflion is drawing towards a 
Clofe, as this Parliament may probably be foon 
diffoived, his Majefty will not then have the 
Opportunity of applying immediately to his 
Parliament for what may appear to be necef- 
fary for the Defence of the Nation, in Cafe 
apy Change thould happen during the Interval 
of Parliament, which makes it abfolutely ne- 
eeflary to fernith his Majefty with fuch 
Powers as are now afked for, before this Sef- 
fion breaks up; and the furnifhing him now 
with fach a Power, cannot be in the Icaft 
more inconvenient for the Nation than it 
would have been at the Beginning of the 
Seffion. 

Ever fince the Beginning of this Seffion, 
his Majefty, in Conjunction with other 


Powers, has been endeavouring by Negotia- 
tion to reconcile the jarring Interefts of the 


feveral Powers now at War, and to reftore the 
Tranquillity of Europe; if thefe Negotiations 


one of thofe Ports which lies neareQ to thi 
Ifland: The Ships are all fitted out, so 
moft ready to put to Sea; and there are, as 
we are told, feveral thoufand Men ready to 
be fh.p'd on Board that Fleet. I believe, Sir, 
there is nothing defigned againft us 3 but 
when we know that a large Squadron of 
French Men of War, with an Army of 6 or 
8000 Veteran Troops is to pafs through the 
Britifo Channel, 1 fhould think one in the 
Station in which I have the Honour fo un- 
worthily to ferve the Crown, did his Duty 
but very ill, if on fuch an Occafion he did 
not advife the taking of all neceffary Care, for 
putting the Nature in a proper Pofture of 
Defence. 

I repeat it again, Sir, I do fincerely believe 
that the Nation is in Safety, but I do not de- 
fire that the Safety of the Nation thould en- 
tirely depend on my Belief; I have, I think, 
good Reafon to believe, that the French 
Squadron is defigned elfewhere; but if from 
new Councils, from any Jealoufy groundlefly 
conceived, or any fudden Change in their 
Meafures, that Squadron fhould come this 
Way, I muft fay, that in our prefent Situa- 
tion I do not know what the Confequence 
might be; and therefure I muft think, that 
thofe who have the Honour to advife the King, 
have done their Duty in advifing him to make 
this Application to Parliament. Tho’ we are 
not yet engaged in the War, tho’ no Power in 
Europe has yet openly declared againft us, yet 


had fucceeded, there would have been no Oc- D the prefent Circumftances of Europe, and of 


eafion for this Mefiage, or for putting this 
Nation to any additional Expence 5 and tho’ 
thefe Negotiations have not yet had the defired 
Effect, yet his Majefty’s Propofals are not 
akogether rejeéted, which makes it ftill un- 
neceflary to put the Nation to any immediate 
Expence: This fhews his Majefty’s tender 
Care for his People, as well as the Wifdom 
and Integrity of thofe he is pleafed to advife 
with upon fuch Occafions: It shews how un- 
willing he is to put the Nation to any extra- 
ordinary Expence, as long as it can poffibly be 
avoided; but the great Concern his Maj-fty 
has for the Peace and Quiet of his People, and 
the Uncertainty in which the Affairs of Eu- 
rope ftill continue, lays his Majefty now under 
a Neceflity of thus defiring his Parliament to 
ftrengthen his Hands in fuch a Manner, as 
that he may be able to provide againft any the 
moft diftant Dangers, with which this Na- 
tion may happen to be threatened, after the 
End of this, and before the Meeting of a 
new Parliament. 

If Gentlemen will but confider the prefent 
Circumftances of Europe in general, and of 
that Nation in particular, from the Situation 
of whofe Country we muft always have moft 
to fear, 1 believe the Neceflity of the Motion 
J am to make will pretty evidently appear. 
France has now a large Fleet affembled in 

3 


this Nation, are fuch, that, I believe, I 
might leave the Queftion to reft wholly upon 
them; and I am convinced that no Gentleman, 
who confiders them impartially, can refufe 
agreeing to what his Majefty has, by his 
mott graeious Mefiage, defired. 

His Majefty is not willing to alarm any 
foreign Power, by making an unneceflary 
Augmentation of his Forces either by Sea or 
Land ; but he defires to have a Power at leaft 
of providing againft any unprovoked Infults: 
He is refolved not to put the Nation to any 
unneceflary Expence; but he defires not to 
difoblige his Allies, he defires not to give them 
a mean Opinion of this Nation, by our not 
putting ourfelves in fuch a Condition as to be 


F able to perform all our Engagements to them 


This is all the Power his Majefty afks for, 
and this Power, we may depend on it, will 
not be wantonly ufed, or ufed at all, 
the Neceffity of our Affairs require it: From 
the whole of his Majefty’s paft Condaét, 
from the Conduét of thofe who have the 
Honour to advife him, we may expect, that a 
Backwardne(s rather than a Forwardne(s will 
be fhewed in putting the Nation to any EX- 
pence, or engaging it in any unnecefiary ; 
His Majetty, Sir, defires only a Power 0 
providing what may appear to: be abfolutely 


neceilary, for the Defence of the ia 
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éuring the Interval of Parliament, when he 
cannot have their Advice or Affiftence, with 
this Affurance, that every Thing that thall 
be done in Purfuance of that Power, hall be 
Jaid before next Parliament for their Approba- 
tion ; to them he promifes, that a full Ac- 
count fhall be rendered of the temporary Truft 
repofed in the Crown. What Danger then 
can there be in granting the Power now asked 
for ? Can it be prefumed, that any Minifter 
will dare to make, or advife his Majefty to 
make a bad Ufe of it, when fo ftri@ an Ac- 
count muft be rendered to next Parliament of 
every Ufe that fhall be made of it ; yet this 
is what Gentlemen have been pleafed to call 
a furrendering the Rights, a delegating the 
Power of Parliament to the Crown, and a 
laying the Ax to the Root of the Tree: 
They have likewife been pleafed to infinuate, 
as if it were the Servants of the Crown that 
defired to have more Power granted to them. 
Sir, as 1am one of the Servants of the Crown, 
I can anfwer myfelf, that I defire no Power ; 
I know the Danger too well of making ufe of 
any Power but that which has the Sanction of 
Parliament ; and where-ever I am entrufted 
with any fuch Power, I hail always be ready 
to account to Parliament for the Ufe I make of 
it. 

Tis true, Sir, the Powers now asked for 
may occafion a further Expence to this Nati- 
on; but whatever Expence may, in Purfu- 
ance of fuch Powers, be incurred, does not 
his Majefty, in the Meflage now before us, 
promife it fhall be fully and particularly ac- 
counted for to next Parliament ; and if any 
Part of that Expence fhall appear to have been 
unneceflarily incurred, may not we expect 
that the next Parliament will feverely punifh 
thofe who have been the Authors of fuch un- 
neceflary Expence ? There is nothing con- 
tained in the Mefiage which can in the leaft 
tend to excufe thofe who fhall dare to give 
fuch wicked Council to his Majefty ; and in 
the Motion I am to make, I thall endeavour 
to exprefs my felf in fuch a Manner as to 
obviate any Objection that can be made on that 
Account. His Maijefty defires only a Power 
to make fuch further Augmentation of his 
Forces, either by Sea or Land, as may be ab- 
folutely neceflary for the Honour and Defence 
of his Kingdoms, and to concert fuch Mea- 
fures as the Exigency of Affairs may require ; 
and when we fee his Majefty exprefling Lim- 
felf fo cautioufly in the Meflage he has been 
pleafed to fend us, can we fuppofe any Mini- 
fter will be hardy enough to advife him, or 
that he will allow himfelf to be advifedto put 
the Nation to, any Expence that fhall not 
plainly appear to be abfulutely neceffary ? 

Now, Sir, Jet us fee whether the Meflage 
now before us, or the Powers thereby demand- 
ed, are fo extraordinary or unprecedented as 
fome Gentlemen have been pleafed to repre- 
Seng? Tho’ I am ao great Mafter of Picce- 


B 


E 


fame, 


dents ; tho’ I never look into them but when 
I have immediate Occafion for them, yet I 
have got 3 or 4 in my Hand which I take to 
be exactly parallel to the Cafe now before us. 
In 1702 her late Majefty Q. Anne fent a 
Meilage to this Houfe, acquainung them with 
the then Situation of Aftairs abroad ; and 
upon that Meffage this Houfe, by an Addrefs, 
gave her Majefty the fame Sort of Powers as 
are now asked for. In 1715, his late Ma- 
jefty fent a Meffage to this Houfe, acquaint- 
ing them of the Danger the Nation was in 
from Infurreétions at home, and likewife 
from intended Invafions from abroad, in favour 
of the Pretender ; and the fame very Powers 
now asked for were granted by an Addrefs of 
this Houfe to his late Majefty. In 1718, 
during the Spanifh War, that Power was a- 
gain renewed to his late Majefty ; and in 1725 
the fame Powers were again given to the 
Crown both in the fame Method ; and there- 
fore it cannot be faid that what is now prupofed 
is either new or unprecedented. It is what 
has often been practifed, and what mutt ale 
ways be practifed, when the Nation happens to 
be threatened with any Danger. 

I am afraid, Sir, 1 have already taken up 
too much of your Time, and therefore I thail 
now add no more ; but if any material Objec- 
tions be made to what I am to propofe, 1 hope 
the Houfe will again indulge me to make fuch 
Anfwers to them as I may then think of, or 
that fome other Gentleman, who may pere 


D haps be of the fame Opinion with me, and 


better able to anfwer fuch Objections than I 
am, will rife up and do it: Therefore I fhall 
only beg Leave to make you the following Mo- 
tion, 

That an bumble Addrefs be prefented to bis 
Majefty, to declare the Duty and Fidelity of 
this Houfe to bis Majefty, and the entire Confi- 
dence which they repofe in bis Royal Care and 
Endeavours for the Security of bis Kingdoms, 
and for reftoring the Peace of Europe, to ex- 
prefs the juft Senfe they have of bis Majefty’s 
Attention to the true Intereft of bis People, in 
previoufly taking the Advice and Concurrence of 
this Houfe at bis critical ConjunGture, in order 
to make the necefJary Preparations again any 
Emergencies arifing from the prefent Pofture of 


F Affairs in Europe, efpecially during the Inter- 
wal of Parliament; to defire bis Majefly to. 


make fuch Augmentation of bis Forces by Sea 
or Land, as bis Majefly in bis great Wifdom 
foall judge neceffary, and to concert fuch Mea- 
fures as the Exigency of Affairs fbail require: 
This Houfe not doubting but that bis Majely 
will find that bis faithful Commons will at 
all Times, when the Accounts fhall be laid be- 
fore them, of the extraordinary Expences in~ 
curred by bis Majefly, for the Honour, Intereft, 
and Defence of bis Kingdoms, effefually enable 
bis Majely to anjwer and make good the 
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W—m § n, Efg; I am glad to find, 
Sir, that the Hon. Gentieman has now difco- 
vered a Meaning in his Majefty’s Speech at 
the Opening of this Seffion, which he could 
not, it feems, difcover the firft Day of the 
Seffion: He was, or pretended, at leaft, to be 
fo far from difcovering at that Time any fuch 
Meaning in his Majefty’s Speech as he has 
now fhewn to us, that he feemed very much 
furprifed any Gentleman thould have the leaft 
Apprehenfions of fuch a Meaning. I, as 
well as feveral Gentiemen round me, remem- 
ber well the Gentleman's very Words upon that 
Occafion ; I remember, when I intimated then 
to the Houfe my Fears, that fome fuch Thing 
as a Vote of Credit was intended, he faid, he 
believed no Man alive but myfelf could dream 
of any fuch Thing ; but now we are told, 
that from his Majefty’s Manner of exprefling 
himielf upon that Occafion, every Gentleman 


in the Houfe muft have expeéted a Demand of 


fuch a Nature as what is now before us: I did 
indeed, from what his Majefty faid, expect a 
Demand for a Vote of Credit ; but I little ex- 
pected that that Demand would have been at- 
tended with fuch other extraordinary Demands 
as are contained in this Meffage. 

As no fufficient Time has been given, Sir, 
for Gentlemen to confider of this extraordi- 
nary Demand from the Crown, 2s no Infor- 
mation has been given us by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft, from whom, I be- 
lieve, every Gentleman in this Houle ex- 
pected a full Information, with refpec to the 
Reafons which the Crown may have for 
making fuch a Demand; Gentlemen like 
me, who are kept at a Diftance from the 
Secrets of the Adminiftration, have no Way 
Jeft to judge, but according to what appears 
upon the Face of the Mefiage; and from 
thence I muft judge, that the Demand now 
made upon us is entirely new, and very ex- 
traordinary. As I faid before, it isa Demand 
for a total Surrender of all the Rights of 
Parliament ; for we are now, it feems, to 
give the King a Power of raifing what Mo- 
ney he pleafes; we are to give him a Power 
of raifing what Military Force he pleafes, 
without Confent of Parliament: Are not 
thefe the two Rights upon which all the other 
Rights of Parliament depend? Is not the 
Controv! we have over thefe two the only 
Handie by which we can or dare vindicate 
any other Right that belongs to us; and af- 
ter the Surrender of thefe two, can it be 
faid that we have any Right, or at Ieaft that 
we dare claim any Right, but fuch as the 
Crown thali vouchfafe from Time to Time 
to allow us? 

The Hon. Gentleman, Sir, by Way of 
Introduction to his Motion, was pleafed to 
fay a great deal in Juftification of the Mef- 
fage, and of the Powers thereby demanded ; 
but I think the Subflance of whit he faid 


D 


E 


G we now agree to the granting © 


may be reduced to thefe three Heads, That 
it is neceflary for us to grant thof Powers ; 
that the granting of fuch is neither new nor 
unprecedented ; and that they may with 
Safety be granted to the Crown: Every one 
of which Propofitions I muft deny, and } 
think I have good Reafon for fo doing. The 
Gentleman indeed {poke to us Yetterday of 
the Necefiity of fencing fuch a Mefiage, and 
I was in Hopes he would have this Day en- 
deayoured to have made that Neccifity appear: 
But this is fo far from being the Cafe, 
that, I think, he has rather thewn the 
contrary. 

Whether the Powers now afked for be un- 
precedented or not, it is certain, Sir, they are 
extraordinary, and therefore ought never to 
be granted but when the Nation is in immi- 
nent Danger, or in Cafes of the utmoft Ex- 
tremity ; and for this Reafon I did expe we 
were to have been told this Day, that the 
Nation was immediately to be invaded by 
fome foreign Power, or that fome dangerous 
Plot had been difcovered; and I expected 
this the more, becaufe the fhort Time that 
was afked for taking this Affair into our 
Confideration was refufed. However, now 
I find it is quite otherwife, the Gentleman 
himéelf fays he believes the Nation to be in 
Safety, but does not defire its Safety thould 
depend upon his Belief. In this, Sir, I a- 
gree with him; I really do not defire that 
the Safety of the Nation fhould depend upon 
his Belief ; and I believe it would be happy 
for us it did not depend upon his Adminiftra- 
tion. Tho’ at firft he feemed willing to 
terrify us with the French Squadron, yet 
atlaft he told us he believed it was defign- 
ed elfewhere; but new Counfels, grownd- 
Jefs Jealoufies, fudden Changes might bring 
them this Way. For God’s fake, Sir, are 
Gentlemen ferious when they talk at this 
Rate? Are we to come into fuch extraor- 
dinary Meafures, are we to vett an abfolute 
Power in the Crown, bevaufe from new 
Counfels, from fudden Changes, the Nation 
may be in Danger? If this be a Neceflity 
for our agreeing to what is now propofed, 
will not the fame Neceffity always prevail? 
Are we not in as great Danger from new 
Counfels and fadden Changes, when our Neigh- 
bours are all at Peace, as when they are all 
engaged in abloody War, and every one of 
them courting us, either for our Affiftance or 
for a Neutrality ? Nay, for this Reafon, i 
think we are now in greater Security thas 
we can ever fe to ‘be atin of “7 

villi therefore 
moft profound Tranquillity ; § fach Pow 
ers, and in fuch an extraordinary 
too, I thal expeét to fee them demanded a 
every Seffion of Parliament for the future + 
thall never expett to fee them refufed. aie 

I fay, Sir, in fuch an extraordinary 
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thod:-too ; for fuppofe it could be alledged that 
we fhould probably be expofed to fome great 
Danger, in a Month or fix Weeks hence, 
which might make it neceffary to grant fuch 
Powers to the Crown; yet that would be no 
Reafon for doing it in fuch an extraordinary 
Manner: We would, in fuch a Cafe, have 
Time to do it in a regular parliamentary Way, 
and where-ever that can be done, it ought to 
be done. There can be no Reafon, no Ex- 
cufe for thus leaping over all the Forms and 
Methods of proceeding in Parliament; but 
when the Danger is fo near at Hand, that 
the providing againft it cannot admit of fuch 
Delays. The Hon. Gentleman fays, our Cir- 
cumftances are much the fame now they 
were at the Beginning of the Seffion ; there- 
fore if we are now in Danger, we were thea 
in the fame Danger: Why then were we 
not made acquainted with it at that Time? 
If we had, we could have provided againft it 
in a regular Manner. But fuppofe we had 
then done it in this irregular Manner, does 
the Gentleman think, as he pretends, that 
there is as great an Inconvenience in lodg- 
ing an unlimited Power in the Hands of the 
Crown at the Beginning of a Seffion as at 
the End of it, or perhaps at the End of a 
Parliament ? The contrary is evident ; while 
the Parliament continues fitting after fuch a 
Power granted, they will neverthelefs. be a 
Check upon the Ufe of that Power; they 
may recal it before it be too late; but when 
an expiring Seffion, much more an expiring 
Parliament, grants fuch a Power, it may, 
before the next Seffion, or the next Parlia- 
ment is allowed to meet, be extended beyond 
Controul. 

The Hon. Gentleman told us, Sir, that there 
have been Negotiations on foot ; that there 
are Negotiations on foot; ‘tis true they have 
not, he fays, yet had the defired Succefs, but 
neither have they been rejeéted: That his 
Majefty is willing to wait the Refult of thefe 
Negotiations, being refolved to delay putting 
his People to any Expence, as long as it can 
be avoided. Upon this he applauded his Ma- 
jefty’s tender Care for his Subjeéts, and took 
Care to aflume great Merit to himfelf in ad- 
vifing this Delay. Let us fuppofe, Sir, this 
Parliament diffolved ; fuppofe thefe Negotia- 
tions a€tually rejeéted ; furely we cannot fup- 
pofe any Power in Europe fo mad, or fo un- 
juft as to attack his Majefty for endeavouring 
to reconcile the Differences between them and 
their Enemies ; and it is impoffible to fuppofe 
that the Affairs of Europe can, upon the re- 
jeéting of fuch Negotiations take fuch a fud- 
den Turn, as may inevitably oblige his Ma- 
jefty to declare of one Side or the other, be- 


fore it be poffible for the new Parliament to. 


meet: This, I fay, is impoffible to fuppofe ; 
and it is as impoffible to fuppofe that any of 
the Powers now engaged in War will atrempt 


5 


C 


D 


to invade or infult this Nation, till his Ma- 
jefty has openly declared againt them. The 
Gentleman fays, that his Majefty has all along 
endeavoured not to give any juft Caufe of A« 
larm to any foreign Power, nor to difoblige 
any Ally: I am afraid if we difoblige any 
Power in Europe, we mutt difoblige an Ally s 
However as his Majefty has, during the Sefli- 
on of Parliament, been fo cautious, it is not 
to be doubted but that he will continue to be 
as cautious, during the Interval. ot Parlia- 
ment: So that upon the Whole, I muft think, 
that every Thing the Hon. Gentleman faid 
tended to prove, that we are not at prefent 
under the leaft Neceffity of granting the Pow- 
ers demanded. 

Now, Sir, give me Leave to examine the 
Precedents the Hon. Gentleman was pleafed 
tg mention, and which he faid were exaétly 
parallel to the Cafe in Hand. I do not knows 
indeed, but from the 4 Cafes he mentioned 
taken jointly, we may make up fome fort 
of Precedent for the prefent ; but I am very 
{ure that no one of them taken feparately is 
any Way parallel to the prefent. As to that 
in 1702, it is quite different from this, both 
as to the Manner of fending it, as to the Time 
of its being fent, and as to the Powers that 
were either afked or given: As to the Man- 
ner of fending it, it e-pears that that great 
and good Princefs Q. Anne, in the very Mef= 
fage which fhe fent, acquainted the Houle, 
that fhe had commanded the feverel Letters 
and Reprefentations pafied between her and 
the States General, upon the Subject Matter 
of the Meffage, to be therewith tranfmitted 
to the Houfe. So far was the from defiring 
her Parliament to grant, only becaufe the 
thought fit to afk, that on the contrary fhe 
laid the Whole of her foreign Tranfaétions 
before them, and thereby made them Judges 
of what ought to be done upon that Emer- 
gency ; end I muft fay, Sir, it would be no 
Difcredit for the beft and wifeft of her Suc- 
ceffors to imitate her royal Example in this, 
as well as in moft of the other Meafures of 
her glorious Reign. 

Then as to the Time of fending that Mei- 
fage, we were then aétually engaged in the 
War, and one of our Allies was in the moft 
imminent Danger of being fwallowed up by 
our moft inveterate Enemy ; an Enemy, who 
but a little before had put the greateft Affront 
upon this Nation, by fetting up a Pretender, 
and acknowledging him in the moft publick 
Manner, as the only rightful King of thefe 
Realms. It was not then faid, that we or 
our Allies might, from new Counfels, and 


G Sudden Changes, be in Danger: It was faid, 


it was not only faid, but thewn to the Houle 
in the moft authentick Manner, that one of 
our Allies was actually then in imminent 
Danger. And further, Sir, that Meflage 


was not fent te the Houle at the End of « 
4Y Seffion, 
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Seffion, and after moft of the Members were 
gone to the Counrry ; it was fent in the very 
middle of the Seffion, and at a Time when 
it muft be fuppofed that the Houfe was full. 

But as to the Powers then demanded or 
granted, I am furprifed to hear it faid, that 
that Cafe is parallel to the prefent. Sir, her 
Majefty asked no Powers ; the only told, and 
thewed the Houfe, what her Allies defired and 
prayed ; but fhe did not pretend by her Mef- 
fage to dire&t the Houle what they were to do ; 
fhe did not defire them to do any Thing, but 
only faid, fhe doubted not but they would take 
fuch Meafures upon that Occafion, as might 
be moft for the Honour and Advantage of her 
Majeity, the Safety of her Kingdoms, .and 
the neceflary Support of her Allies: And in 
Confequence of this what was done ? This 
Houte was very far from granting to her Ma- 
jefty a Power of augmenting her Forces both 
by Sea and Land, as much as the pleafed ; a 
Power of raifing and keeping up in this Nation 
as numerous an Army as the pleaied ; a Power 
of running this Nation in Debt as much as 
the pleafed ; a Power of entering into, and 
concluding whatever Negotiations or Treaties 
the fhuuld think proper. No, Sir, they only 
told her, that, if her Maijefty fhould think it 
neceflary to enter into any further Negotiati- 
ons for encreafing the Forces which were to 
aét in Conjunction with the Forces of the 
States General, that Houfe would enable her 
Majefty to make good the fame ; and even 
to this fo particular, this fo much limited 
Grant, they added this exprefs Condition, 
that England fhould not be charged with the 
Pay of fuch additional Troops, but from the 
Day when a Stop thould be made by the States- 
General to all Correfpondence, Trade, and 
Commerce with ¥rance and Spain: But this 
Condition, Sir, was never performed ; the 
additional Troops were taken into our Pay, 
but no fuch Stop was ever made by the States- 
General 3 which fhews how litt'e we ought to 
depend upon the Conditions annexed to, or 
implied in any Grant we make, or in any 
Power we give. 

As to the Mellages fent to this Houfe in 
the Years 1715 and 1718, they are very far 
from being Precedents for the prefent. At the 
Time of the firft, there was an Infurreétion 
in a manner a€tually broke out, and an In- 
vafion expected ; the Nation was then in 
imminent Danger, the Government was ex- 
poled to the Danger of being immediately o- 
verturned : This the King in his Meffage ac- 
quainted the Houfe of, and this was the 
Reafon for their coming to the Refolution they 
then did : But even in that Time of immi- 
nent Danger, this Houfe neither was defired, 
nor did they condefeend, to grant to his late 
Majetty fuch extenfive Powers, as are now 
demanded and propcfed to be granted. They 
dvfired his Majefty indeed to avgment his 


A 


Forees both by Sea and Land, which, cong- 
dering the {mall Number of regular Forces we 
had then in the Kingdom, was much more 
reafonable than the fame Power can now ap- 
pear to be, even fuppofe we were threatened 
with the like Danger ; but twas not then © 
much as defired, that the Houfe fhould before- 
hand approve of all the Negotiations and 
Treaties, which his Majefiy, or rather his 
Minifters, thould think proper to enter into, 
or to conclude 5 and the Power then granted 
to his Majeity was the lefs dangerous, becaufe 
neither the Parliament, nor the Seffion of 
Parliament, was then drawing towards a Clofe ; 
but on the contrary, his late Majefty was fo 
good as to continue the fame Seffion till the 


B Danger the Nation was threatened with was 


entirely over; fo that the Parliament had at 
any Time an Opportunity, and certainly would 
have put a Check to the Minifters of State, 
if they, or any of them, had attempted to 
have made a wrong Ufe of that Power which 
the Parliament had granted to his Maijefty. 
The Powers granted in 1718, were granted 
for the fame Caufe. His Maijefty in his 
Speech a¢quainted his Parliament, that the 
Nation was in Danger of being invaded by a 
foreign Power ; and it aétually would have 
been invaded, if the Spanifb Fleet had not 
met with a Difaiter at Sea; fo that neither 
of thefe Cafes can be any way confidered as 
paralle] to the prefent. 
*Tis true, Sir, the other Precedent quoted 
D by the Hon. Gentleman may be looked on as 
fome way parellel to the prefent: We were 
then in a Sort of State which I cannot give a 
Name to ; it was neither a Time of War, nor 
a Time of Peace; but I do not remember it 
was fo much as pretended, that the Nation 
was threatened with imminent Danger; yet 
we then did fomewhat like what we are now 
defired to do; we granted away Millions for 
ought we knew, in the Dark, without aoy 
Caufe or Reafon affigned. But I muft ob- 
ferve, Sir, that that Meflage happened fince 
the Hon. Gentleman’s Return to Power, and 
therefore may be fuppofed to have been advifed 
by the fame Perfons, and to have preceeded 
from the fame Councils with the prefent; yet 
they were a little more modeft at that Time: 


F It could not be then properly faid, that the 


Nation was ina State of abfolute Tranquillity, 
yet neverthelefs the Hon. Gentleman was fo 
modeft, as to afk only for a Power to make 
an Addition to the Number of Seamen, and 
to negotiate and make Treaties ; he did not fo 
much as ask for a Power to raife, and keep up 
in this Nation, ina Time of Peace, whatever 
Number of Land-forces he might pretend to 
think neceffary. ‘Thus we fee the Hon. Gen- 
tleman improves upon his laft Precedent, and 
it is natural to fuppofe he will likewife improve 
upon this ; therefore, if all the Powers now 
asked fur be granted, as 1 do not know a +s 











cher Power his Majefty can want from his 


Parliament, but that of making Laws, I fhall 
expect that, befides the Powers now asked for, 
there will be, in the next Meflage from the 
Crown, a Demand for impowering his Majefty 
to make or repeal, continue or fufpend, alter, 
explain, or amend fuch Laws, and in fuch 
Manner, as he thall think abfolutely neceffary 
for the Safety of the Nation, This, I fay, 
is the only further Grant that is neceflary for 
us to make in order to eftablith by a Refolu- 
tion of both Houfes the abfolute Power of the 
Crown ; and with refpect to the Liberties of 
the Nation, I think it is much the fame, 
whether we grant this Power to the Crown, 
or put the Crown in a Capacity of affuming 
it whenever they have a Mind, which will 
certainly be the Confequence of the Refolu- 
tion now propofed, 

This, Sir, naturally leads me to the other 
Doctrine which the Hon. Gentleman has en- 
deavoured to eftablifh; that we may with 
Safety grant to the Crown the Powers now 
afked for. As to his prefent Maijefly, Sir, 
he is a Prince of fo much Goodnefs and Wif- 
dom, and is endowed with fo many noble and 
princely Qualifications, that we may fafely not 
only truft nim with the Powers now demand- 
ed, but we may furrender, and lay down the 
whole of our Rights and Liberties at the Foot 
of the Throne; but as this would be a moft 
dangerous Precedent, and might be made a 
moft wicked Ufe of in Times to come, the 
fame Wifdom and Generofity, which makes 
it fafe for us to put fo much Truft in his 
prefent Majefty, would render Perfons capable 
of fo much mean and low Complaifance, moft 
defpicable in his Majefty’s Eyes. He might 
juftly fay of us, what the Roman Emperor 
faid of that Senate, which was fo complaifant 
as to refufe nothing he afked ; O Homines fer- 
wire paratos! And his Majefty would have 
as much Reafon to be quite tired with our 
fawning Complaifance, as that Emperor is by 
the Hiftorian reprefented to have been with 
the fawning Complaifance of the Roman Se- 
nate. We all know, Sir, how difficult it is 
to refufe to the King upon the Throne thofe 
Favours or Powers which have been granted 
to his Predeceffor ; and therefore it has always 
been the eftablifhed Maxim of every honeft 
Man, who had a Seat in either Houfe of Par- 
liament, not to grant to a good King thofe 
Powers, which a bad King might make an 
ill Ufe of; and furely, if a bad King were 
trufted with a Power of raifing Land-Forces 
at Difcretion, he might eafily turn it to the 
utter Subverfion of all the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of the People of this Kingdom. 

But with Refpeét to the Powers now afked, 
our Safety is, it feems, to be fecured by this ; 
that a particular Account is to be rendered to 
next Parliament of whatever may be done, 


@od of all the additional Expence that may be 
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incurred, in Purfuance of thefe Powers. Sir, 
I have been fo often deceived by Minifterial 
Promifes, and Experience has fo fully con- 
vinced me, that we are never to expect any 
fuch Account in a fair and regular Manner, 
that I have no Faith in, nor any Dependence 
upon fuch Promifes: Both I and other Gen- 
tlemen have often called for fuch Accounts, but 
we have always been told, that cither Matters 
“ere not ripe for laying fuch Accounts before 
Parliament, or that the Secrets of the Go- 
vernment were not be revealed; and the 
higheft Satisfaétion we could ever get upon 
fuch Occafions was to be told, that the Ex- 
pences had been necefiarily incurred on Ac- 
count of foreign and fecret Services: It has 
always been pretended there was q Necedflity 
for fuch Expence, but the Parliament was 
never to be let into the Secret from whence 
that Neceflity arofe ; ‘we are always, it feems, 
to believe fo upon the bare Word of our honeft 
and wife Minifters ; and I am very apt to be- 
lieve that the fame Confidence and Refignation 
will be required from the next Parliament. 

The Gentleman faid he might leave the 
Queftion to reft who'ly upon our prefent 
Circumftances: It may be fo, Sir, but | 
with he had told us what thefe Circumftances 
are. He faid they were the fame they were 
at the Beginning of the Seffion ; not altogether 
the fame ; they were the fame in general, but 
by Time, and Variations in foreign Councils, 
an Alteration might be madein them. J muft 
fay, Sir, the Houfe is very much obliged to 
the Hon. Gentleman for giving us fo much 
Satisfa&tion ; and from this Intelligence we 
thal] certainly be able to give our Friends in 
the Country a moft fatisfactory Account, and a 
moft convincing Reafon for what we have 
done. "Tis true, they have been made be- 
lieve that they are to pay but 2s. in the Pound 
Land-Tax, but we can tell them that the 
Hon. Gentieman gave us fo particular an Ac- 
count of our Circumftances, and of the Dan- 
ger the Nation was expofed to, that we 
thought proper to leave it to his Diferetion, 
whether the Nation fhou'd be charged with 
6s. or perhaps with 19s. in the Pound 
Land-T ax ; and by his paft Conduét the Na- 
tion is fo fully convinced of his Wifdom and 
Sincerity, that they will certainly approve of 
what we have done. 

Sir, I have troubled you too Jong ; I think 
Ihave thewn that the Refolution propofed is 
neither neceflary nor fafe, nor founded upon 
any Precedent: But quoting of Precedents 
fignifies nothing; fuppofe there were Prece- 
dents exaétly parallel to the prefent Cafe, it 
would be no Argument for our agrecing to 
what is propofed. There are but too many 
Precedents which refemble it a little; it is 
now high Time to put a Stop to the Prac-: 
tice, and I am fure it will be much more for 
our Honour to make a Precedent where fuch 
4 Y2 
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2 Demand has been refufed, otherwife the 
Thing may come to be familiar: It may be- 
come an ufual Cuftom to veft the Crown 
with fuch a Power at the End of every Par- 
liament ; fo that a!l our fuccesding Parlia- 
ments may come to be chofen under the In- 
fluence of abfolute Power, and then neither 
the Hon. Gentleman, nor any of his Suc- 
ceflors in Office, needs defire to do any Thing 
without the previous Sanétion of Parliament; 
for it is not to be fuppofed that a Parliament 
choten under the Influence of arbitrary Pow- 
er, wi!!l ever refuf: their Sanétion, when the 
Minifter, for the Time being, pleafes to de- 
mand it; in which Cafe, 1 betieve, every 
Gentieman will agree with me, that the Par- 
Viament wil] be altogether ufelefs, it will 
ferve for nothing but to make our Minifters 
the more daring, and the Oppreflions of the 
People the more grievous; and therefore, Sir, 
5 am againf the Queftion. 

Sir J-—~s R n {poke next for the 
Qnueftion 3 after him L--d C ne {poke a- 
gaint it, and then 


E——d D——y, E'q; ftood up and fpoke C 


ry i. 


to the following Effet: The Hon. Gentle- 
man who opened this Debate has, in my O- 
pinion, Sir, made as artful a Speech in Fa- 
your of arbitrary Power as ever I heard made 
any where, and his faid a great deal more in 
Recommendation of fuch a Government than 
ever I expected to have heard within thefe 
Walls. J wili not eafily admir, Sir, that we 
are ever to truft the Crown with fuch exten- 
five Powers as are now demanded ; but furely 


if we are ever to do any Thing like it, if 


we are ever to veft in the Crown any extra- 
ordinary and unufual Powers, it ought to be 
in a Cafe of the extremeft Neceflity, and 
even then we ought to do it in the moft de- 
Jiberate Way that the Circumftances of the 
Cafe can admit of, and not till afier the 
Cafe has been fully explained, and the Ne- 
cefiity made clearly to appear to us» Had we 
been informed of our Danger in the Begin- 
ning of the Seflion, what is now propofed 
might have been done; but then it might 
have been done in a regular Way, and 
might have pafied thro’ all the Forms of 
Parliament; by which Means the other 
Houfe might have had an Opportunity of put- 
ting a Negative upon it, which they ought to 
have by our Conttitution ; and every Gentle- 
man of either Houfe might have had an 
Opportunity of examining into the Merits of 
the Queftion, and of giving his Opinion 
upon it; whereas now we are in a thin 
Houfe, 2nd without any Concurrence of the 
ether Houle, to give up by a fingle Vote all 
the Rights of Parliament, and, for ought 
we know, ‘to put an Ead to ail Parlia- 
ments. 

The Hon. Gentleman has told us, that 
during the former Past ef the Seffion his 


G Condition to make good our Engagements, 


Majefty did mot make this Application, be- 
caufe the Danger had not become fo great, 
as to make it neceffary for us to put ourfelves 
to any immediate additional Expence, but 
that after the Seffion is broke up, or this 
Parliament diffolved, fome Change may hap- 
pen which will make fuch Expence necefia- 


A ty; and as his Majefty cannot then have an 


Opportunity of applying to his Parliament, 
therefore it is neceflary to furnith him with 
fuch Powers as are now demanded, before the 
Seffion breaks up. Sir, I would be glad to 
know from that Gentleman, or any other, 
what Necefiity there is for this Seffion’s 
breaking up fo foon, or if there is any Ne- 
ceflity for diffolving this Parliament in a few 
Days? Our Time does not expire till OGober 
next ; and however necefiary our Prefence may 
be in the Country, ifthe Nation bein any Dan- 
ger, if there be any Reafon to fulpe& that the 
Nation may foon be in Danger, I am fure 
every Gent!eman will think it his Duty to re- 
main in Town, or return to Town, in order to 
attend the Service of his Country in Parlia- 
ment. If we have now really any Thing 
to fear from the French Squadron, and that 
I think is the only Danger I have heard fo 
much as infinuated, all Apprehenfions from 
that Squadron muft be over long before that 
‘Time; nay, I do not know but if the ‘ew 
Days that were afked Yefterday, for taking 
this Mefiage into our Confideration, had been 
granted, the Danger from that Squadron 
might have been over before we had come to 
confider of that Danger, or how to provide 
againft it, and this perhaps was the chief 
Motive for refufing fo fhort and fo reafonable 
a Delay ; for if that Squadron had been fail- 
ed elfewhere, the Gentlemen would have 
been ftript of the only Argument I have 
heard them make ufe of for perfuading us, 


E. or rather for terrifying us, into the grant- 


ing of an abfolute Power to the Crown. 

The Hon. Gentleman told us, that his 
Mejetty defired not to give our Allies a mean 
Opinion of this Nation, by our neglecting to 
put ourfelves in a Condition of making good 
all ovr Engagements to them. Sir, I do 
not know what Engagements we may lie un- 
der, or who are our prefent Allies, for I 
think all the Powers af Europe have lately 
been our Allies in their Turns; but for this 
very Reafon, Sir, I am againft what is ae 
propofed, I am for giving our Allies, w rm 
ever they may be, a good Opinion, not only 
of this Nation, but of his Majefty’s Govern- 
ment, and therefore, whatever may be ne- 
ceflary to be done for putting ourfelves in @ 


am for its being done in a full Houfe, and in 
a regular parliamentary Method. yore 
Gentleman imagine that our Allies, efpecia Y 
the Durch, if they be our Allies, 


taz.t of our Conftitution ? No, Sis, 
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all their Ingenuity they have been able to 
fhew any material Difference between the 
Precedents mentioned, and the Propofition 


perfectly acquainted with it, and therefore if 
we fhould grant fuch Powers as are now de- 
manded, or make any other Sort of Provi- 
fion in a full Houfe, and in the regular par- 
liamentary Method, we cannot doubt of its 
having greater Weight with our Allies, than 
a Refolution or Vote thus obtained, by Sur- 
prife, at the End of the Seffion, and after 
moft of the Gentlemen are retired to the 
Country. Such a Method of obtaining the 
Approbation of Parliament muft necefiarily 
give them a mean Opinion, at leaft, of our 
Government, and muft contribute to the ren- 
dering his Majefty’s Endeavours, for reftoring 
the Peace of Europe, of little or no Ef- 
feé. 


us, we are really going to do what our Al- 
lies know we cannot do: We are not only go- 
ing to delegate the Power of Parliament to 
the Crown, but we are going to promife that 
a future Parliament fhall approve of what- 
ever may be done in Purfuance of that Pow- 
er fo delegated. Does not every one of our 
Allies know that no Parliament can make 
fuch a Promife? Does not every Man know 
that no Parliament has a Right to furrender 
the,Liberties of the People, or to delegate the 
Power of Parliament to the Crown? And 
can we imagine that any Potentate in Europe 
will have any great Dependence upon the 
Powers or Promifes which are granted by 
thofe who had no Right to grant any fuch ? 
But fuppofe we had a Right to grant the 
Powers now afked for, that Right is certain- 
ly never to be made ufe of but when the Na- 
tion is in the moft imminent Danger ; and as 
I can fee no Pretence for faying that the Na-. 
tion is now, or is like to be, in any fuch 
Danger, nor have heard any, other Reafon 
for afking the Powers now propofed to be 
given, I mutt {nfpect that they are afked for 
Purpofes that cannot be openly avowed, and 
therefore I fhall give my Negative to the 


Queftion. 
Ph——p G n, Efq; fpoke next 
againft the Queftion, and after him H——y 











P m, Efg; in Favour of it; then 
T: sP r, Efq; {poke againtt it ; 
and after him, 





H oW 
Subftance thus: Gentlemen, Sir, have been 
at a good deal of Pains to make out a Diffe- 
rence between the Precedents that have been 
mentioned and the Cafe now before us; tho’ 
I think with very little Succefs: There never 
was yet a Precedent for any Propofition or 
Determination fo exaétly parallel to the Cafe 
ia Hand, but ingenious Gentlemen might find 


Befides, Sir, by the Propofition now made to B 


now made to us. The two material Points 
now under our Confideration with refpeét to 
Precedents are, whether it has not been the 
Practice of Parliament to grant extraordinary 
Powers to the Crown in Time of Dan- 
ger? And in what Method thofe Powers 
have been granted ? Theie, I fay, are the two 
chief Points, and as to both of them every 
one of the Precedents mentioned appears to be 
as exactly parallel as any one Cafe can be to 
another. 

But, Sir, I will endeavour to point out to 
the Hon. Gentlemen one very material Dit- 
ference between the Meflage now before us, 
and all the other Meffages that have former- 
ly come from the Crown, and it is this, in 
the prefent Meflage his Majefty exprefly pro- 
mifes to lay a full Account of whatever Ex- 
pences may be incurred before the next Parlia- 
ment, which is a Piece of Condefcenfion that 
was never made by the Crown in any former 
Meffage fent to Parliament: This is indeed 
a material Difference, but fuch a Difference 
as in my Opinion, ought certainly to be a 
prevailing Argument for us to agree to what 
is now demanded. And as to the Meflage 
in the Year 1702, I muft upon this Occatfion 
obferve, that if a greater Confidence had been 
placed in her Majefty, and her then Mini- 
fters, and ftronger Refolutions made by that 


D Parliament, ic is more than probable that the 


E 


le, Efq; fpoke in p 


War which eniued might have been entirely 
prevented, or at Jeaft that the Enemies of this 
Nation would have been obliged to have en- 
tered into the War under much greater Dif- 
advantages than they did; fo that the flow 
and lukewarm Proceedings of that Parlia- 
ment, and the fatal Effects they produced, is 
one of the ftrongeft Arguments that can be 
fuggefted, for us now to ftrengthen his Ma- 
jefty’s Hands in fach a Manner as may pre- 
vent any fuch fatal Confequents. 

It is furprifing to me to hear Gentlemen 
complain that nothing has been laid before 
them, to thew the Neceflity for granting the 
Powers now afked for. Did not his Ma- 
jefty in his Speech, at the Opening of the 
Seffion, inform us of the War then begun in 
Europe? Does not he by the prefent Meflage 
acquaint us that this War ftill continues ? 
And is not every Gentleman convinced by 
what he knows of the Situation of Europe, 
that the Balance of Power in Europe entirely 
depends on the Event of that War? Let 
which ever Side prevail, if it thould be al- 


‘lowed to prevail too far, would not the Ba- 


out fome minute Differences, yet Precedents G lance of Power be thereby overturned, and w:l! 
where no material Difference could be fhown 
have aiways been allowed to be gocd Autho- 
rities for what was propofed to be done; and 
in the prefent Cafe I do not find that with 


not this Nation neccffarily be obliged to pre- 
vent fo fatal an Effect? Befides this, does 
not every Gentleman know that the French 


have lately fitted out a very powerful Sea 
Arma- 
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Armament, which if not defigned againft 
this Country can be defigned againft but one 
other Place in the World? I indeed believe 
that it is defigned againft Dantzick, but if 
that Affair thould blow over, which is poffi- 
ble, before the French Fleet fails, can we 
then be eafy, can we imagine ourielves in Se- 
curity, while fo large a Squadron with an 
Army ready to be put on board lies within 
a few Hours failing of our Coaft ? 

The Hon. Gentleman by me very well ob- 
ferved what has been done by the Dutch; 
they had refolved to reduce 10,000 of their 
Land-forces, but upon the Breaking out of 
the War, they have put off that Refolution : 
They are our natural Ally, they have hither- 
to gone hand in hand with us, but we know 
in what a weak and defencelefs Condition 
their Barrier in Flanders is at prefent, and 
if we fhould fit ftill and do nothing, is it to 
be expected that they will go on in the fame 
Way ? No, Sir, they will be obliged to throw 
themfelves entirely into the Arms of France, 
ind muft depend upon the Honour of that 
Crown for the Prefervation of their Barrier in 
Flanders. 

Gentlemen may, Sir, if they pleafe, call 
this a Vote of Credit, but as his Majefty 
has fo exprefly promifed an Account, it can- 
not properly be called a Vote of Credit, It 
is in my Opinion, only a Vote of Confidence: 
It isonly coming to a Refolution, which by 
fhewing the entire Confidence we have in his 
Majeity, will give his Inftances with foreign 
Powers the greater Weight, and confequently 
is abfolutely neceflary for the Prefervation of 
the Balance of Power in Europe, without 
which this Nation can never be in any Safe- 
ty or Security. 

S——/ T——ell, Efq; fpoke next likewife 
in Favour of the Motion: After him the 
L-——d T—--e/ {poke againft it ; and then, 

Sir W----- m V7----- m {poke to this Effect. 
As I find myéelf at prefent very much out of 
Order, I am very unfit, Sir, to offer my Opi- 
nion on fo important a Queftion: However, 
I muft beg Leave to troubie you a little upon 
this Occafion, becaufe if what is now propofed 
fhould be agreed to, I do not know but it 
may be the laft Time I thall ever have an 
Opportunity of delivering my Opinion as a 
Member of this Houfe. 

With me, Sir, it is a Matter of no Con- 
fequence, whether the Propofition now made 
to us be founded on Precedents or not ; for if 
any Thing like what is propofed has bern 
done, I am of Opinion, that as often as it has 
been done it has been wrong done, and the 
oftner it is done it will ftill be the worfe: 
But to tell us, that the only two Points now 
under our Confideration is, Whether extra- 
ordinary Powers have upon any Occafion been 
granted to the Crown; and in what Method 
thefe Powers have been granted? js very eX 





B Nation. 


traordinary: For fuppofing it right to grant 
extraordinary Powers by an extraordinary Me- 
thod, upon fome Occafions, certainly we are 
upon all fuch Occafions, to confider the Rea. 
fons for granting fuch Powers, and the Na- 
ture of the Powers to be granted ; and if, up- 
on the prefent Occafion, the Powers propoied 
to be granted are much more extenfive than 
thofe formerly granted, and the Reafons for 
granting them not near fo ftrong as upon for- 
mer Occafions, no former Precedent can give 
any Authority for doing what is now pro- 
pored. 

We are told of the naval Armaments of 
France; but I would gladly know what we 
have done to deferve any Infult from that 
If contributing to throw the Affairs 
of Europe into their preient Situatioa, by 
which the Houfe of Bourbon has been again 
put into a Condition of pulling down the over- 
grown Power of the Houfe of Aufria, which 
fo greatly alarmed us fome Years ago; if 
this, Ifay, deferves any Infult from France, 
I do not know but we may deferve it: But 
if this were true, while we have an Army 
of 18,000 Men in this Kingdom, and 12,000 
in Ireland, all ready at our Call, and a more 
powerful Fleet than any the Fremb can put 
to Sea, what have we to fear from 5 or 6000 
French, if they were actually landed in the 
Ifland ? Sir, if we had net a Regiment in 
the Kingdom, we could not have any Thing 
to fear from fo inconfiderable a Number. And 


D can we fuppofe the French fuch Fools as to 


make fo ridiculous an Attempt, by which 
they muft expect to draw the immediate Ven- 
geance of this Nation upon them ? 

When our Armies or our Fleets are to be 
augmented, when we are to enter into ex- 
penfive Negotiations, or when we are defired 
to put extraordinary Powers into the Hands 
of the Government, for Purpofes not to be 
told, I have often obferved, Sir, that fome 
Gentlemen are, upon fuch Ocecafions, mighty 
apt to raife Phantoms, and to magnify imagi- 
nary Dangers, from whence they argue for 
the Neccflity of providing againft them as if 
they were real: We are then to be afraid of 
Invafions and Infults from almoft every Power 
in Europe; but when upon other Occafions 


F they are told what is too true, that the Na- 


tion is in a moft dangerous and diftrefied Con- 
dition, they then infift upon it that we are 19 
the mof happy Situation, that our Trade is 
in a flourifhing State, and that we are 
Friendhhip with, or at leaft have no Diffidence 
of any foreign Power whatfoever. 

But now it feeins, Sir, we muft grant more 
extenfive Powers to the Crown than were ever 
granted by any Parliament, tho’ it cannot be 
fo much as pretended that we are in any 1M- 
mediate Danger; for even thofe Ge 
who talk of the Neceflity of granting - 
Powers, tell us, that we are in er 












cumftances we were in at the Beginning of 
the Seflion: "Tis true, we were not told what 
Circumftances we were then in, nor are we 
told what Circumftances we are now in: For 
this we muft depend upon the Affertion of 
an Hon. Gentleman; and even he has told 
us, that he does not believe we are in any 


Danger, but does not defire the Safety of the 4 


Nation to depend on his Belief. God forbid, 
Sir, it fhould ; but if we thus, upon his bare 
Word, give up all the Rights of Parliament, 
and in fome meafare deitroy the Neceffity of 
holding any Parliament for the future, I muft 
fay, that we fhall from that Moment leave 
the Safety of the Nation, and the Preferva- 
tion of oar Conftitution, to depend very much 


upon his Management: This is what I fhall B 


never agree to: It is whet I hope no Par- 
liament will ever agree to ; and therefore if 
we are in any Danger, or if we are like to 
be in any, let us know our Dangers from fomee 
thing elie than his bare Affertion, and then 
I doubt not but the Wifdom of Parliament 
will provide effetually againft it. 

We are feldom indeed told much, we are 
never told Things but by Halves; but if 
what we are told be true, if his Majefty has 
hitherto taken no Share in the War, we can- 
not be inany immediate Danger. However, 
tho’ his Majefty, as King of Great Britain, 
may not have taken any Share in the War, 
yet he certainly has, as Elector of Hanover ; 
and as this Nation has, by fome Fatality or 
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witching Poffeffion, and feldom voluntarily 
refigned. ‘The fame Hon. Perfon afked us, if 
the paft Conduét of the Adminiftration did 
not promife rather a BackwardnefS than a For- 
wardnefs in making ufe of this Power? I 
muft confefs, Sir, that a Backwardnefg hag 
been fhewn by them in Cafes where it was 
very wrong to fhew any fuch Thing: When 
repeated Infults have been offer’d to the Na- 
tion ; when our Merchants have been pillaged, 
and our Sailors murdered, and that for Years 
together, they have fhewed a mean and difho- 
nourable Back wardnefs, and therefore I think 
we have good Reafon to fufpeét that the fame 
Impradence may make them unwi(ely rath, 
and unfeafonably forward in engaging in Dif- 
putes where the Intereft of the Nation may 
call upon them to be at leaft neutral. 

As all the principal Powers of Europe are 
now engaged in a bloody War againft one 
another, and as we have not yet taken any 
Share in that War, the prefent Circumftances 
of Europe are to me a moft evident Proof, 
that we neither are nor can be in any Danger 
as long as we continue in the fame Situation ; 
and as we have no contrary Evidence, but 
what appears upon the general Minifterial 
Meffage, now under our Confideration, I do 
not fee how we can poffibly form a Pretence 
for agreeing to what is now afked of us: We 
ought, and J hope we always will thew as 
great a Deference to the Crown as becometh 
the free-born Subjects of Britain; but confi- 


another, been generally engaged in the fame D dering how often the Crown has, upon for- 


Quarrel which our King, as Elector of Hano- 
wer, efpouled, if the fame Thing fhould again 
happen, this Nation may then indeed come to 
be threatened with fome Danger or Infult ; 
but in fuch a Cafe it is not neceffary for us 
to provide againft fuch a diftant and condi- 
tional Danger, in the extraordinary Method 
now propofed: Why may we not fit for a few 
Months longer, and do in a regular pazlia- 
mentary Way whatever may feem neceffary 
on that Occafion? When we are all together 
we make of ourfelves a pretty good Battalion ; 
it cannot be faid but that we are well officer’d, 
and a little Time might probably bring us to 
turn to Right and Left, and to perform all 
the other Parts of Exercife by Beat of Drum ; 
but this, Sir, is a ferious Subjeét, and there- 
fore I afk Pardon. 

We have been told, Sir, that all that is 
now afked is only to put a Confidence in his 
Majefty. No, Sir, it is to put a Confidence 
in his Minifters, and in them I have none; no 
not even tho’ the Hon. Perfon on the Floor 
has affured us, that no wanton or bad Ufe 


fhall be made of it; for if we once grant the G 


Power, we cannot tell how it may be ufed, 
nor can we be affured that any future Parlia- 
ment will have it in their Power to call thole 
to an Account, who may make a wrong or a 
wicked Ufe of it: We are not to expeét Sy/- 
/a’s in every Age; ablolute Power is a be- 


mer Occafions, been induced to afiert for 
Truth, what Time, the Difcoverer of Se- 
crets, has made appear not to be true; confi- 
dering that we areto look upon this, as well as 
all other fuch Meffages, as proceeding from 
the Advice and Suggeftion of Minifters; and 
when we refleét upon former Affertions which 
came to Parliament, by the Advice and 
upon the Suggeftion of the very fame Perfons, 
we cannot be juftified in delegating fo great a 
Power upon fo flight an Evidence ; an Evi- 
dence which Time may hereafter, as it has 
before done, thew to be entirely falfe. 

I could have added a great ‘eal more upon 
this Subjeét, but I find myfelf fo bad, Sir, I 
can proceed no further, only thall take this 
Opportunity, this laft Opportunity, I’m afraid, 
of declaring my Attachment to the Liberties 
and the Conftitution of my Country, by 
declaring my Averfion to the Propofition now 
before us. 

Sir W—m Y—ze. As all the Ob- 
je@tions made to what is now propofed have 
been already fully anfwered by other Gentle- 
men, I fhall not pretend, Sir, to enter much 
into the Merits of the Que‘lion ; neither did I 
intend to have given you any Trouble in this 
Debate ; but fuch Expreffions have dropt from 
the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, that it 


is impoflible they fLould be patied over “— 
me 
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fome Notice. He told us that the Crown had 
often afferted for ‘Truth what afterwards ap- 
peared to be falie. This, Sir, I take to be 
an Accufation which is very inconfiftent with 
that Duty and Refpect, which every Member 
of this Houfe ought to fhew to the Crown; 
and I was the more furprifed to hear that Gen- 
tlemen accufe the Crown of impofing Falfities 
upon the Parliament, becaufe he always ufes 
a great deal of Caution in what he fays in this 
Houfe: I was forry the Hon. Gentleman was 
prevented from proceeding in this Diicourfe, 
becaufe I believe he would have explained 
what he had faid in fuch a Manner as not to 
imply fo much Difrefpect to the Crown: I 
dare fay he would, but as his Words now 
ftand, I cannot think it poffible they fhould 
efcape the Notice ot this Houfe. 

I promifed not to enter much into the Me- 
ritsof the Queftion, however I will beg Leave 
to explain a little what pafied in this Houfe 
the firft Day of the Seflion, upon the Motion 
for an Addrefs ; I remember fome Gentlemen 
took Exceptions to an Exprefiion propofed to 


be put into that Addrefs, as if a Promife of 


a Vote of Credit had been intended to be 
couched under it ; and upon that Occafion the 
Hon. Gentleman by me, faid, he believed no 
Perfon fo much as dreamed that fuch an Ule 
was intended to be made of that Expreffion ; 
becaufe if any fuch Thing as a Vote of Credit 
fhould be deemed necefflary, the Demand for 
it would come in the ufual Way by a Mefiage ; 


and if any fuch Mefiage fhould come, he be- ID 


lieved, no Argument in Favour of it either 
could or would be drawn from the Words then 
propoled to be put into your Addrefs. 
Gentlemen, I perceive, pretend that they 
cannot find out the Difference between what 
is now propofed and a Vote of Credit; yet, in 
my Opinion, if they will be at the Pains to 
compare the two togecher, they may very 
eafily difcover the Difference ; for a2 Vote of 
Credit is, where a Sum is given for certain 
Services, not to be accounted for to Parlia- 
ment; whereas the prefent Meffage bears this 
exprels Promife in it, that a full and particular 
Account fhall be laid before next Parliament 
ot all the Expences which may be incurred 
in Confequence of the Powers now to be 


granted ; and as no Power is defired but what R 


appears to me neceflary for the Security and 
Quiet of the Nation, I neither can fee nor 
have heard any fufficient Reafon for not 
granting them. 

Sr F—n B—rn—d. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft found fault, Sir, with 
my worthy Friend below me, for {peaking 
difrefpe€tfully, as he called it, of the Crown ; 


upon which I muft obferve that the Hon. G 


Gentleman is very apt, 1 will not fay willing- 

ly, to miftake what other Gentlemen fay, and 

then to find fault with what he fuppofes they 

did faye My worthy Friend faid, that the 
I 


Crown has often been induced to affert fop 
Troth what Time has afterwards difcovered 
not to be true. Sir, the Crown is never fup- 
pofed to know any Thing but by Information, 
and if thofe who inform the Crown have 
been themfelves mifinformed, or fhould for 
any private and wicked Purpofe give the 
Crowna falfe Information, the Crown may by 
fuch Information be induced to affert for 
Trath, what Time may very probably thew 
not to have been true; fo that without any 
Explanation, there is no Foundation for find- 
ing Fault with what my worthy Friend faid: 
Nay it is what happens but too often; were 
not we told but a few Years ago of fome fe- 
Cret Articles in an Aliliance entered into be- 
tween two of our Neighbours, by which G:- 
braltar was co have been taken from us, and 
the Pretender was to have been placed by 
Force upon the Throne of thefe Realms: This 
was afterwards difcovered not to be true; and, 
indeed, to confider the Situation and Circum- 
ftances of the two Powers who were {aid to 
have entered into the/e Articles, it is hardly 
poffible to believe that any fuch Projeéts thould 
have enter’d into either of their Heads: Yet 
this was confidently aficrted ; and to have 
pretended at that Time to have doubted of 
it, would, I believe, have been reckoned 
highly diirefpe@tful to the Crown, if not 
downright Difafieétion. So far are we, Sir, from 
being obliged to believe every Thing aflerted by 
the Crown, that we are in many Cafes bound 
to enquire into the Truth of fuch Afier- 
tions ; andif they fhould, upon fuch Enquiry, 
appear to be falfe, we ought to punith thofe 
who have either foolifhly or knavithly im- 
pofed upon the Crown. 

Upon the prefent Occafion, Sir, the Crown 
is abfoluiely fafe from any Acculation or 
Sufpicion of this Kind ; for we have not as 
yet had the leaft Information from the 
Crown ; even by the prefent Meflage, not- 
withftanding the great Powers thereby, de- 
manded, it is not {9 much as infinuated that 
the Nation is in any Danger, nor are we in- 
formed of any Faét from which it may be 
conje€tured that the Nation may foon be in 
Danger: It has indeed been infinuated by an 
Hon. Gentleman in this Houle, by Way of 
Supplement to the Meflage, that we are in 
Danger of an Invafion from France 5 but even 
that Gentleman himéfelf fays, he does not 
believe we are in any Danger, which is tome- 
thing very fingular ; he does not, he fays, believe 
it, but yet he would have every other Gen- 
tleman in this Houfe believe it ; for it 3s cer 
tain there is no Daager to be apprehended !rom 
any other foreign Power ; therefore it 18 ime 
poffible for any Gentleman, who is of his 
Opinion, with Refpect to our Danger from 
France, to agree to his Refolution. I fay, 
is impoffible that any Gentleman, W 
not think the Nation in any Danger, 


thould 
agree 











agree to the granting to the Crown an unli- 
mited Power of raifing Forces by Sea and 
Land, of entering into expenfive Alliances, 
and putting the Nation to an infinite Expence. 

But perhaps, Sir, the Danger we are now 
threatened with is of a domeftick Nature: If 
fo, 1 with fome of thofe Gentlemen who 
know it, would rife up and give us fome Ac- 
count of it; for really my Imagination is fo 
barren, that I cannot form to myfelf an Idea 
of any fuch Danger, unlefs it be the Danger 
of having the Majority of next Parliament 
confift of fuch Perfons as may not be agreeable 
to fome Gentlemen ; and if the Vote of Cre- 
dit we are now to give fhould be applied to- 
wards preventing that Danger, if any Part of 


the Money fhould be, made ufe of for that Pur- B 


pofe, it is certain that no Gentleman needs be 
under any Apprehenfions or any Uneafinefs 
from the Promife now made, of accounting 
to next Parliament. But I beg Pardon, Sir, 
I believe I fhould not have called the Refolu- 
tian propofed to us a Vote of Credit; for I 
find Gentlemen are greatly divided, whether 
it ought to be called a Vote of Credit, or a 
Vote of Confidence. However, I think that 
Difpute may be eafily accommodated, by cal- 
ling it a Vote of Confidence and Credit. 

It may be thought, Sir, that Ido not treat 
this Subje&t ferioufly enough: I will allow, 
that if the Nation were really in any Danger, 
it would be an Affair of very great Conie- 
quence. In fuch a Cafe, it would be a very ferious 
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Quefticn to determine, whether we fhould de- JF) 


volve the Power of Parliament upon the 
Crown for a fhort Time: But when Gentle- 
men come with fuch a Demand, without any 
Foundation, when even they themfelves tell 
us they believe we are in no Danger, but tell 
us of a French Spuadron with 4 or 5000 
Forces ready to be put on Board; and becaufe 
we are now juft at the End of a Parliament, 
make ufe of that Story asa fufficient Argu- 
ment for us to put it inthe Power of a Minifter 
never to call another; I fay, Sir, fuch a 
Demand, founded upon fuch an Argument, 
muft be look’d on asa Minifterial Demand 
only, and therefore ought either to be treated 
with Ridicule, or rejected with Indignation. 
It is a Demand of fuch a Nature, Sir, that, 
in my Opinion, no Gentleman, who has the 
leaft Regard for Parliaments, or who expects 
ever to fit in another free Parliament, can 
agree to it. 

Mr. C——r of the E————=r._ Sir, in the 
Station in which I have the Honour to ferve the 
King, I cannot fit ftill when I hear the Crown 
reflected on inthe Manner it has been, Iam, 
in Juttice to the Memory of the late King, 
and in Duty to the prefent, obliged to take 
Notice of what happened to fall from the 
Hon. Gentleman under the Gallery. His late 
Majefty’s Affertion, relating to the two 
fecret Articles agreed on between two fo- 






reign Powers, which that Gentleman took 
Notice of, and which he was pleafed to fay 
appeared afterwards not to be true, was as 
well founded, and as true an Affertion as ever 
came from the Crown. "Tis true indeed, 
Monf. Palm, the Imperial Minifier then at 
this Court, denied that there were any fuch 
fecret Articles in the Treaty ; but, Sir, when 
we have the Word of the late King from the 
Throne on one Side, and the Denial of a fo- 
reign Minifier, a Minifter of inferior Rank 
too, upon the other, I muft fay that in fuch 
a Cafe, to pretend to be at a Lofs which to 
give moft Credit to, is treating the Memory 
of our Jate Sovereign with very great Indigni- 
ty ; and I am fure, if Time has difcovered 
any Thing, it has difcover'd the contrary of 
what the Hon, Gentleman pretends. Do not 
we all know that Gibraltar was foon after 
atually befieged, and if proper Care had not 
been taken to prevent it, every Thing elfe that 
was ftipulated by thefe fecret Articles would as 
certainly have been undertaken. The other 
Project, if it had been undertaken, would, I 
believe, have met with the fame Succefg; but 
I am perfuaded there are fome who are forry 
it was not accomplithed. 

Gentlemen talk, Sir, of mifinforming, 
and impofing upon the Crown; but in that 
Cafe it was not his late Majefty’s Minifters 
here who informed him, it was he that in- 
formed them of that Tranfaétion: He had his 
Information at Hanover, and his Information 
was fo good that he could not be deceived: I 
know as well, and am as certain that there 
were fuch Articles, as thofe very Perfons who 
drew up the Articies. 1 am forry, Sir, I 
have been provoked to fay fo much. Totalk 
of thefe Things may now be improper, and 
perhaps I cannot juftify myfelf in having faid 
fo much, yet in Juftice to the late King, I 
think I could fay no lefs. 

As to the Queftion itfelf, I have heard no 
Objeétions made, but what have been fully 
an{wered by other Gentlemen, therefore hall 
not trouble you further upon it, but only to 
declare, that as this Nation may be expofed to 
great Dangers during the Interval of Parlia- 
ment, I think it abfolutely neceflary to com- 
ply with his Majefty’s Meffage; and as an 


F Account is to be rendered to next Parliament, 


G 


and that Parliament muft meet fome Time 
next Winter, if not fooner, the Powers now to 
be granted cannot, in that Time, produce 
any bad Confequences ; but may produce very 
good Effects, by giving a due Weight to o~4 
Propofals his Majefty, in Conjunétion wit 
his Adlies, may think proper to make to the 
Powers now engaged in War. 

W’-----m P----ney, Efg; As it is now fo 
late, Sir, and as fo many unan{fwerable Ob- 
jections have been already made to the Pro- 
pofition now before us, I fhou!d not have ftood 
up to give you any Troubje, bus that ghee 
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the Queftion of fo great Moment, that I ought 
to teitify my Averfion to it by fomething 
more than a bare Negative. As to the Dan- 
ger from the French Fleet, Sir, it is either 
too near to be provided againft by any Thing 
that can be done in Confequence of this Mef- 
fage; or it is fo rernote, that it may be pro- 
vided againtt in a recular Manner: This has 
already been taken notice of, and has not as 
yet received any Aniwer. But I muft further 
oblerve, that if there had ever been any 
Ground to fufpeat, that the French Fleet was 
defigned againit this Iland, their not coming 
hither before now, is fufficient to remove any 
Jealoufy that might have been entertained that 
Way. They might have had Ships fufficient 
to have tranfported 5 or 6000 Men to this 
Ifland, and tho Troops might have been em- 
barked, nav, and even landed in this Ufland, 
long before this Time; and therefore their 
Fleet's waiting fo long in their Harbour, is 
a plain Demonftration, that they are not de- 
figned againft this Ifand, but againft a Place, 
which they cannot approach fo early in the 
Spring. 

It is fomething very furprifing to me, Sir, 
that upon the prefent Occafion we thould be 
told what the Dutch have done, or rather, 
indeed, what thev. have not done. When 
they make any Reduétion of their Forces, in 
order to fave publick Expence, and to {pare 
their People, we are then told, that their Ex- 
ample can be no Rule for us: But if they 
make any necefiary Addition to their Land 
Forces, in order to put themfelves in a Pofture 
of Defence againft Dangers, which we, from 
the D ference of our Situation, have not the 
leaft Reafon to apprehend, then we are to'd, 
we ought to follow their Example: But in 
the preient Caie, even the Example of the 
Dutch can be no Argument: We have alrea- 
dy done more than they have done, we have 
not only refolved to keep up the fame Num- 
her of Land Forces, which certainly wonld 


not have been done, if the Tranquillity of 


Europe had remained undifturbed; but we 
have already made a very large Addition to 
the Number of our Seamen; an Addition 
which amounts to a greater Number of Men, 
than that Number of Land Forees which the 
Dutch have only refolved not to reduce; fo 
that tho’ we be not near fo mach expofed 
to the Danger as the Durch, vet we have al- 
ready very far exceeded them in the Expence 
we have put ourfelves to on account of the 
War. 

Weare next told, that the Towns in F/er- 
ders are in a very bad Situation, and no Way 
provided for Defence. For God's fake, Sir, 
are we thus to be eternally the Dupe: of Fu- 
rope If the Emperor or any ether Power 
neglects to keep their fort fied Places in a pro- 
per Pofture of Defence, muft we anfwer for 
that Neglect? Are we for the Sake of pre- 
ferving the Balance of Power in Europe, to 


undertake at our own Charges to defend every 
Power in Europe, and to prevent their being 
invaded or conquered by any of their neigh- 
bouring Powers? Such Arguments, Sir, I 
fhould think ridiculous, if made ufe of for 
perfuading us to put ourfelves to the leaft ad- 
ditional Expence ; but they are much more fo 
when they are the only Arguments made ufe 
of for prevailing with us. to make a total Sur- 
render of our Liberties. Surely, Gentlemen 
muft think this Howfe mighty ready to re- 
fign the Liberties of their Country, when 
they make fuch Propofitions, and fapport them 
by fuch Arguments. 

To me, Sir, it really appears as if this 
Propofition had been made by way of Experi- 
ment, to fee what Lengths we might be pre- 
vailed on to go; and if we agree t0 it, Iam 
fure it is what we can never anfwer for 
to ourfelves, our Conftituents, or our Pofte- 
rity: Nay, we cannot anfwer for it even 
to his Majefty himfe!f; for it is a deftroying 
ef the Rights of Parliament, and as his Ma- 
iefty’s Right to the Crown is founded on the 


. Rights of Parliament, whatever tends to the 


Deftruction of the one, muft tend to the De- 
ftruction of the other. The Parliament, Sir, 
is the Guardian of the Crown as well as of 
the People. We are to proteét the People 
in the Enjoyment of their Rights and Privi- 
Jeges, we are likewife to prote€t the Crown 
againft wicked and evil Counfel’ors; and, in 
my Opinion, the Meffage now before us, and 


D the Propofition now made to us, are of fuch 


an extraordinary Nature, that if the Spirit of 
Liberty, that Spirit which brought about the 
Revolution, and eftablifhed the prefent Family 
upon the Throne, is not already quite extin- 
guifhed in this Nation, we may foon expect 
to fee a Parliament, that will not only cen- 
fare, but condemn and punith thofe who have 
been the chief Advifers of {uch a Meafure. 

Mr. S——r G———1 fpoke next for the 
Queftion, after him Sire 7——* H—d 
C—n fpoke againft it ; and then the Que- 
ftion was put, which upon a Divifion, was 
carried in the Affirmative by 248 to 147- 

The Addrefs was accordingly drawn up, 
and on April 1, prefented to his Majefty by 
the whole Houfe ; To which his Majefty 
returned a moft gracious Anlwer. (Which 
jee p. 216.) 


Appropriating unappropriating Clauf?. 

On April 3, the Order of the Day, for the 
Foufe of Commons to refolve itfelf ee 
Committee of the whole Houfe, on the Bill 
for enabling his Majefty to iffue and apply 3 


G certain Sum (1,200,000 /.) therein to be men- 


tioned, out of the finking Fund, being read, 
a Motion was made, that the faid Committee 
might have Power to receive a Claufe of Appro= 
priation with a Power to his Majeh to apy 
fach Sums of Money, as fhould be for 











for or towards the Increafe of the Expences 
that fhould arife by the Augmentation of his 
Majefty’s Forces by Sea or Land, as his Ma- 
jefty in his great Wifdom fhoula judge ne- 
ceffary to make, and for concerting .fuch 
Meafures as the eteite' of his Affairs 
might require. 

‘This appropriating and unappropriating 
Claufe (as it was called by fome Gentlemen) 
ftocd great Debates, and was ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed in both Houfes ; and in the Houfe of 
Lords it occafioned a long Proteft, which our 
Readers may fee in our Magazine for April 
lait, (Page 200.) But it was agreed to by 
a Majority of both Houfes, and ftands Part 
of that Bill, afterwards paiied into a Law. 


Meffage relating to the Princefs Royal. 


On Monday the Sth Day of April, Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer acquainted the 
Houle, that he had a Meflage from his Ma- 


jefty to that Houle, figned by his Majefty ; 


which he prefented to the Houfe, and the 
fame being read by Mr Speaker, was as 
followeth, wire 


A Being 


B 
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Greoree R. 

IS Mayjefy, having been pleafed to di- 
H. af Letters Pate nt to be payed under 

¢ Great Seal of Great -Britain, jor jet elt ng 

on the Princej{s Royal an uy of — 
per — as @ Mart of bis al Faw 
and . n to ber, and the Af HOW IR 
“tole ining bis Majefiy from granting 
the Ie yme for any longer ‘Term chan bis own 
Lift, ” bef pes, be foal be enabled to make fuch 
Grant fi r the Life f the fa dP rince/s Reyad, 
in cafe fhe faal! furvive bis Majefty, and 
rec mmends the Ci nfderati on ther: of fo this 
Houfe. 

Which Meffage was immediately taken in- 
to ConGderation, and Leave was given to 
bring in a Bill im Puriuance of the fame; 
which was accordingly brought in, and pais'‘d 
both Houfes. 


On the 16th, his Majefty came to the 
Houfe of Peers, and gave the Royal Affent 
to the BJs mentioned, p.217. Afier which he 
made a moft gracious Speech to both Howes, 
and prorogu’d them; and two Days after, 
they were diflulved. (See the Speech, p. 217.) 
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Receipt to be happy 349 
Tbe Reconcilement 547 
Re-eleétions 245 


Reprefentative,Scheme for a more equal one37 5 
Reprefentatives of the People, their Duty 529 
Reproof 232 
Revenue, Alteration in the State of it 652 
Review of the late Excife Scheme, &c. Extract 

from that Pamphiet 5 
Revolution juftify’d by the Craftfman 26 
The Revolution: A Poem 323 
Rhapfody on Poetry, Verfes on reading it 42 
Richard Md’s pack’d Parliament 529. Re- 


marks on his Reign 594 
Riddle, fatyrical Verfes on an obfcene one 437 
Riot A& 5 
Rebert{men 


53 

R--b--f--n, Sir T-----s, his Speech on the 
Motion about the Officers of the Army 
352. On the Motion for repealing the 
Septennial Act 559 
Rome, of the Contentions between the Nobi- 
lity and the People 645. Caufes of its 


Ruin 643 
Roman Conftitution, Defeéts in it 637 
Remans and Carthaginians 584 
Rofe, Poem on it, from Anacreon 42 
Rofs, Sarah, Story of her 426 


Rover reclaim'd, Verfes.to the unknown Au- 
thor of it 39 
R--fb--t, Sir F---%, his Speech on the Mo- 
tion about the Officers of the Army 349 
Royal Marriage, Prologue on it 143 
Rifirus, Crafif/man’s Account of his Rife end 
Fall 573. Ofborne’s Reflections occafion’d 


by it $76 
Rules of Behaviour, of general Ufe, elpeci- 
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ally in London 66 F 
R---dle, Dr. Difputes about him 637, 653. 
See Codex 
S. 
AINT A----n, Sir F---n, his Speech 
for repealing the Septennial A&t 203. 
On the Motion for additional Land Forces 


347 
Saint Fames’s Park 9G 
Saint Peter's Church at Rome, and St. Paul’s 


at London, their Dimenfions 178, 179 
Salt Duty continued 502 
Sanhedrin, Fewif> 641 


S----ys, Mr. his Speech on the Motion for 


calling for the Inftractions to his Majefty’s ~ 


Minifter in Poland 287. On the Druggifts 
Petition 300. On the Motion about the 
Officers of the Army 350. On the Mo- 
tion relating to the Duke of Bolton and 
Lord Vile. Cobbam 398. On the Bill 


againft Piacemen 414 
Sewage, Mr. his Epitaph on a young Lady 

33. Another Poem by him 661 
Sauney the Scot, a merry Tale 488 
Saxons 369, 421, 579 
Scarborough, onthe Ladies bathing there 381 
Se-------gb, E--] of, his Speech in Parlia- 


ment 406 
Scorn for Scorn, or the flighted Swain 2134 
Scots Peers, Proteft in relation to them 170, 

3171. Motions and Debates about their 

Eleétion 50g. Subitance of the Speeches 

in Favour of the lait Motion ibid. Speeches 

againft it 513. Reply to thofe Speeches 515 
Scots Peers, their Protefis 316, 317- Ob- 

fervations on the late Election of the Six- 

teen 370. Arguments againft the Ge- 
nuinenefs of the Protefts anfwer'd ibid. 

See Ele&tion 
Scotti Ele€tions 315G 
Screening, political 136 
Serub, “Squire, his Difcourfe upon Politicks 

191. His Converfion 251. His Addrefs 

to fome Ele€tors 362. His Addrefs to Fog 


372- His Letter to him 530 
Seamen, Number of them agreed to 296 
Seeing and Feeling — 73 


Senfe of the People 315, 360, 365 
Septennial Aét 5, 110, 120. Speeches for 
repealing it 202, 203. Lift of the Mem- 
bers who voted for repealing it 206. Lift 
of thofe who voted againft it 207. Par- 
ther Debates on the Motion for repealing it 
§57 to 566, and 613 to 635 

Serjeant, the old and young one in Covent 
Garden Market 428 C, F 
Seville, Treaty of, Debate on the Motion 
about the Letters and Inftruétions re- 


lating to it 282 to 28 
Shafifbury , Ear! of, Quotation from him 12 5E 
Sbake/pear . 30B 
Sheriffs Officers 225 


S~pp--m, Mr. his Speech on the Motioa 
for an Addrefs 278. On the Motion about 
the Letters and Inftructions relating to the 


Treaty of Seville 285. On the Motion for 
additional Land Forces 341. His Speeches 
concerning the Vote of Credit 690, 696 
Sicily, of the Difputes about it 185 
Silvia’s Recovery 443 
Sinking Fund, Proteft about it 200. Refo- 
lution about it, in the Houfe of Commons 


55 
Slavery, moft effectual Way of eftablithing i 


33+ Legal and illegal 471, 478 
Smugglers, their Practices 302 
S-----r, Mr. his Speech on the Motion for 

additional Land Forces 346 
Solon, a Law of his, ang Plutarch’s Remark 

upon it 534 C 
S-----t, L--d N---/, his Speech in Parlia- 

ment 564 
Sommers, Lord, his Chara€ter 574 E 
Songs 40, 42, QI, 214, 215, 259, 263, 

322, 662 
South-Sea annual Ship, of the Difputes about 

it 185 

Spain: A Poem 602 


Spain, ancient Conftitution of, and Caufes of 
its Subverfion 589, 642 
Spani fb Garrifons in Italy r 
SpeGator, pleafant Story from him 657 
Speech in Parliament, a remarkable one in 
the Reign of Q. Anne 83. Another in the 
Reign of K. George I. 107. Another on the 
Charitable Corporation Affair 427. Ano- 


ther on the Penfion Bill 435 
Spithead Expedition 74+ 
Spurius Melius, Story of him 79 
Squadrons, of the three late ones 59 
"Squire, Story of a young wild one 459G 
S---r, Earl of, his Character 231 


Staniflaus, King, his Relation of his remark- 
able Retreat from Dantztck 566 to 57% 
Stapleton, Sir Miles, Veries to him 324 
States, Caufes of their Ruin 539 
Stile of Scripture 429 A 
Stock-jobbing Bill, Debate upon it in the H. 
of Lords 502. Arguments againf it, ibid. 
Arguments for it 503. Anfwer to the Are 
guments againft it 504- A Paper publith- 


ed againft it 505. A Paper in Favour ae 


Storm, Verfes on one, by a Lad of Perth 
School 545, 547 
Supply, Votes on it 348 
Survey. See Publick Buildings 
Sweden, Dr. Robinfon’s Account of it 239 
Swift, Dr. burlefque Poem of his 92. Co- 
~ mical Account of apprehending feveral Sorts 
of Rogues for robbing his Garden 53! D, 
His Lamentation for the Lofs of his Hear- 
ing 604. A Poem fent to him, and 0s 


others by him x 259 
ACITUS, 2 pleafant Story from him 
SO 458 C 


Tale on Truth and Falfboood, Sequel to it 149 
Tarentine Harper, Story of bim nba Re 
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Tafte, Effay on it 180 
‘Favern-Hunters: A Ballad 662 
Tavy’s Speech 664 
Tea, Methods of running it 302 
Tenures, of the ancient ones 183 
Teft, how the Repeal of it in Ire/and mifcar- 

ried 63, 64 


Theatrical War, prefent State of it 105 

Tbompfon, Mr. his Poem to Mr. Dalacourt 597 

T---mp---n, Mr. his Speech on the Bill a- 
gainit Placemen 416 

Thuanus. See Buckley 

Tindal’s Will, Reflections on it 21. Verfes 
occafioned by his Medal 148 


Tories, Whigs, and Diffenters 656. 


Travellers, pleafant Stories of two old ones 
460 
Travelling, a curious Letter on that Subject 
459 B. Two Sorts of Perfons to whom it 
may be ufeful 460 D. F 
Treaty of Sewille, and of Vienna 56,71, 76. 
Of Utrecht 57. Of Hanover 58 
Triennial and Septennial A€&tg 110, See Sep- 
tennial 
Trinity, Doétrine of - g80£E 
True Briton, Charaéter of one 366 
Turkey, a remarkable Practice there 458 
Tyranny, a legal one moft dangerous 15 
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yo IT Y of Life, Meditation on it 177 


Vapours in Women, a Cure forthem 587 D 
Verona, old Man of 263 
Vices, certain fafhionable ones expofed 318 
Vifits, of impertinent ones 465- Two Let- 


ters on that Subject 466 
Unbelieving Wife, or lying Husband 39 
Underftanding, of debafing it 248 
Undertakers, what they were 23 
Union of England and Scotland 433 
Voice of the People 317 
Volpone, Epilogue to it 664 


Vote of Credit, Protefts in relation to it 
173, 201. Extraét froma Pamphlet on it 
236. Osborne’s Account of the Reafon of 
it 239- Debates on it in the Houfe of 
Lords 673, &c. In the Houfe of Commons 
690, Gc. What it properly is 704, 


W-& G---l, his Speech on the Mo- 
tion about the Officers of the Ar- 





my 356 
Wade's Road in Scotland 240 
Wager, Sir Charles, his Condué&t 73 E. Hs 

Speech in P nt ' 289 


W---le, Sir R--t, his Speech on the Motion 
for an Addrefgs 279. On the Motion a- 
bout the Inftructions relating to the Treaty 
of Seville 284. On the Motion for cal- 
ling for the Inftruétions to his Majefty’s 
Minifter in Poland 293. On the Druggifts 
Petition 335. On the Motion for additio- 
nal Land- Forces 343. On the Motion a- 
bout the Officers of the Army 396. On 
the Bill againft Placemen 456. On the 
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Motion for repealing the Septennial A& 
632. Concerning the Vote of Credit 690, 

. 693, 705 

W---le, Mr- his Speech on the Motion a- 
bout calling for the Inftruétions to his Ma- 
jefty’s Minifter in Poland 288. Another 
291. On the Bill againft Placemen 453. 
Concerning the Vote of Credit 7oL 
Walfingbam’s Method of filencing the Cla- 
mour about Blundering 185. Remarks on 
him 364 
War, the prefent, the feveral poffible Ways 
to be taken by the Government in it 54, 
55, 72- Whether it was occafioned mere- 
ly by the King of Poland’s Death 71 B. 
Whether the Treaties of Sewi/le and Vien- 
na occafioned it 56, 71, 76 
Ward's Drops, Verfes on them 333. Let- 
ter to Mifoguackus about them 654. 
Wax-work Figures in Weftminfter- Abby 68 
Weather, of the Change of it 473 E 
Weeding the Houfe 25K 
W eftminfler-Abbey 12. Monuments there 
19, 28, 29, 30, 67, 75 

Wefiminfier School, Verles {poken there 440 
Wharton, late Duke of, Extract from his 
Writings 366 
Whig and Tory, whether the Diftinétion 
ceafed at the Revolution 9, 25. Cuonduét 
of thofe Parties at that Time 15, 16, 17, 


23» 30, 32 
Whigs, Reafons for their Union 471, 479 
Whimfey, Will, his Humours 318 
Widows, Advice to them 641 


Wife, how to chufe one, and how to behave 
afterwards 333,422 F. Several Charact- 
ers of them, ibid. and 423. Verfes on the 


Choice of a good one 548 
Will, a very extraordinary one 4.19 
William Il. Obfervations on his Government 

574 

Wimble, Fonathan, his laft Will 435 
W—ea, E--| of, his Speech concerning the 
Vote of Credit 687 


W--nd--m, Sir W---m, his Speech on the 
Motion for an Addrefs 280 On the Moti- 
on about the Inftruétions relating to the 
Treaty of Seville 283. On the Motion 
for calling for the Inftruétions to his Ma- 
jefty’s Minifter in Poland 292. On the 
Motion for additional Land-Forces 339, 
342- On the Motion about the Officers of 
the Army 394. On the Motion relating 
to the D. of Bolton, and Lord Vife. C2s- 
bam 398. On the Bill again Placemen 
418. On the Motion for repealing the 
Septennial Aét 624. On the Vote of 
Credit 691, 702 

W---m, Mr. his Speech on the Bill againt 
Placemen 456 

W----n, Mr. his Speech on the Druggitts 
Petition 297. On the Motion about the 
Officers of the Army 355- On the Bill 


againft Placemen 417 
Winter, 
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Winter, Verfes on the Approach of it 547. 


_ Another Copy of Veries on it _ 662 
The With 95 
Wittenagemote of the Saxons 369 


Wizard's Harangue in Praife of Poverty 484. 
Woman: Written in the Spirit of Sappho 


260 
Women, Scheme for their governing. their 
Husbands 3ir 


Words,. humourous Diflertation on them 475 
W---n, W---in W---ms, Efq; his Speech 
“on the Motion for repealing the Septennial 
A& 614 
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V Sir W---m, his Speech upon the 
Motion for an Addrefs 280. On the 
Motion about the Inftruétions relating to 
the Treaty of Sewille 282. On the Mo- 
tion about Applications, &c. 295. On the 
Druggifts Petition 299. On the Motion 
for additional Land-Forces 944. On the 
Motion about the Officers of the Army 
395+ On the Bill againft Placemen 455. 
On the Motion for repealing the Septennial 
AG 623. Concerning the. Vote of Credit 


692, 70 
7 te 9 7°93 
EAL, Religious, Apology for it 307 
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CCOMMODATION, Schemes 
A for it 611, 670 
A&ts paffed 97, I%4, 217 


Albemarle and Montagu, Dutchefs Dowager 
of, inter:’d 493 

Ally’d Army. See Italy 

Amelia, Princefs, fets out for Bath 218. 
Returns 326. Her Prefent from the Ho/- 
Stein Ambafflador 447. Sets out again for 





Batb 493. Returns $2 

Affizes 151, 155, 446, 447, 448, 493, 

494 

Auguflus, King, crown’d at Craccw 409. 

Plot again him 101 
B. 

ANK of England 326, 494 

B n, Lord, his Niece married to 

his Valet de Chambre 666 


Battle of Parma 389. Of Guafialla 499, 


+> 

Bellamy, Sir Edward, ele&ted Lord — of 
London 494. Swornin.at Wefminfler 552 
Bentley, Dr. depriv’d of the Mafterthip of 
Trinity College 264. 
Berwick, Duke of, kill'd before Phiiipfurg 


" 33% 
Bill of Mortality. See Burials 
Billers, Sir William, Peward offered for ap- 
prehending the Perfons, who infulied him 


on Lord Mayor's Day 606 
Blackwell, Alexander, his Trial about exer- 
cifing the Art of Printing 384 
Bofwvorth, Mr. his Speech to the Liverymen, 
on his being chofen Chamberiain 265 
Bribery and Corruption, firft Trial on the 
Ac to prevent it 447 
Broglio, Marthal de, his Quarters furpriz'd 
by the J mperialifes 4938 
Bruford, Fer. threaten’d, affavited, and 
robb'd 335 


Buchan, Earlof, remov’éd from his Pofts 264 
Burials, Monthly Account of, 56, 102, 358, 


221, 272, 33% 388, 450, 497, 554, 
610, 669. Yearly Account 668 


C. 

ANTERBURY, Archbifhop of, 
C waited on by the Indian Chiefs 447 
Cantillon, Mr. fappos’d to be murder’d, and 
his Houfe fir'd 265. Perfons taken up for 

it ibid. Pardon and Reward promis’d for a 
Difcovery 266. Coroner’s Jury’s Verdié 
385- Trial of his Servants 494. They 


are acquitted 665 
Captives, redeem'd, prefent themfelves to his 
Majetty 605 


Czpua furrenders 670. See Traun 
Carmody, Michal, his odd Speech at his Ex- 


ecution 264 
Chamberlain of London, Eleétion of 264 
Charitable Corporation 334 
Chriftnings. See Burials 
Chrift’s-Hofpital, Legacies to it 607 
Coiners try’d and condemn’d 385. Exe- 

cuted $st 


Commons, King’s Anfwer to their Addrefs 
45- King’s, Queen’s, and the Prince and 
Princels of Orange’s Anfwers to their Con- 
gratulations on the Royal Marriage 216. 
King’s Anfwer to their Addrefs occafion’d 
by his Meflage ibid 

Confederate Army. See Italy 

Conti, young Prince of, remarkable Inftance 


of his Generofity 451 
Corn, Exportation of, 46, 557 
Corfica, new Troubles there 157 
Counterfeit Guineas, Sentence pafled on one 

for uttering them 607 
Coway Stakes, where, 606 
Crofs-Keys Ina, odd there 327 


ANTZICK, Preparations for befieg- 
D ing it 10%. The Siege begun 357° 
Progrefs of it 222, 273- It furrenders 33% 


389 
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D Asfeldt, Marquis, fucceeds the Duke of 
Berwick in the Command of the French 
Army 33!- His March towards Menfx, 
and Retreat from thence 451 

Difienters, their Declaration about the ap- 
proaching Elections 46. Their Addrefs 
and Congratulations on the Royal Marriage 

216 

Don Carles takes Pofleffion of Napks 222. 
Declar’d King of Naples and Sicily 274 

Draymen, @c. Order about them 45 

Druggifts, &c. their Proceedings 43 

Dutch, their Treaty of Neutrality with France 

555, 670 


43- Their Proceedings 
Dutry, Lady, Indian Chiefs Compliment to 
her 447 
E. 


AGLE, a large one taken in Kent 7 
Earthquake at Port/mouth, Ge. 551, 605 
Emperor's Anfwer to the King of Spain’s 
Memorial 101. Licence for lending him 
Money 4-47 
Empire declares War againft France 1or 
Eugene, Prihce, goes to his Command of 
the Imperial Army on the Rébine 273. 
His Condué& there 274, 331, 390, 451. 
He returns to Vienna 555. His Prayer 670 
Executions 96, 151, 264, 384, 448, 551, 666 
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F IN ES for not ferving Sheriff, Amount 


of them 665 

Fires 157, 265, 326, 327, 585 
Fleet order’d out 43, 265- Sails to Sput- 
bead 447 


Foreign Affairs 49, 101, 157, 222, 273, 
331, 389, 451, 493, 555, 611, 670 
Foreign Service, Perfons taken up for inlifting 
Men for it 447. Their Trial 494 
France, Queen of, deliver’d of a Princefs 
390 
French Ambaffador’s Houfe burnt 326, 327 
French Army. See Rhine 
French King’s Letter to the Dantzickers 49. 
To King George about the Princefs Royal 606 
French Troops detain’d by the Czarina 451 
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AETA taken by Don Carlos 451 
General Bill of Chriftnings and Burials668 
German Princes in Prince Eugene’s Army 390 
Gibraltar 274 
Gold and Silver exported sot 
Guaftalla, Battle a 498, 499, 555 


ANOVE R, the Emperor’s and Em- 
pire’s Declaration of War againft 


France, publith'd there 331 
Harris, Mary, her Prefent and Addrefs to 
the Queen 665 


Heydon in Yorkfbire, remarkable Infcription 

upon a Tombftone there 6st 

Houfes, Number of empty ones in and about 

London 552, 606 
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MPERIAL Army. See Rhine and Iealy 
Indian Chiefs arrive 384. Are intro- 
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Their 
Manner of burying ibid. They wait on 
the Archbithop of Canterbury 447. Vifit 
Eaton College, Windfor, &c. 494. Set 


duced to their Majefties 446, 


out on their Return home 605 
Italy, feveral Places taken there by the Allies 
49,222, 331,451, 670. Skirmithes there 
TOI, 274, 333, 555- Battles there 389 
498, 499, 555+ Motions of the Impe- 
rial and ally’d Armies there 611, 670 
K, 
IN G’s Speech at the Opening of the 
K Parliament 43. His Speech at pro- 
roguing them 217. His Anfwer to the 
Indian Chief 446. See Lords, and Com- 
mons 
Konigfezg, Count, furprifes the French Quar- 
ters 498. Pafles the Og/io Orr 
Kouli Kan. See Turks and Perfians 
L. 
AND Tax 97 
Liege, Bithop of, his Palace burnt down 
157 
London, Ele€tion for Members of Parliament 
there 264, 265 
Lord Mayor of London, new one 494, $52 
Lords, new ones introduced into the Houle of 


Peers 44. 
Lords, King’s Anfwer to their Addrefs 44. 
Lottery drawn 150 
Luxemberg, Garrifon of, 498 


M. 

AR KHA M's Toy-fhop robb’d 265. 
M Pardon ofter’d for difcovering it 266 
Majon’s Wii! determin’d 606 
Mead, Counfellor, his Monument and In- 

{cription 493 
Members of Parliament, new ones 100, 156 
Members chofen for the new Parliament 

220, 268, 329 
Mentz, French Army marches towards it, 

and retreats again 451 

Merci, Count, his Aétions on the Po 274. 


Kill’d at the Battle of Parma 389 
Mirand.la, Siege rais’d 555 
Money coin’d at the Tower, how much 

fince his Majefty’s Acceffion 447 
Morocco, Emperor of, Prefentsto him 96 


Munich, General. See Dantxick 
Murders 45; 265, 326, 334, 447, 493 


A PLES, Preparations for its De‘ence 
Don Carlos takes Poffeifion 


157. 

of it 222. , Difturbances there 670 
O. 

GLETHORPE, Mtr. arrives from 

Georgia 327 


O Neal, Capt. tried for inlifting Men into 
foreign Service _ 404 
Onfloww, Lord, the Caule between him and 


Ann Mead 327 
Gran, Attion between the Spaniards and 


Moers there 169 
Orange, Prince of, goes to Bath 43» Com- 
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plimented with an Invitation from the City 
of Brifiol, and the Sheriff’s Speech to 
him 45. A Quaker’s Speech to him 96. 
He vifits Brifiol 97. Is complimented at 
Oxford, by the Univerfity,; and by the 
Mayor and Corporation 150. Accommo- 
dated in his Journey by a Farmier, who 
makes a Speech to him ibid. Compli- 
mented at Henley, and Windfor, and arrives 
at Somer{et-Houfe ibid. Solemnization of 
his Nuptials with the Princefs Royal, with 
a particular Account of the magnificent 
Proceffion 151. The City of London's 
Addrefs to the King, and their Recorder’s 
Speeches to the Queen; and to the Prince 
and Princefs of Orange on that Occafion 
153, 154. Preamble to the A& for natura- 
lizing him 155- Other Congratulations on 
his Marriage, and his Anfwer to that of 
the Houfe of Commons 216. He em- 
barks with the Princefs, and arrives in 
Holland 218, Their Reception there 273. 
He goes to the Imperial Army on the 
Rhine 327, 385. Meets the Princefs at 
Calais in her Return from England 665. 
Arrives with her at the Hague 666 
P. 
ALATINE, Eleétor, entertains the 
German and French Officers 451 
Parliament meets, and King’s Speech to them 
43 Prorogu’d217. Diffolved 218. (See 
the firft Index. ) 
Parliament, new one, chofea 220, 268, 329. 
Prorogu’d 326, 385, 447, 494, 605 
Parma, Battle of 389 
Perfian General's Secretary put to Death for 
advifing the Sale of military Pofts IoI 
Pbilipfourgh befieg’d 274, 331. Surrenders 
39° 
Poland, Affairs of 49, 101, 273, 498, 555 
Palifb Lords 670 
Portland, Uland of, Part of it finks into the 
Sea 666 
Porifmouth, the Earthquake there Ssr 
Preis- Warrants 97 
Pretender’s eldeft Son in the Spanifh Army 
45! 
Prices of Goods, Grain, Stocks 50, 102, 
158, 221, 272, 330, 338, 450, 497, 554, 
610, 66 
Princefgs Royal married to the Prince of O- 
range 151. Embarks with him for Ho/- 
(and, and arrives there 218, 273. She re- 
turns to England 384. Her Pregnancy 
notify'’d at Court ibid. Sets out for Hol- 
‘and, but returns 551. Sets out again, and 
continues Wind-bound at Harwich 605. 
Paifes by London-Bridge to Dover 606. 
French King’s Letter about her ibid. She 
lands at Calais 607. Is met by the Prince 
665. See Orange. 
Printing, Triale on exercifing that Art with- 
out ferving a regular Apprenticefhip to it 
384, 665 
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Pruffia, King of, in Prince Eugene's Cantp 
on the Rhine 390. His Ilnefs 555. Mar- 
tiage of his fourth Daughter 614 
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U AKE R’s Speech tothe Prince of O- 
Q range 96. Addrefs of a Woman of 
that Perfuafion tothe Queen 665 
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HINE, Catpaign there 222, 274, 
331, 390, 451, 498 
Ruffians, their A&ions before Dantuich Mg 
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S. 

ARDINIA, King of, his Ordinance 
requiring his Subjeéts to take Arms 274, 
He encourages his Soldiers 614 
Scarborough, E. of, refigns his Poft 97 
Scots Peers, Election of 326, (See the firt 

Index. ) 
Seamen, Proclamations about them 96, 552 
Sea-Officers Widows, Fund for their Support 


Seffions at the Old Bailey 45, 150, 218, ak, 
. 335, 493, 451, 665 
Sheriffs of London and Middilejex, Perfons 
{wearing off, and paying their Fines, to ex- 
cufe themfelves from ferving 384, 385. 
The two who gave Bond to ferve 494. 
Amount of the Fines paid for not ferving 


665 
Ships put in Commiffion 97 
Sicily invaded by the Spasiards 498 


Sons of the Clergy 97 
South-Sea Company 45,97, 216, 335 
Staniflaus, King, efcapes from Dantzitk 
331- Arrives in Prufia 390. (See the 

firft Index. ) 
State of Affairs as to Peace or War, its Un- 
certainty 157 
States-Generals Anfwer to his Majefty’s No- 
tification of the Royal Marriage 216 
Stevens, Fobn, his Trial about exercifing the 
Art of Printing 665 
Sweden and Denmark, Treaty between them 
555 


T. 
HORN farrenders to the Rufians 49 
Tomo Chachi, the Indian King, his 
Speech to his Majefty 446. To — 
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Traerbach, Caftle of, fubmits to the or% 

Traun, Count de, his Bravery ae 
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Trials 327> 334, 447» 494 606, 665 

Troops, additional ones 97 

Turks and Perfians, Battle between them 49- 

Farther Account of their Affairs 498, $35 
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Chriftians aby 


Turnpikes, ae about them 385 
AGRANTS, Scheme about them 606 


Villars, Marthal, his Death 
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